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THE  TRUE 


AC 


WHEN  Mr  Ranby  and  Mr  Hawkins  wer£ 
firft  delired  by  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Lords  CommilTioners  and  others* 
for  the  Management  of  the  Affairs  of  Chelfea 
Hofpital,  to  make  Enquiries  into  the  Validity  of 
the  Cures,  which  Mr  Lee ,  a  Surgeon,  afferted  he 
had  made  of  feveral  of  their  old  Penfioners,  who 
had  been  affhdted  with  Ruptures ;  it  was  in  Con- 
fequence  of  a  Difpute  between  Mr  Chefelden ,  their 
Surgeon,  and  Mr  Lee?  concerning  the  Evidence 
offered  by  Mr  Lee  to  Mr  Chefelden  of  thofe  Cures : 
Which  Evidence  Mr  Chefelden  declared  was  infuf- 
ficient,  and  fuch  as  he,  as  a  Surgeon,  could  not 
accept  of,  without  betraying  his  Trull  to  the 
Board. 

Mr  Ranby  and  Mr  Hawkins  agreed  herein  with 
Mr  Chefelden ,  and  after  fuch  Enquiries  as  they 
thought  proper,  gave  in  W riting  their  Opinion, 
that,  as  far  as  appeared  before  them,  Mr  Lee  was 
not  able  to  do  more  in  thofe  Cafes  than  other  Sur¬ 
geons  *,  and  they  verbally  declared  at  the  fame 
Time  to  the  Commiffioners,  that  they  joined  with 
Mr  Chefelden  in  his  Sufpicions,  that  the  Declara¬ 
tions  and  Affidavits  of  the  Penfioners,  that  they 


had 


had  left  off  their  \ f ruffes ,  and  were  perfectly 
cured ,  were  not  to  be  relied  upon  \  and  withdrew 
from  any  further  Examination  in  the  Affair:  Mr 
Lee  purfuing  them  for  thefe  their  Opinions  in  Me¬ 
morials,  Affidavits,  &c.  with  numberlefs  Invec¬ 
tives  and  Reproaches. 

Soon  afterwards,  upon  Mr  Ranly’s  being  appoint¬ 
ed  Surgeon  to  the  Hofpital,  he  fully  detedled  and 
laid  open  before  the  Commiffioners  the  Iniquity  of 
the  old  Men,  in  their  falfe  Declarations  and  Affi¬ 
davits. 

Thefe  Accounts  Mr  Lee  did  not  attempt  to  dis¬ 
prove  to  the  Commiffioners,  but  carried  an  Adtion 
■againft  Mr  Ranhy  into  W eft minfter -Hall ,  for  ge¬ 
neral  Words  of  Defamation ,  and  in  particular  for 
afferting,  that  the  Penjioners  were  not  cured:  Two  of 
whom  were  brought  there,  and  fwore  they  were 
cured  by  Mr  Lee.  Yet,  within  a  Month  after  this 
Tryal,  thefe  two  Men  (amongft  others)  were  ex¬ 
amined  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Com¬ 
miffioners  themfelves,  when  they  were  both  found 
.with  their  Truffes  on  *,  which  being  removed, 
their  Ruptures  appeared  :  And  the  Men  acknow¬ 
ledged  to  them ,  that  they  had  their  Lr ufj is  on  at 
the  very  Lime  they  made  Oath  in  W eftminfter-Hall, 
that  they  were  cured . 

Mr  Lee,  foon  after,  was  difmiffed  from  all  far¬ 
ther  Attendance  upon  the  .Pen fi oners,  not  without 
fome  Animadverfions  from  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Commiffioners  upon  his  Condudt. 

This  Difmiffion  produced  a  Pamphlet,  intitled, 
A  Narrative,  of  feme  Proceedings  in  the  Manage¬ 
ment  of  Chelfea  Hofpital ,  as  far  as  relates  to  the 
Appointment  and  Difmiffion  0/ Samuel  Lee,  Surgeon  *, 
which  was  fent  to  many  Ferfons  of  the  firiF  Di- 
ftindlion,  as  well  as  difperfed  amongffi  many 
others  3  and  was,  from  the  Beginning  to  the  End, 
....  %  full 


(  3  ) 

Full  of  falfe  Fails;,  Abufe,  and  Mifreprefentations 
of  the  Conduit  and  Behaviour  of  Mr  Cbefelden , 
Mr  Ranhy ,  and  Mr  Hawkins ,  with  Regard  to  Mr 
Lee ;  and  accufed  the  Right  Honourable  the  Com- 
mifiioners,  as  having  hardly  and  unjuftly  difmif- 
fed  him  from  the  Hofpital,  with  Declarations  dill, 
that  the  old  Men  were  cured.  Mr  Ranby,  to  do 
all  in  his  Power,  in  order  to  fix  and  clear  this  ma¬ 
terial  Point,  begged  the  Favour  of  feveral  of  the 
principal  Surgeons  of  London ,  to  affift  at  a  Re¬ 
examination  of  ail  thofe  In-Penfioners  who  were 
declared  to  have  been  cured  by  Mr  Lee  \  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  on  13  'July*  1 753,  eleven  of  thefe  Men 
were  fo  examined  ;  when  every  Man  was  found  to 
have  a  Lrufs  on,  and  the  Ruptures  of  ten  of  them 
immediately  appeared. 

With  Regard  to  all  the  abufive  Freedoms  taken 
with  their  own  private  Characters,  in  the  above- 
mentioned  Pamphlet,  Mr  Ranby  and  Mr  Hawkins 
long  hefitated,  whether  they  ought,  or  indeed  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  worth  their  while  to  take  any  public  No¬ 
tice  of  them,  or  not.  They  were  in  Hopes  their 
Characters  and  Behaviour,  in  the  many  Families 
which  they  have  had  the  Honour  and  good  Fortune 
to  be  employed  in,  would  gradually  wear  away  any 
Sufpicion  that  might  have  been  raifed ,  that  they  could 
be  mean  enough  to  ufe  Art  and  Authority  to  depre¬ 
ciate,  cry  dowrn,  and  qualh  the  new  and  valuable 
Difcoveries  of  any  young  Man  in  the  Profeffion3 
which  it  would  have  better  become  them  to  en¬ 
courage  and  fupport. 

They  were  confcious  to  themfelves  of  their  be¬ 
ing  above  fuch  low  and  difhoneft  Artifices,  and 
were  inclinable  to  leave  the  whole  to  Time,  which 
generally  does  Juflice  to  the  Characters  of  Men, 

But  fome  of  their  Friends,  and  particularly  of 
their  own  Profeffion,  continued  to  prefs  them  for 

[  a  2  ]  a  public 
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a  public  Account  of  Mr  LeR s  Behaviour,  and  their 
own  Conduct  in  this  Difpute  ;  and  allured  them, 
that  many  People  were  drawing  Inferences  from 
the  Narrative’s  not  being  anfwered  at  all,  that  the 
Fadls  contained  in  it  were  true.  Befides,  they  had 
frequently  remarked,  in  the  many  Converfations 
they  had  occafionally  held  upon  the  Subject,  how 
very  little  the  true  Nature  of  this  common  Dif- 
eafe  was  known,  how  greatly  it  had  been  in  ge¬ 
neral  mifreprefented,  as  to  its  Danger,  its  Irkfom- 
>nefs,  and  the  ImpoiTibility  of  its  being  cured  in 
the  common  Way  of  treating  it  j  nay,  how  avow¬ 
edly  incurable  it  was  imagined,  to  be  allowed  by  the 
Englijh  Surgeons. 

In  fucli  Converfations  Mr  Ranby  and  Mr  Haw¬ 
kins  found  very  few  who  were  not  furprized,  when 
they  affured  them,  that  the  very  contrary  was  true 
in  every  Circumkance  ;  that  in  a  common  Rup¬ 
ture,  the  Life  of  a  proper  Bandage,  which  in  itfelf 
is  little  or  no  Inconvenience,  when  it  is  made  to  fit 
well,  procures  immediate  Relief  to  the  affli6bed 
Perfon,  from  Pain  and  every  other  grievous  Symp¬ 
tom  of  the  Diforder  ;  in  a  very  little  Time  enables 
him  to  go  on  with  his  Rufmefs,  though  a  laborious 
one  ;  and  by  a  kill  longer  Perfeverance,  fometimes 
fooner,  fometimes  later,  often  works  a  compleat 
Cure,  fo  that  the  Bandage  may  be  entirely  laid 
afide  :  The  Perfon 'having  gradually  recovered  the 
natural  Strength  of  his  Fibres,  which  in  Health  fo 
perfectly  prevents  the  Complaint.  That  every 
Surgeon  knew  this  to  be  an  effectual  Way  of  treat¬ 
ing  the  Diforder,  and  that  moft  Surgeons  could 
produce  many  Inkances  of  ruptured  People,  within 
their  own  Knowledge,  who  had  long  left  off  their 
Bandages  they  were  at  firk  obliged  to  wear,  and 
continued  ever  after  pefebtly  well ;  nay  farther. 


(  5  ) 

that  in  their  Opinion,  whenever  a  real  Cure  has  been 
performed  by  thofe  who  pretend  to  fame  particular 
Secret ,  it  was  the  Bandage,  which  they  never  fail  to 
call  into  their  Abidance,  that  in  Reality  effected 
the  Cure  ;  though  the  Merit  of  it  was  always  art¬ 
fully  attributed  to  forne  internal  Medicine  or  out¬ 
ward  Application;  which  requires  their  frequent 
Attendance,  and  mud  be  adminidered  by  their  own 
Hands. 

From  thefe  Confederations,  Mr  Ranby  and  Mr 
Hawkins  were  induced  to  give  a  fair  and  impartial 
Account  of  their  Proceedings ;  which  they  would 
willingly  endeavour  at  the  fame  Time  to  make  of 
fome  general  Service  to  the  Public,  by  turning  the 
prefent  Curiofity  to  the  particular  Advantage  of 
every  one,  who  is  intereded  enough  to  make  a  fe- 
rious  Enquiry  into  the  Nature  of  this  Diforder. 

Their  Defign,  therefore,  is  to  lay  before  the  Pub- 
Tic,  a  plain  and  diort  State  of  the  Nature  of  a  com¬ 
mon  Rupture,  as  free  from  Terms  of  Art  as  podible, 
and  not  defigned  for  Surgeons,  (who  they  make  no 
Doubt  are  as  much  M afters  of  the  Subjeft  as  they 
are  themfelves)  but  only  to  enable  any  attentive 
Perfons  to  get  rid  of  their  Prejudices,  their  Fears, 
and  perhaps  their  falfe  Shame;  and  to  judge  for 
themfelves,  how  they  are  to  aft  in  applying  for, 
and  procuring  Relief  in  this  Difeafe,  as  juftly  as 
they  can  in  any  other,  which  is  more  generally  and 
better  underftood. 

This  Defcription  of  the  Difeafe  is  likewife  in¬ 
tended  to  affift  the  Reader,  who  is  unacquainted 
with  the  Subjeft,  the  better  to  underftand  the  Hi- 
dory  following  it,  which  contains  all  the  material 
Tranfaftions,  Difputes,  &c.  between  the  other 
Surgeons  and  Mr  Lee . 
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Laftty*  with  the  Authority  of  the  Right  Hon* 
the  Commiffioners,  they  have  added  all  the  Mi¬ 
nutes  of  the  Board  relating  to  Mr  Lee^  from  his 
Admiffion  to  his  final  Difmifiion,  including  a  Nar¬ 
rative,  Certificates,  and  Examinations,  as  delivered 
to  them  by  Mr  Furey ,  the  Secretary  to  the  Hofpitai. 

The  common  Rupture,  which  is  the  Subjedl  of 
this  Enquiry,  is  an  external  Swelling  at  the  Bottom 
of  the  Belly,  eafily  to  be  felt  and  feen ;  and  is  oc¬ 
ean  on  ed  by  the  Gut  or  Caul,  or  both,  forcing  their 
Way  out  of  their  proper  Situation  within  the  Ca¬ 
vity  of  the  Belly,  through  Openings,  naturally  de« 
figned  to  give  Paffage  to  particular  VefTels  only. 

Thefe  Openings  are  fo  tight  and  fmall  in  the 
right  and  natural  State  of  the  Body,  as  not  to  per¬ 
mit  the  Gut  or  Caul  to  pafs  along  with  thefe  V ef¬ 
fete  ;  and  it  is  only  from  fome  accidental  and  pre- 
ternatual  dilating  of  them,  that  the  Rupture  pro¬ 
ceeds. 

At  its  Beginning  this  Swelling  is  generally  very 
eafy  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  all  others,  and  chiefly 
by  this  peculiar  Gircumftance,  that  at  any  Time 
the  whole  Swelling  can  be  entirely  and  inliantane- 
oufiy  removed  by  a  very  fmall  artificial  Preflure 
upon  it  with  the  Fingers ;  this  is  done  by  pufhing 
back  the  Gut  or  Caul  into  the  Cavity  of  the  Belly. 

When  it  isthus.put.  back,  or  when  it  retires  of  it- 
felf,  as  it  commonly  does,  on  the  Perfons  lying  down 
any  Time ;  no  Swelling  at  all,  nor  fo  much  as  any 
Trace  of  it,  is  to  be  feen,  by  which  any  one  can 
know  there  had  been  fiich  a  Swelling  on  the  Part, 
or  that  it' would  .return  on  change  of  Fofture,  or 
ftraining  of  tfe  Body. 

In  this  State  of  a  Rupture,  the  Skin  which 
covers  it,  is  neither  inflamed,  nor  at  all  difeo- 

loufed. 


This 
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This  Complaint  is  extremely  common  in  In* 
fancy,  but  is  fcarce  to  be  reckoned  a  Diftemper, 
it  is  fo  eafily  cured  by  Bandage.  This  peculiar 
Bandage,  however  it  may  be  diverfified  in  its 
Make  or  Fafhion,  ferving  to  keep  the  Gut  or 
Caul  from  preffing  out  of  the  Cavity  of  the  Belly, 
is  called  a  Trufs. 

After  two  or  three  Years  of  Age,  the  Rupture 
rarely  happens,  but  from  feme  forcible  Accident, 
or  extraordinary  ft  raining  of  the  Body  *,  for  as 
Children  grow  older,  and  their  Fibres  become 
ftronger,  thofe  Openings  are  more  difficultly  di¬ 
lated,  and  confequently  they  are  lei's  fubjedt  to  this 
Diforder. 

In  fuch  Cafes,  and  in  all  indeed,  almoft  without 
Exception  in  a  growing  Age,  the  Bandage  well 
fitted,  and  conftantly  worn  for  a  proper  length  of 
Time,  proves  a  certain  and  ab flute  Cure . 

In  grown  up  Perfons,  who  are  in  the  Vigour 
and  Prime  of  their  Life,  the  Rupture  fcarce  ever 
has  its  Beginning,  but  from  the  Violence  of  fome 
very  extraordinary  Accident  •,  and  even  in  thefe, 
provided  the  Trufs  is  early  and  well  fitted,  and  the 
Cure  is  favoured  by  Reft,  and  all  laborious  Exer- 
cife  is  avoided  for  a  length  of  Time,  the  dilated 
Opening  is  often  compleatly  {Lengthened  again, 
and  the  Rupture  enred. 

Laftly ,  Old  Men  are  frequently  fubjeft  to  this 
Diforder,  and  the  Rupture  is  often  occafioned  by 
very  (light,  and  very  inconfiderabie  Accidents, 
from  meer  Weaknefs  of  the  Parts,  and  the  general 
Relaxation  of  the  Fibres,  the  natural  Confequences 
of  Decay  *,  yet  even  in  thefe  Cafes,  the  conftant 
wearing  of  a  good  Trufs,  frees  the  ruptured  Per- 
fon  from  Pain ,  and  all  Kind  of  Danger ,  and  molt 
commonly  renders  the  Diforder  a  flight  Inconve¬ 
nience 
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thence  only,  and  not  an  Obftacle  to  any  of  the 
Offices  of  Life ,  and  fometimes  perfectly  cures. 

With  refpedt  to  an  abfolute  and  compieat  Cure 
in  thefe  Diforders,  the  Difference  between  thofe  in 
the  fir  ft,  and  in  the  latter  Stage  of  Life*  muft  be 
extremely  obvious. 

Children  are  liable  to  this  Diforder,  from  the 
Softnefs  and  over-yielding  of  the  Parts,  before 
their  Fibres  have  acquired  their  due  Strength  and 
Fir  in  nets  ;  and  thefe  (provided  the  Rupture  is  con- 
Handy  kept  up  by  a  proper  Trufs)  Time  will  of 
toiirfe  recover,  as  it  naturally  brings  with  it  that 
.Strength  and  Firmnefs  which  was  wanted. 

Whilft  in  aged  Perfons,  whatever  their  Rup¬ 
tures  are,  whether  recent  or  of  long  Standing, 
Time  can  only  add  to  their  Infirmities*,  and  an 
Univerfal  and  certain  Cure  is  perhaps  as  little  to 
be  expedled,  as  an  univerfal  Remedy  to  reftore, 
throughout  their  whole  Fabrick,  the  Force  and 
Vigour  of  their  Youth. 

It  fometimes  happens  that  the  Gut  and  Caul, 
From  a  long  Negledt  of  returning  them  into  the 
Belly,  adhere,  and  grow  to  the  Parts  furrounding 
them:  This  Adhefion  of  courfe  ever  afterwards 
prevents  the  Return  of  the  Rupture  into  the  Belly, 
which  thus  becomes  an  incurable  Cafe. 

Again,  if  through  Neglect  of  wearing  the 
Trufs,  or  fome  cafual  very  extraordinary  Strain, 
the  Inteftine  in  a  ruptured  Perfon  comes  down 
with  more  Violence,  and  in  greater  Quantity  than 
■ufual,  a  dangerous  Inflammation  fometimes  fuc- 
ceeds,  which  without*  early  and  proper  Affiftance 
ends  in  a  Mortification. 

This  Difference  in  the  Nature  of  Ruptures,  the 
greatefi  Part  of  which  are  eajily  and  furely  cured 
by  Bandage ,  whilft  fome  few  others  again  are  ab- 
follltdy  incurable,  and  even  fometimes  dangerous, 

has 
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has  given  Opportunity  to  Perfons,  who  are  regard¬ 
ful  of  their  own  Intereft  only,  of  impofing  on  the 
credulous  and  timorous.  To  effedt  which,  in  the 
flrft  Place,  they  confound  together  the  Ruptures 
of  People  of  different  Ages,  and  thofe  of  eafy 
Cure,  with  the  Incurable,  and  fpeak  alike  of 
them  in  general,  as  if  they  were  all  equally  griev¬ 
ous,  incurable,  and  dangerous  Diforders ;  and 
in  the  next  Place,  whilft  they  apply  a  Bandage  or 
Trufs,  and  perform  their  Cures  by  it,  they  make  a 
Parade  and  Ufe  of  fome  fecret  Remedy,  which  is 
of  no  real  Service,  but  to  which  they  pretend  to 
afcribe  the  Merit  of  the  Cure  ;  thus  cunningly  en¬ 
hancing  their  own  Credit,  and  exacting  thereby 
extraordinary  Pay. 

Thefe  Impofitions  almoft  all  our  Authors  take 
Notice  of,  as  the  delufive  Pra&ice  of  their  Times, 
and,  in  our  own,  almoft  every  Day’s  News-Paper 
produces  fome  Advertifement  or  other  to  the  fame 
Purpofe  *,  fome  pretending  to  cure  by  internal  Re¬ 
medies,  and  others  by  external  Applications. 

The  common  Name  of  this  Diforder,  a  Rup - 
iitre>  would  naturally  lead  to  a  falfe  Idea  of  it,  as 
it  implies  a  Laceration  or  Tearing  ,  whereas  it  is 
really  owing  to  a  preternatural  Dilatation  only  of 
the  Opening  above-mentioned,  and  therefore  is 
not  to  be  cured  as  a  Wound  or  Breach  of  the 
Parts  by  Medicine,  but  is  then  recovered,  when 
the  Fibres,  which  compofe  the  Openings,  have  re¬ 
gained  their  due  natural  Strength  and  Contra  (Tons. 
How  little  any  internal  Remedies  which  muft  firft 
mix  with,  and  circulate  through  the  whole  Mafs 
of  Blood,  can  contribute  to  the  (Lengthening  a 
particular  Part  thus  diftended  and  dilated,  may  be 
eafily  gueffed. 

It  is  true,  as  far  as  they  (Lengthen  the  whole 
Body,  they  help  fuch  a  partial  Weaknefs,  but  no 
.  [  b  ]  farther. 
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farther.  And  as  to  external  Applications,  they 
cannot  enter  4b  deep  as  to  thole  Openings,  with 
any  Degree  of  Power,  or  contracting  Force. 

So  that  no  one  will  imagine  that  any  fuch  Ap¬ 
plications  could  be  endued  with  a  Power  of  con¬ 
tracting  that  one  particular  Set  of  Fibres  of  the 
Body  only^  for  if  it  could  be  ferviceable  there,  it 
would  be  certainly  equally  able  to  exert  its  Force 
in  the  Cure  of  every  {trained  or  weakened  Part, 
which  has  never  yet  been  pretended  to. 

The  belt  Surgeons  have  found  by  Experience, 
that  the  ilrongeft  and  molt  powerful  external  Ap¬ 
plications  are  of  trifling  EffeCt  in  this  Diforder, 
and  unable  to  penetrate  deep  enough  even  to  a 01  ft 
or  fhorten  the  Cure. 

All  Medicines,  internal  or  external,  are  for  thefe 
Reafons  rejected  from  the  belt  regular  PraCtice ; 
proper  Reft,  the  Trufs  well  fitted,  being  proved 
to  be  fufilcient  to  effeCt  every  poffible  Cure. 

There  is  not  perhaps  any  one  Diforder  of  the 
Human  Body,  which  has  been  more  fully  confi- 
dered,  or  more  faithfully  and  judicioufly  treated, 
by  all  Authors  writing  on  Surgery,  both  antient 
and  modern  •,  nurnberlefs  Remedies  have  been 
tried  and  difearded,  various  Operations  have  been 
invented  and  laid  afide,  and  the  boldefl  Experi¬ 
ments  made,  both  by  the  Knife  and  Cauftic,  but 
without  Succeis. 

No  longer  ago  than  in  the  Beginning  of  his  late 
Majefty’s  Reign,  a  new  Method  was  propofed 
(at  that  Time  a  Secret)  and  recommended  with 
r lb  very  great  Encomiums  to  the  King,  as  worthy  of 
his  Royal  Encouragement. 

It  was  to'  make  a  large  deep  Wound  by  the  Ap¬ 
plication  of  Cauftics,  which  fhould  take  in  and 
deflroy  all  the  Parts  which  cover  the  Openings 
through  which  the  Ruptures  defeend,  upon  a  Pre- 

furnption 


(  1 1  ) 

fumption  that,  after  the  healing  up  again  of  thofe 
Wounds,  the  great  Scar  or  Cicatrice  remaining 
would  have  bound  fo  tight  upon  thofe  Openings, 
as  to  have  prevented  any  future  Defcent  of  the 
Ruptures. 

The  Method  proved  upon  Trial  ineffectual  j 
but  whoever  has  leen  and  taken  Notice  of  the 
•great  Hardnefs  and  Contraction,  which  remains 
upon  the  healing  up  of  a  large  Wound  or  Burn, 
will  readily  comprehend  what  Alteration  of  thofe 
Parts  was  produced  by  this  Experiment ;  much 
greater  indeed  than  any  Alteration  which  can  ever, ' 
in  the  Nature  of  Things,  be  effected  by  Appli¬ 
cations  to  the  Skin  only,  without  deftroying  it. 

In  all  thofe  Cafes,  where  the  Experiments  were 
made  under  the  Royal  SanCtion,  after  the  Wounds 
were  firft  healed,  the  Ruptures  did  not  come 
down  for  fome  Time  *,  and  upon  this  deceitful 
Appearance,  the  Gentlemen  who  were  appointed 
to  examine  thofe  Cafes,  reported  that  the  Patients 
appeared  to  be  cured  ;  whereupon  a  very  large 
and  princely  Reward  was  given  by  his  Majefly  to 
the  Operator,  viz.  the  Sum  of  5000/.  and  500/. 
a  Year  Annuity,  and  the  Honour  of  Knighthood  % 
but,  in  the  Courfe  of  a  few  Months,  all  their  Rup¬ 
tures  returned,  none  of  thofe  Perfons  proved  to  be 
cured,  and  the  Method  was  publickly  decryed, 
not  without  fome  Reproach  to  the  Gentlemen  who 
had  inadvertently  made  an  over-hafty  Report. 

Yet  in  thofe  Cafes,  after  the  Perfons  were  once 
declared  to  be  cured,  frequent  and  fair  Examina¬ 
tions  were  fubmitted  to*,  all  the  Bandages  were 
known  to  have  been  left  off,  and  no  Collufion  or 
Deceit  was  fufpeCted  in  the  Perfons  upon  whom 
the  Trials  were  made.  Now,  if  we  compare  that 
memorable  Hiffory  with  the  prefent  Cafe,  we  fhall 
fee  that  there  was  not  in  this,  even  the  fame  Pre- 
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tence  for  reporting  the  old  Penfioners  cured'; 
for  when  thefe  were  declared  to  be  cured,  frequent 
and  fair  Examinations  were  denied ,  the  Bandages 
were  not  known  to  be  left  off and  a  fraudulent 
Combination  amongfi  the  old  Penfioners  was  extremely 
fufpeRed. 

The  Proof  of  Cure  was  to  red:  wholly  on  their 
Declarations  and  Aff. davits,  and  upon  fuch  an  In- 
fpeftion  and  Examination,  as,  at  the  mod:,  could 
only  produce  a  Declaration  that  their  Ruptures 
were  not  down  at  that  Time ;  and  how  fhort  this 
Appearance  upon  any  one,  or  a  few  Examinations 
rnu ft  be  from  a  real  Proof  of  Cure,  need  not  be 

Sr 

obferved  to  any  the  lead:  verfed  in  Surgery,  or  to 
thofe  who  have  been  troubled  with  Ruptures 
themfelves;  and  yet  this  was  the  long  Point  of 
Debate  between  Mr  Chefelden  and  Mr  Lee ,  Whe¬ 
ther  a  ruptured  P  erf  on ,  appearing  at  an  Examina¬ 
tion,  without  vifible  Marks  of  a  Rupture ,  was 
Proof  of  a  Cure . 

When  Mr  Ranby  and  Mr  Hawkins  were  fir  ft 
prefent  with  Mr  Chefelden ,  at  an  Examination  of 
the  ruptured  Men  at  Chelfea ,  Mr  Lee  vehemently 
and  ftrongly  predfed  them  to  give  him  a  Certifi¬ 
cate  of  the  Cure  of  thofe  Men  who  had  no  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  Ruptures  at  that  Time,  and  complain¬ 
ed  of  their  Retufai-  to  comply  with  his  Demand, 
as  a  great  Hardfhip, ,  though  thofe  Men  were,  be¬ 
fore  that  Day,  entirely  unknown  to  them. 

At  every  Board,  and  at  every  private  Meeting, 
in  all  his  Memorials,  and  in  all  the  Affidavits,  Mr 
Lee  was  mideading  every  one  to  judge  from  their 
Ruptures  not  being  down,  at  any  fingle  Examina¬ 
tion,  that  the  Men  were  cured  ;  and,  indeed,  by 
the  whole  Tenour  of  his  Behaviour  and  Talk,  in 
public  as  well  as  private,  any  one  would  have 
thought,  that  Men  appearing  thus  without  their 

Ruptures 
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Ruptures  down,  and  their  being  perfectly  cured 3 
was  one  and  the  fame  Thing.  It  is  fcarcely  to  be 
conceived  what  Obloquy,  Abufc,  and  Trouble  the 
Surgeons,  appointed  to  make  the  Examinations, 
met  with  from  Mr  Lee*  for  refufing  to  admit  this 
fallacious  and  trifling  Evidence.  Were  it  true 
that  a  Rupture’s  not  coming  down  foon  after  tak¬ 
ing  off  the  Tryifs  was  Proof  of  a  compleat  Cure, 
how  eafy  would  it  be  for  Surgeons  to  decide  the 
precife  Time,  when  thofe  who  have  been  troubled 
with  Ruptures  might  deem  themfelves  cured,  and 
fafely  lay  afide  the  Ufe  of  their  Bandages.  Sur¬ 
geons  are  often  confulted  upon  this  very  Queftion, 
and  well  know  they  cannot  be  determined  by  any 
Appearance  or  Examination  of  the  Parts,  but  that 
they  muff  be  guided  in  their  Opinions,  by  their 
general  Rules  from  Experience,  and  the  Circum- 
itance  and  Hiffory  of  each  particular  Cafe.  For 
Example,  ffrppofe  a  grown  up  Perfon,  who  had 
been  troubled  with  a  Rupture,  had  never  once 
found  any  Uneafinefs,  Preffure,  or  Symptom  of 
his  Rupture,  during  the  laff  Months  he  wore  his 
Trufs,  and  fhould  therefore  lay  it  afide,  and,  after 
a  Week  or  Fortnight’s  continuing  well,  conclude 
hitnfelf  compleatly  cured,  without  any  Danger  of 
a  future  Relapfe ;  every  experienced  Surgeon 
would  tell  him  his  Conclufion  was  premature, 
that  two  or  three  Months  at  leaft  were  neceffary, 
in  which  Time  he  ought  to  make  various  Trials 
with  different  Kinds  and  Degrees  of  Exercife,  be¬ 
fore  he  could,  upon  any  juft  Foundation,  conclude 
that  his  Cure  was  really  compleat  and  perfetft. 
If  this  is  rightly  explained,  what  muff  be  thought 
of  thelnfpection  of  an  Hour,  or  what  even  offeveral 
fuch  repeated  Infpedions  at  fixed  Times ;  if  the 
perfons,  thus  to  be  examined,  had  it  in  their  Power 
to  prepare  themfelves  accordingly,  live  quietly, 
I  without 
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■without  Exercife  or  Repletion,  and  wear  their 
Truffes  in  the  intermediate  Times  of  the  Exami¬ 
nations  ? 

To  illuftrate  this  Conduit  of  Mr  Lee's,  with 
refpedt  to  the  Examination,  by  a  more  familiar 
and  known  Diftemper.  Suppofe  a  Perion,  pretend¬ 
ing  by  an  unknown  Remedy  to  an  infallible  Cure 
of  an  Ague,  had  been  permitted  to  make  an  Ex¬ 
periment  upon  one  of  the  Penfioners,  and  the  pro-r 
per  Proofs  of  the  Cure  referred  to  their  Phyfician. 
If,  after  a  few  Days,  the  Phyfician  had  been  defired 
to  infpect  the  Patient,  and,  upon  his  appearing 
well,  had  been  requeued  to  give  a  Certificate  that 
he  was  cured  ;  would  he  not  have  naturally  an- 
fwered  P  “  The  Man  does  appear  well  To-day, 
44  but,  for  aught  I  know  to  the  contrary,  he  may 
4C  have  had  his  Ague-Fit  Yefterday,  and  may" 
44  again  have  a  Return  of  it  To-morrow.  I  live 
44  under  the  fame  Roof  with  him,  you  fay  he  is 
44  Cured,  I  will  vifit  him  at  the  Times  I  think 
44  proper,  and  if  I  find  him  continue  well,  I  will 
44  be  very  ready  to  make  any  Report  in  your 
*4  Favour.55 

Would  this  Anfwer  have  been  thought  wrong, 
or  how  would  it  have  founded,  if  the  Perfon,  who 
pretended  to  cure  the  Ague,  had  declared,  44  the 
44  Phyfician  fnould  have  no  fuch  Permiffion  to 
46  vifit  his  Patient,  that  the  prefent  Infpedtion  was 
44  fufficient  ;  but  that  if  he  wanted  more  Evi- 
44  dence,  the  Man  himfelf  was  before  him  ready 
44  to  declare  he  was  cured,  and  that  he  had  even  an 
46  Affidavit  in  his  Pocket,  which  the  Man  had 
44  made  before  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace  to  prove  it. 35 

Such  exactly  was  the  Nature  of  the  Proofs 
which  Mr*  Lee  always  offered  to  Mr  Chefelden , 
Mr  Ranby ,  and  Mr  Hawkins, 

'  Mr 
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Mr  Lee* s  firft  Application  to  the  Commiffionerst 
appears  by  the  Minutes  on  their  Books,  to  be  on 
31  Jan.  1749*505  and  in  the  following  Manner* 

The  Paymafter-General  communicated  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Letter  to  the  Board,  which  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  Samuel  Lee,  Surgeon,  including  feverat 
Certificates  of  his  Succefs  in  curing  Ruptures. 

T 0  the  Honourable  William  Pitt,  Ejqy 

Sir, 

AS  you  was  fo  kind  to  promife  Sir  William 
““  Yonge,  that  you  would  acquaint  your  Honour # 
able  Board  with  my  Succefs  in  curing  Hernia's 
(Ruptures).— I  have ,  according  to  your  Directions, 
inclo fed  four  Certificates ,  which  I  hope  you  will  be 
fo  good  as  to  lay  before  them  :  And  as  there  is  a  Va¬ 
cancy  for  a  Surgeon  for  that  Complaint  alone  in 
that  Hofpital ,  hope  they  will  think  it  worthy  Con - 
ft  deration,  and  am,  praying  your  further  AJjiJiance 
herein , 

Tour  Honour’.* 

•  •  ■.*  .  ,  5  . ,,  ^ 

Moft  obedient  and  obliged  Servant 

Arundel- Street, 

29  Jan.  1749.  Samuel  Lee*’ 

There  are  but  two  of  thefe  Certificates  now  re¬ 
maining  in  the  Hands  of  Mr  Furey ,  Secretary  to 
the  Hofpital.  They  are  as  follows : 

*  ....  ....  i 

This  is  to  certify,  that  I  Robert  Pitt ,  Coachman 
to  Sir  William  Yonge,  being  troubled  with  a  Rup¬ 
ture,  did  in  Dec.  1747,  apply  to  Mr  Ranby,  Ser- 
jeant-Surgeon,  for  the  fame,  who  told  me  I  was 

incurable , 
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ktc  livable,  but  that  I  might  poflihly  find  fame 
Benefit  from  a  Trufs,  which  by  his  Diredlion  1 
got^  but  notwithstanding  that,  my  Rupture  after¬ 
wards  came  down  very'  often,  and  was  at  laft  fo 
troublefome,  that  I  was  obliged  to  leave  off  my 
Trufs,  and  continued  without  it  until  Nov.  1749, 
When  the  Rupture  was  as  large  as  ever:  And  I,  by 
Sir  William  Tonge’s  Direction,  then’ applied  to  Mr 
Samuel  Lee ,  of  Arundel- Street,  by  whom  I  was  in 
three  Weeks  cured  $  and  have  continued  quite  well 
in  that  Refpedl  ever  fince,  though  have  continu¬ 
ally  drove  the  Coach,  and  had  a  violent  Cough. 
In  witnefs  whereof,  and  that.  I  npw  find  myfelf 
quite  well,  I  have  fet  my  Hand  this  28th  of 
' 'January ,  1749. 

Robert  Pitt . 

t  '•  *  '  ■  '4 

r  '  T  .  \  -  •  . 

This  is  to  certify,  that  I  John  Sackvile,  aged  do, 
have  been  troubled  'with  a"  Hernia  (Rupture)  for 
thirty  Years  laft  pad,  which  for  about  three  Years 
has  been  fo  bad,  that  1  could  not  walk  five  Yards 
without  the  molt  exauifite  Pain. 

1 

In  September  laft,  I  was  examined  by  Mr  Ranby , 
Serjeant- Surgeon,  who  then  told  Mr  Lee,  if  he 
could  cure  me ,  that  he  Jhould  then  be  convinced  that 
he  was  able  to  relieve  that  Complaint ,  which  he 
thought  was  by  all  deemed  incurable.  In  witnefs 
whereof,  and  that  I  was  compleatly  cured  by  the 
faid  Mr  Lee,  of  Arundel- Street,  and  afterwards  ex¬ 
amined  again  by  the  faid  Mr  Ranby,  who  confeffed 
the  faid  Cure  was  compleated ,  and  that  I  have  not 
fince  had  the.  leaf  'Symptom  thereof,  I  have  fet 
iiiy  Hand,  this  5th  Day  of  L  ec ember,  1749. 

r  / 

f  • 

John  Sackvile . 
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Thefe  extraordinary  Certificates  we  have  inferred 
at  Length,  as  they  oblige  us  to  flop  the  Reader  at 
the  very  Entrance  into  this  Account,  and  beg  his 
Attention  to  a  few  Remarks  upon  them. 

Firji ,  Mr  Ranby  declares,  that  he  never  knew, 
nor  fo  much  as  fufpedted,  that  his  Name  had  ever 
been  mentioned,  on  any  Occafion  whatever,  at  die 
Chelfea  Board,  ’till  Mr  Chefelden  had  defired  that 
he  and  Mr  Hawkins  might  affift  in  examining  Mr 
Lee' s  Patients  ;  that  it  was  not  ’till  on  the  Inten¬ 
tion  of  this  Publication  when  all  the  original  Pa¬ 
pers  were  delivered  to  him,  that  he  found  thefe 
Certificates,  and  difcovered  how  free  an  Ufe 
had  been  made  of  his  Name  without  his  Know¬ 
ledge  even  at  Mr  Lee? s  very  firif  Application  to 
the  Board  ;  and  that  had  he  known  it  at  the  Time, 
he  fhould  undoubtedly  have  taken  the  very  find 
Opportunity  of  waiting  upon  the  Commiffioners, 
and  informing  them  how  very  unfairly  his  Opi¬ 
nion  on  Ruptures  had  been  mifrep relented  to  them 
in  thofe  Certificates,  and  in  particular  how  abfo- 
lutely  falle  and  ground  lefs  Sackvik' s  A  Her  don  was, 
that  he  had  confefs'd  to  Mr  Lee,  that  Sack  vile  hr 
Cure  was  complete. 

Secondly ,  Pitt ,  Sir  William  Tongeh  Coachman, 
fays,  that  fo  long  ago  as  in  the  Year  1747,  he 
went  to  Mr  Ranby  for  his  Advice,  as  a  ruptured 
Man. 

This  may  pofiibly  be  true,  many  Servants  ap¬ 
plying  to  him  on  the  like  Occafion,  whom  he  ufu- 
ally  advifes  to  get  a  good  Trufs-;  and,  when  they 
have  got  one,  if  it  fhould  not  fit  eafy,  or  if  it  did 
not  prevent  the  Rupture  from  coming  down,  to 
come  to  him  again,  and  he  would  tell  them  what  to 
do. 

This  was  mold  likely  his  Direction  to  this  Man, 
as  it  is  the  only  Method  he  ever  puts  any  of  his 

[  c  ]  Patients 
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Patients  in,  whether  rich  or  poor,  who  are  afflided 
in  the  fame  Manner.  But  he  is  very  fure  he  did 
not  fay,  that  he  was  incurable . 

If,  as  it  follows  in  his  Certificate,  “  notwith- 
<c  Handing  the  Trufs,  the  Rupture  afterwards 
cc  came  down  very  often,  and  was  at  laft  fo  trou- 
4C  blefome  as  to  oblige  him  to  leave  it  off,55  Mr 
Ranby’s  Advice  was  improperly  purfued,  and  his 
Diredions  ill  executed.  The  Trufs,  Pitt  had  pro¬ 
cured,  was  ill  made,  or  at  lead  wanted  forne  Alter- 
ation,  either  in  the  Make  or  Application  ;  for,  in  a 
common  Rupture,  a  good  Trufs,  well  fitted, 
would  never  have  been  troublefome,  nor  have  per¬ 
mitted  the  Rupture  to  come  down  *,  and  the  Ufe 
of  it  would  undoubtedly  have  enabled  him  to  per¬ 
form  with  Eafe,  all  the  Labour  and  Duty  of  his 
Place. 

This  is  the  particular  Cafe,  which  all  Pretenders 
to  cure  by  Remedies  rejoice  in  and  avail  themfeives 
of,  whenever  it  falls  into  their  Hands.  The 
Trufs,  which  did  not  exactly  fit,  and  might  per¬ 
haps  have  been  eafily  redified,  is  thrown  afide  in 
Difgrace,  and  all  Truffes  are  railed  at  in  general  ; 
but,  notwithflanding  this,  fome  other  of  a  different 
Make  is  immediately  applied  in  its  Place,  and  pro¬ 
per  Care  is  taken  that  this  jhall  fit  well ;  and  the 
Benefit,  accruing  from  this,  is  aferibed  to  fome 
trifling  Remedy  which  has  been  pundually  admi- 
niftered  during  the  Ufe  of  it. 

Laftlyr  John  Sackvile* s  Certificate  declares,  that 
he  was  firft  examined  by  Mr  Ranby\  in  September 
1749*,  and  again  on  the  5th  of  December  follow¬ 
ing,  at  which  Time  Mr  Ranby  confefs'd  his  Cure 
was  compleated . 

What  Mr  Ranby  knows  of  this  Affair  he  will  lay 
before  the  Reader.— 


About 
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About  September  1749,  Sir  William  Tonge  had 
in  Ccnverfation  allured  Mr  Ranby  ^  that  iVlr  Lee? 
a  Surgeon  of  his  Acquaintance,  had  invented  a 
new  Method  of  curing  Ruptures;  and  obferving 
Mr  Ranby  to  feem  diffident  and  incredulous,  he 
added,  that  what  Mr  Lee  afferted  might  be  de¬ 
pended  upon  ;  and  in  order  to  convince  him,  gave 
him  a  Letter  to  read  from  one  Mr  Roebuck ,  who 
affirm’d  in  it,  that  Mr  Lee  had  cured  him  of  a 
Rupture  in  a  few  Hours ,  without  his  wearing  his 
Lrufs  any  longer  than  the  following  Light .  To 
this  Mr  Ranby  made  no  other  Reply,  than  that 
this  might  more  properly  be  called  a  Miracle  than 
a  Cure.  The  fame  Account  was  given  afterwards 
at  the  Chelfea  Board  by  Mr  Roebuck  in  Perfon. 

Sir  William  Tonge  then  requefted  Mr  Ranby  to 
permit  Mr  Lee  to  fhew  him  a  Proof  of  his  extra¬ 
ordinary  Skill ;  and  foon  after  Mr  Lee  brought  a 
Man  to  Mr  Ranby  with  a  Rupture  down,  and  in  a 
few  Weeks  brought  him  again,  when  the  Rupture 
was  not  down  ;  or,  in  other  Words,  when  there 
was  no  Appearance  of  a  Swelling.  Upon  this 
Mr  Lee  immediately  prefs’d  Mr  Ranby  to  give 
him  a  Certificate  in  his  Favour,  as  he  could  not 
but  fee  the  Man  was  perfedtly  cured. 

This  Man  thus  brought  by  Mr  Lee  might  be 
Sackvile ,  for  ought  Mr  Ranby  knows  or  can  recollehl. 

But  Mr  Ranby  was  fo  far  from  confeffing  the 
Cure  corn  pleat,  (as  declared  in  the  Certificate)  that 
he  very  ftrongly  expreffed  his  Surprize  to  Mr  Lee 
at  his  afking  for  Rich  a  kind  of  Certificate,  on  fo 
flight  an  Evidence  as  one  fingle  Examination  could 
give  him  of  the  Validity  of  the  Cure;  adding, 
that  he  mu  ft  be  thoroughly  fatished  by  repeated 
Examinations,  not  only  that  one  Man,  but  that 
Numbers  were  perfectly  cured,  before  he  would 

[  c  2  ]  «  ever 
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ever  give  any  general  Certificate  in  favour  of  a 
mm  Method  of  treating  this  Diforder. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  was  impoffible  that  Mr 
Ranby  could,  in  Contradiction  to  his  common  Ex¬ 
perience,  and  all  Knowledge  in  his  Bu  fine  Is,  tell 
Mr  Lee  at  firft,  that  if  he  cured  Sackyile,  he  jhouid 
then  he  convinced  that  Mr  Lee  was  able  to  relieve 

»  ■  > .  •  *  ■  »■  t  * 

that  Complaint ,  which  he  thought  was  by  all  deemed 
incurable or,  at  his  fecond  coming  to  him,  confef 
the  fold  Cure  was  compleated . 

What  an  extraordinary  Attempt  was  this  of  Mr 
Led s,  to  irnpofe  upon  the  Commiffioners  at  his 
jfirff  Application  to  them  ?  And  how  artfully  is 
Satkvild s  Certificate  drawn  up,  to  eftabliffi  the 
Truth  of  no  lefs  than  three  very  material  Faffs  to 
Mr  Lee ,  by  the  Authority  of  Mr  Ranbf  s  Name. 

Firjh,  That  the  common  Rupture  was  incurable \ 
by  thus  making  Mr  Ranby  fay,  He  thought  this 
Complaint  was  deem'd  by  all  incurable . 

Secondly ,  That  Mr  Lee  neverthelefs  could  cure 
a  Rupture.  And, 

Thirdly ,  That  one  fingle  Examination  (or  In¬ 
fo  eft  ion  rather)  was  fufficient  to  determine  whe¬ 
ther  a  complete  Cure  was  perform’d,  or  no  j  by 
making  Mr  Ranby  thus  confefs  this  Man  s  Cure 
complete ,  upon  one  fuch  jingle  Examination. 

44  The  Commiffioners  having  that  Day  taken  Mr 
Lee' s  Petition  into  their  Confideration,  came  to  the 
64  following  Refol u  tion ,  That  Mr  Lee  ffiould  make 
44  Experiment  upon  fuch  of  their  In-Penfioners  as 
ffiould  voluntarily  fuhmit  themfelves  to  his  Care.” 
And  Orders  were  given,  at  his  Requefl,  that  thefe 
Men  fhoold  be  entirely  under  his  Direfiion  and 
Management,  and  that  no  one  whatever  ffiould 
Vi  fit  them  without  his  Content,  or  interfere,  in  any 
JVUnner,  during  his  Treatment  of  them:  But,  at 
the  fame  Time  they  determined,  that  the  Noti¬ 
fication 
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fixation  of  the  Cures  fhould  finally  be  certified  to 
them  by  their  own  Surgeons. 

Note,  There  are  three  belonging  to  the  Hos¬ 
pital,  a  Principal,  and  two  Afiiftants. 
The  late  Mr  Chefelden  was  then  their  Prin¬ 
cipal  Surgeon,  and  Mr  Thomas  and  Mr 
Reid ,  now  living  at  Chelfea ,  were  his 
Afiiftants. 

Thus  did  the  Commifiipners  give  Mr  Lee  all 
proper  Advantage  to  complete  the  Cures  he  at¬ 
tempted,  and  referve  to  themfelves  the  Aftiftance 
of  their  own  Surgeon,  in  forming  their  Judg¬ 
ment  as  to  the  Reality  of  the  Cures,  which  might 
be  reported  to  them. 

We  were  allured  by  Mr  Chefelden ,  that,  imme¬ 
diately  after  this  Permifllon  was  given  to  Mr  Lee, 
he  propofed  the  following  Terms  to  him,  for 
the  Method  of  his  future  Examinations  of  his 
Patients,  which  Mr  Lee  agreed  to,  viz.  i/. 
That  the  Men,  to  be  undertaken  by  Mr  Lee , 
fhould  be  previoufiy  examined  by  Mr  Chefelden , 
as  to  the  Condition  of  their  Ruptures.  : idly , 
That  the  Penfioners  thus  examined  (if  they  were 
not  known  to  him  before)  fhould  be  brought  to 
him  once  or  twice  more,  that  he  might  be  able  to 
remember  their  Perfons;  he  having  remarked, 
that  there  was  fo  great  a  Similitude  in  old  Men, 
efpecially  in  uniform  Cloathing,  that,  at  a  Diftance 
of  Time,  he  had  frequently  miftaken  one  Man 
for  another.  And#  Laftly ,  That  whenever  Mr 
Lee  fhould  declare  any  of  the  Cures  complete, 
and  defire  his  final  Report  of  them,  he  or  his 
Afiiftants  might  then  have  the  Liberty  of  vifiting 
and  examining  the  Men,  as  often  as  he  fhould 
think  proper  j  in  order  that  they  might  themfelves 
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be  Witnefles,  that  they  had  entirely  left  off  the 
Ufe  of  their  Tralles,  and  that  their  Ruptures  did 
not  come  down. 

„Tffis  Agreement  was  made  about  the  Beginning 
of  February ,  and,  on  the  4th  of  April  following, 
it  appears  by  the  Minutes  of  the  Board,  “  That 
Mr  Lee  attended  with  three  Men,  whom  he 
cc  alledged  he  had  cured  of  Ruptures  *,  but  when 
<c  Mr  Chefelden  and  Mr  Fhomas  were  examined  to 
c£  the  Cafes  of  the  laid  Men,  Mr  Chefelden  al- 
<c  ledged,  that  he  had  net  been  privy  to  the  Con - 
cc  dition  of  the  faid  Men ,  before  they  put  themfelves 
a  under  the  Care  of  Mr  Lee,  and  therefore  he 
**  could  not  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  Na- 
ture  of  their  Cafes,  or  judge  of  the  Performance 
£C  of  the  Cures  A  and  confequently  defired  to  be 
excufed  from  ever  making  any  Examination,  as 
to  the  Cure  of  thofe  three  Men.  This  we  may 
fuppofe  the  Board  acquiefced  in,  as  the  following 
Order  was  made  that  Day,  46  That  Mr  Chefelden 
c<  do  previouHy  infpecl  the  State  and  Condition 
44  of  fuch  Men,  as  TKall  put  themfelves  under  the 
4C  Care  and  Diredtion  of  the  faid  Mr  Lee.”  And 
foon  after  this  Order,  Mr  Chefelden  did  examine 
leven  Men,  at  two  different  Times,  previouily  to 
their  being  taken  under  Mr  Lee's  Care. 

In  a  very  iliort  and  inconfiderable  Space  of 
Time,  Mr  Lee  declared  all  thefe  feven  Men  were 
cured  by  him,  though  no  Report  was  made  of  any 
of  them  by  Mr  Chefelden  to  the  Board,  till  16  Jan , 
1750-1  ;  for  the  greateft  Fart  of  this  Interval  of 
Time,  was  paffed  in  ^ilmoft  continual  Altercations 
and  Difputes  between  Mr  Chefelden  and  Mr  Lee, 
in  relation  to  the  different  Methods  of  examining 
thefe  Men,. thus  declared  cured,  which  were  warmly 
proposed  and  infilled  on,  on  each  Side. 
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Mr  ChefeUen  was  for  adhering  to  that  Method 
he  faid  Mr  Lee  had  agreed  to  on  his  firft  Ap¬ 
pointment,  which  was,  that,  whenever  Mr  Lee 
fhould  declare  any  of  the  Cures  complete,  &c. 
he  or  his  Affiftants  might  then  have  the  Liberty 
of  vifiting  and  examining  the  Men,  as  often  as  he 
fhould  think  proper;  in  order  that  they  might 
themfelves  be  Witneffes  that  they  had  entirely  laid 
afide  the  Ufe  of  their  Truffes.  And  this  Method 
he  thought  fair  and  unexceptionable,  troublefome 
to  himfelf  only,  but  very  advantageous  to  Mr 
Lee ,  provided  the  Truffes  were  bona  fide  left  off, 
and  the  Men  were  cured. 

On  the  other  hand,  Mr  Lee  was  perpetually 
teazing  and  labouring,  by  all  Arts  and  Means,  to 
prevail  with  him  to  fix  a  peremptory  Day  for  the 
Examination  of  thefe  Men ;  on  which  fingle  Ex¬ 
amination  Mr  Chefelden  was  to  make  a  conclufive 
Report,  whether  the  Men  were  cured  or  not ; 
and  confequently  could  have  no  Proof,  that  the 
Men  had  not  continually  worn  their  Truffes  to  the 
very  Day,  nay  the  very  Hour,  fix’d  for  this  Exa¬ 
mination, 

Mr  Chefelden  remonftrated  again  and  again, 
but  all  in  vain,  that  this  Method  was  abfolutely 
infufficient  to  afcertain  the  Truth,  or  give  him 
any  real  Proof  of  the  Mens  being  cured. 

And,  indeed,  what  poffible  Harm  could  arife  to 
Mr  Lee  or  the  Men,  from  this  frequent  Infpedtion 
of  them  ?  Mr  Lee  declared  them  perfectly  cured, 
and  that  they  had  left  off  their  Truffes  for  fome 
Time.  The  oftener  then  Mr  Chefelden  examined 
them,  and  the  more  certain  he  made  himfelf,  by 
fuch  Examinations,  of  the  Truth  of  thefe  Fadts, 
the  more  it  would  have  redounded  in  the  End  to 
Mr  Lee's  Credit ;  Mr  Chefelden' s  Report  would 
have  been  fatisfadfory  to  the  Commilfioners,  and 

an 
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an  Opportunity  been  given  of  pubiifhing  Mr  Lee" s 
Succefs  to  the  World,  on  fuch  Authority ,  as  could 
not  have  been  difputed. 

On  the  contrary,  was  not  the  refufing  Mr  Che- 
felden  this  Opportunity  of  convincing  himfelf, 
taking  it  entirely  out  of  his  Power  to  be  of  any 
Service  whatfoever  to  Mr  Lee?  Was  it  not  likely 
that  the  Commiffioners  would  be  unfatisfied  with 
a  Method  of  Examination,  which  Mr  Chefelden 
muft  in  Duty  inform  them,  was  fuch,  that  had 
there  been  a  Defign  laid  to  deceive  and  impofe 
upon  them,  no  Method  could  have  been  better 
calculated  to  anfwer  that  End  ? 

This,  at  lead,  we  were  informed  of  by  Mr 
Chefelden  himfelf,  that  the  more  vehemently  and 
affiduouily  Mr  Lee  urged  him  to  examine  thefe 
Men,  in  this  unfatisfa&ory  Manner,  the  more  he 
thought  it  behoved  him  to  be  on  his  Guard ,  and 
the  more  fufpicious  he  became  of  the  Truth  of  thofe 
Atteftations  which  were  made  to  him ,  that  the  Men 
had  left  off  their  Bandages ,  and  were  cured . 

When  Mr  Lee  found  how  backward  and  cau¬ 
tious  Mr  Chefelden  was,  and  how  thoroughly  re- 
folved  never  to  examine  one  Man  in  this  flight 
and  fallacious  Manner,  he  became  equally  affi- 
duous  in  painting  him  out  in  fuch  Colours  to  the 
Commiffioners,  as  fhouki  enable  him  to  carry  his 
Point  without  him .  *  And,  with  this  View,  he 
ufed  his  utmofl:  Endeavours  to  perfuade  them,  that 
they  would  never  come  at  the  Truth,  if  they 
trufted  to  their  Surgeons  ;  that  Mr  Chefelden  was 
particularly  his  Enemy,  a  Perfon  unfkilful  in  the 
Nature  of  Ruptures,  and  one,  who,  as  often  as  he 
had  afked  him  to  examine  the  Men  he  had  cured, 
as  conftantly  refufed  to  do  him  that  Juftice  •,  and 
therefore  he  requeued  them  to  appoint  him  their 

Surgeon, 
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Surgeon,  for  the  Relief  of  the  ruptur’d,  with 
fuch  Salary,  &c.  upon  the  Faith  of  his  own  Affier- 
iions ,  that  the  Men  were  perfectly  cured,  and  had 
left  off  their  Bandages  ;  upon  the  Faith  of  the 
Men  themf elves ,  who  continually  attended  the 
Boards,  in  order  to  affirm  the  fame;  and,  Laftly , 
on  the  Force  of  their  Affidavits. 

Ten  of  them  went  together,  about  this  Time, 
before  Judice  Manley ,  and  made  A  : davits  that 
they  were  perfectly  cured  \  which  Affidavits  were 
produced  to  the  Board. 

The  two  following  Memorials,  deliver’d  by  Mr 
Lee  to  the  Board,  may  ferve  to  fhew  his  Aim  and 
Intention  at  this  Time. 

cc  The  Memorial  of  Samuel  Lee,  Surgeon,  mod 

humbly  fheweth, 

64  That,  as  Mr  Chefelden  made  fome  Objections, 
*c  the  lad  Board-Day,  to  the  Bandages  worn  by 
54  the  Men  then  cured,  thought  it  was  necelfary 
44  for  them  again  to  attend  your  Honourable  Board, 
44  thinking  you  might  be  willing  to  afk  them  fome 
44  Queftions  ;  as  they  have  ail  of  them  left  off 
i4  their  Bandages  for  a  Month  pad,  and  walked 
44  much,  without  any  Manner  of  Inconvenience 
44  whatfoever. 

44  Befides  the  faid  Men,  one  Gage ,  aged  85, 
44  and  ruptured  36  Years,  now  attends,  he  being 
44  completely  cured,  and  once  infpedted  by  Mr 
44  Chefelden ,  when  his  Scrotum  was  to  the  utmod 
44  didended  by  the  prolapfed  Intedine  ;  and  tho’ 
44  Mr  Chefelden  was  pleafed  to  obferve,  the  lad 

64  Board-Day,  that  he  had  not  examined  the  Men 

65  then  prefent,  I  prefume  he  was  midaken,  I  having 
64  been  fince  informed,  that  they  have  been  often 
44  by  him  infpedted,  and  Hannah  in  particular,  by 

[  d  ]  the 
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u  the  Direction  of  Sir  Robert  Ricby  as  he  was  ad- 
44  mitted  an  In-Penfioner  on  that  Account  alone. 

44  For  the  greater  Satisfaction  of  your  Honour- 
44  able  Board,  and  in  Jufrification  of  my  own 
44  ConduCt,  I  this  Morning  waited  on  Mr  (  hefel- 
44  den7  and  defired  the  Favour  of  his  Infpeffion , 
44  which  he  refufed. 

44  The  four  laft  iVien  infpedted  by  Mr  Chefelden , 
44  three  Weeks  fmce,  have  each  laboured  under  this 
44  Complaint  near  thirty,  and  one  fifty  Years. 
44  Thefe  are  all  as  well  as  can  be  expeffed  in  fo 
44  fhort  a  Time,  the  Inteftine  being  reduced,  and 
44  the  Scrotum  reduced  to  its  former  Dimenfions.*3 

To  the  Honourable  Commiflioners,  &c. 

44  The  Memorial  of  Samuel  Lee>  moll  humbly 
44  flieweth, 

44  That,  in  Obedience  to  the  Direction  of  your 
44  Honourable  Board,  the  Men  I  firit  took  under 


44  my  Care,  viz. 

Aged. 

Years  Ruptur’d, 

John  Hanna , 

45 

,  9 

John  Mudford , 

5 6 

2 

*  Tho.  Merriman , 

66 

16 

Abraham  Gage , 

85 

36 

44  —Thefe  Men  are  all  perfectly  cured ,  have  gone 
44  without  any  Bandage  for  four  Months  paft)  and 


*  Vide  p.  82  of  the  Narrative  printed  in  Mr  Lee' s  Favour, 
where  are  the  following  Words  :  44  As  to  Merriman ,  he  was 
4f  only  a  few  Days  under  Mr  Lee's  Care,  in  the  Year  1749, 

-•  and  he  has  not  feen  him  fmce. - No  Wonder  then  the 

*c  Man  ihouid' remain  uncured. 

Me  * 


44  not 
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not  f eh  the  leafi  Pain ,  Prejfure ,  or  Symptom  of 
44  Complaint ,  which  1  hope  you  will  think 

44  ^  convincing  Proof  of  their  perfed  Cure. 

44  The  Men  I  fmce  took  under  my  Care,  were 
44  all  infpeded  by  Mr  Chefelden ,  when  the  Scrotum 
44  was  to  the  utmoft  difhended  by  the  prolapfed  In- 
44  teftine,  and  he  was  then  pleafed  to  tell  me, 
44  that  the  Cafe  of  each  was  much  worfe  than  he 
44  ffiouid  have  chofe  for  me,  and  that  if  I  cured 
44  either  of  them,  I  could  cure  any  Perfon  afflid- 
44  ed  with  that  Complaint. 

44  I  then  took  the  following  eight  Men  under 
44  my  Care,  viz . 


Humph .  Lackingtony 

Aged. 

56  ' 

Years  Ruptur’d,, 
10 

John  Steed , 

57 

4 

John  Coif  on , 

60 

17 

John  Tanner , 

85 

5 

William  Fielding , 

59 

20 

Stephen  Cowel , 

63 

21 

John  Brocas , 

64 

56 

William  Storey , 

65 

36 - 

44  — Three  Times  under  the  Care  of  Sir  Thomas 
44  Renton,  and  various  others ,  and  found  no  Relief 

44  Thefe  Men  all  wore  Trufles  at  the  Time  I 
44  took  them  under  my  Care,  and  had  done  from 
44  the  Time  they  were  firft  ruptur’d  ;  but  could 
44  never  keep  up  the  Rupture  one  Minute,  nor 
66  walk  without  the  4 greateft  Pain  and  Uneafinefs, 
44  which,  with  the  confequent  Infirmities  of  old 
44  Age,  rendered  the  Cure  far  more  difficult ;  tho’ 
$4  they  are  now  perfedly  well,  and  can  walk  as  well 
44  as  ever  in  their  Lives,  without  any  Pain,  Pref- 
54  lure,  or  Uneafinefs,  in  the  Parts  formerly 

[  d  2  ]  44  affected* 
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te  affe&ed.  As  I  have  not  failed  in  one  Infranc  e3 
44  I  hope  you  will  think  it  a  convincing  Proof.  * 

44  And,  as  there  are  a  great  Number  ot  deplora- 
44  ble  Objects,  both  In  and  Out-Penfioners,  who 
66  labour  under  this  Complaint,  truly  defer veCom- 
46  paffion,  and  daily  beg  my  Afliftance,  I  hope 
44  you  will  appoint  me,  for  the  Relief  of  all 
44  fuch  as  are,  or  fliall  be  ruptured  at  the  faid 
44  Hofpital  •,  and  for  my  Trouble  and  Attendance, 
44  to  order  me  fuch  a  Salary  as  in  your  Difcretion, 
44  your  Honours  fliall  deem,  meet,53 

Arundel -  Street , 

*  6  Sept.  1750.  Samuel  Lee . 

r  *  -  •  * 

It  is  here  to  be  obferved,  that  there  had  not  as 
yet  been  any  I  roof  produced  to  the  Board,  that 
Mr  Lee  had  performed  a  jingle  ure ,  hefides  his  own , 
and  the  Mens  Ajfertions. 

No  Notice  was  th  refore  taken  of  this  Petition 
by  the  Board;  but  as  Mr  Lee  acquainted  them, 
that  though  he  had  frequently  requefted  IV  r  ke- 
felden  to  examine  the  Cures  of  the  Men,  he  had 
conftantly  refufed  ;  the  Board  Order'd,  44  That 
44  Mr  Chefelden  do  report  fpecially  to  the  Board, 
44  at  the  next  Meeting,  the  State  of  the  Cures  Mr 
44  Lee  alledges  he  has  performed.55 

Harrals’d  and  tired  out,  as  Mr  Chefelden  had 
been  with  Mr  Lee's  Importunities,  and  unhappy 
now,  left  the  Commiffioners  fhould  give  any 
Credit  to  the  many  Complaints  Mr  Lee  had  made 
of  him,  with  the  groffeft  Mifreprefentations  of 

» 
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*  Hgvv  true  this  AiTcrtion  is,  the  Reader  will  fee  particu¬ 
larly,  in  the  Certificate  fign’d  by  the  Surgeons,  at  the  fend  of 
this  Account,  where  there  are  fix  of  thefe  Men’s  Names. 
Steed  dead,  Lackington  out  of  the  Hofpital. 
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his  Reafons ,  why  he  would  not  examine  the  Men  % 
he  (till  refolved  not  to  make  a  Report  upon  ait 
Examination  made  in  the  Manner  Mr  Lee  pro~ 
pofed.  And  when  Mr  Lee  made  frefh  Applica¬ 
tion  to  him  for  that  Purpofe,  in  confequence  of 
this  Order,  he  declared  fo  to  Mr  Lee ;  adding, 
that  he  fhould  do  himfelf  the  Honour  to  lay  his 
Reafons,  in  Writing,  before  the  Commiffioners,  at 
their  next  Meeting,  and  humbly  beg  them  to  take 
the  Opinions  of  the  King’s  Surgeons,  whether  fuch 
a  lingle  Examination  could  afford  any  Proof  that 
a  complete  Cure  was  performed. 

It  was  this  Intimation  Mr  Chefelden  fuppofed 
(as  he  informed  us)  that  induced  Mr  Lee  foon  af¬ 
ter  to  confent,  that  four  of  the  Men ,  alledged  to  he 
cured ,  fhould  he  brought  for  an  InfpetJion ,  three 
Himes  a  Week ,  for  one  Month  •,  Mr  Lee  {till  refufing 
Mr  Chefelden  the  Liberty  of  examining  himfelf 
whether  the  Men  pore  their  Truffes  on  the  interme¬ 
diate  DaySy  or  no . 

The  Refult  of  the  Examinations,  made  in  con¬ 
fequence  of  this  Agreement,  and  Mr  Lee' s  Con- 
du6t  and  Behaviour  on  the  Occafion,  with  the 
whole  Tranfadtions  on  16  Jan.  when  Mr  Chefelden 
made  his  Report,  require  fome  Attention. 

16  Jan.  1 750- 1. 

Mr  Chefelden' s  Report  was  read,  in  which  he 
declared,  that  upon  the  Examinations  of  the  Men, 
produced  to  him  by  Mr  Lee ,  as  perfectly  cured, 
44  on  3  Dec.  lafb,  two  of  three  Men  had  their  Rup- 
-*4  tures  down  ;  and  on  the  Friday  following,  Mr 
44  Lee  brought  four  Men  to  him,  two  whereof 
14  had  their  Ruptures  down." 

Note ,  Mr  Chefelden' s  written  Report  having 
not  been  prefer ved,  this  Fart  of  it  is  taken 
from  the  Minutes. 

We 
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We  fhall  give  Mr  Lee  s  Account  of  thefe  Exa¬ 
minations,  from  the  Narrative  publifhed  in  his 
Favour,  p.  14,  15. 

“  - 1  he  Conclufion  was,  that  Mr  Chefelden 
C4  fliould,  according  to  his  own  Requefl,  examine 
four  Men  for  one  Month,  every  Monday ,  Wed- 
tc  nefday ,  and  Friday ,  at  Three  c/Clock  in  the 
<e  Afternoon.  The  Men,  fixed  upon  for  Exami- 
nation,  were  Hanna ,  William  Storey , 

C€  Fanner ,  and  Curtis  %  with  thefe  Mr  Lee 

attended  Mr  Chefelden  at  the  Time  appointed, 
who  infpedled  them,  but  continued  not  to  do  it 
“  the  whole  Month,  as  required  at  the  Board,  af- 

65  ter  three  Examinations  alledging,  that  Mr  Lee 

66  might  fp are  himfelf  any  farther  Frouble ,  fince  the 
ec  Men  were  as  well  as  ever  they  were  in  their 
£C  Lives ,  that  he  found  not  the  leaf:  Appearance 
46  of  a  Rupture  in  any  of  them ,  at  the  fame  Time 
**  promifing,  that  he  would  certainly  make  his  Re- 
sc  port  in  his  Favour . 

^  Mr  Lee  then  repeated  Mr  Chefelden 5s  Words, 
*c  in  his  Prefence,  to  the  four  Men,  and  defired 
they  would  particularly  remember  them  ;  but 
^  having  Reafon,  from  Mr  Chefelden* s  former 
Behaviour,  to  fufpecl  his  Sincerity,  he  thought 
it  prudent  to  eftablifh  fo  material  a  Point,  by  the 
Affidavits  of  the  four  Men,  who  immediately 
*4  went  and  made  one  accordingly ;  and  which, 
ec  Mr  Lee  took  with  him  to  the  next  Meeting  of 
the  Com miffi oners,  which  was  on  16  Jan. 
1750-1. 

ts  Who  now  would  believe,  That  at  this  Meet- 
ing,  after*  a  Memorial  from  Mr  Lee  was  read, 
fetting  forth,  that  Mr  Chefelden  had  acquiefced 
t*  in  the  Cure ,  declined  any  farther  Examination* 
and  prom  fed  to  report  in  Mr  Lee’j  Favour  ? 


C6  Who, 
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cc  Who,  T  fay,  would  believe  that  this  very  Mr 
u  Chefelden  fhould  affirm  to  the  Board,  that  two 
“  of  the  faid  Men  had  their  Ruptures  down  at  the 
“  Time  he  examin'd  them ,  and  that  the  Examina- 
“  tion  was  given  up  at  Mr  Lee  ft  Requeft  ?  Or 
46  who  would  believe,  that  when  Mr  Lee  pro- 
cc  duced  the  Affidavits  of  the  four  Men  in  his 
tc  Tu ill fi cation,  they  were  not  permitted  to  be 
“  read  ?” 

To  this  lad  Queftion  we  anfwer,  that  Mr  Lee 
might  have  known  this  was  the  Reception  the 
Affidavits  would  naturally  meet  with  from  the 
Commiffioners,  by  what  had  been  faid  to  him  be¬ 
fore  that  Day  on  the  Subjedl  of  their  Affidavits. 

And  this  had  been  fo  often  repeated  to  him, 
before  the  Publication  of  the  Narrative,  that  we 
wonder  with  what  Face  this  Queftion  could  be 
put  at  the  Lime  and  in  the  Manner  it  is  there 
done. 

The  Secretary  at  War  gives  us  Permiffion,  in 
his  Name ,  to  publiffi  the  Subftance  of  what  he 
has,  at  different  Boards,  faid  himfelf  to  Mr  Lee , 
on  finding  that  every  Day’s  Debates  produced 
freffi  Affidavits  from  fome  or  other  of  thefe  weak 
old  Men,  viz. 

cc  That  he  had  a  very  had  Opinion  of  thefe  old 

Men’s  Affidavits ,  and  thought  no  Credit  was  to 
“  be  given  to  them. 

“  That  he  had  told  him  as  much  the  very  firft: 
“  Time  he  Rad  feen  him  at  the  Board  ;  and  more* 
46  that  if  he  had  been  prefent  the  firft  Board-day , 
“  whatever  Influence  he  had  with  the  Board, 
“  fhould  have  been  exerted  againft  his  having  ever 
“  been  admitted ,  without  other  and  better  Proof  of 
“  his  Abilities  to  cure . 


<c  That 
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44  That  thefe  old  Men  were  too  eafily  to  he  in - 
duced  to  fwear  to  any  Writing,  which  fhouid 
be  prepared  for  them . 

That  this  had  appeared  in  former  Tranfaclions, 
as  well  as  this ;  and 

44  That  he  thought  it  was  high  time  to  put  a 
£C  Stop  to  the  Progrefs  of  Perjury  amongft  them. 

And  he  farther  adds,  that  fome  Id  me  after,  at 
another  Meeting,  44  more  Perjury  appearing,  and 
44  there  not  being  a  fufficient  Number  of  the  Commifi 
44  fioners  prefent  to  aid  as  a  Board,  he  had,  for  the 
44  above  Reafons,  taken  upon  himfelf  to  order  that 
44  no  more  Penfioners  fhouid  be  put  under  the  Care 
44  of  Mr  Lee,  hoping  the  next  full  Board  would 
44  confirm  his  Order.  Nor  is  this  the  only  In- 
46  fiance,  wherein  one  or  two  Commiffioners,  in 
44  Cafes  that  requir'd  Difpatch,  have  made  Orders 
44  to  take  place  for  the  prefent,  and  to  be  annulled 
44  or  confirm'd  by  the  next  full  Board , 

44  And  this  Order  was  accordingly  confirmed  at 
44  the  very  next  Board,  at  which  five  Commifi 
44  fioners  were  prefent.55 

The  Reader  has  the  Secretary  at  War’s  Reafon 
for  taking  this  Meafure and  fees  how  little  Credit 
he  thinks,  as  the  Board  iikewjfe  did,  there  ought 
to  be  given  to  fuch  Men’s  Affidavits. 

If  Mr  Chefelden  had  made  this  Examination  of 
the  poor  Men  by  himfelf  without  any  Witnefs  be- 
ficles  Mr  Lee  and  the-  Men,  who  made  the  Affida¬ 
vits  of  his  Words,  it  might  not  perhaps  appear  id 
furprifing  tp  the  Reader,  that  every  thing  he  faid 
was  fo  direCtly  contradicted  by  Mr  Lee  •,  as  it 
imufr.j  when  he  is  inform’d  that  it  was  made  in. the 

Prefence 
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Prefence  and  with  the  Affiftance  of  Mr 4 Thomas 
and  Mr  Reid ,  the  latter  of  whom  took  a  Minute 
of  it  in  writing  on  the  Day  the  Examination  was 
made  ;  Of  which  the  following  is  an  exad  Copy. 

To  the  Truth  of  this  Mr  Reid  gives  his  moft 
lolemn  Teflimony,  as  Mr  Thomas  gives  his,  to  the 
Truth  of  the  Fads  therein  related. 

Friday ,  7  December. 

cc  Mr  Lee  brought  to  the  Infirmary  the  follow- 
ing  Men  to  be  examined,  John  Hanna ,  Peter 
Curtis ,  John  T anner ,  and  William  Storey.  Mr 
Chefelden ,  Mr  Thomas ,  and  I,  examin’d  three  of 
“  them,  viz.  John  Tanner ,  whofe  Rupture  was  at 
that  Time  up ;  Peter  Curtis^  and  William  Storey, 
£4  the  Ruptures  of  both  thefe  appeared  in  the 
Groin;  but  Mr  Lee  would  not  allow  the  Swel- 
44  lings  that  appear’d  in  their  Groins  to  be  Rup- 
46  tures,  tho’  Mir  Chefelden  reduced  them  into  the 
44  Belly  with  his  Hand  in  my  Sight,  and  a  Dif- 

44  pute  arifing  between  Mr  Chefelden  and  Mr  Lee 

45  about  the  Reality  and  Perfednefs  of  thefe  two 
44  Mien’s  Cures,  the  Refult  w'as,  that  Mr  Lee 
44  faid,  it  did  not  fignify  his  giving  him f elf  the 
44  Trouble  of  coming  with  the  Men  to  Mr  Che- 
44  felden  any  more,  Jince  if  he  would  not  allow  Wil- 
44  liam  Storey  and  Peter  Curtis  to  be  cured ,  he  ne- 
44  ver  would  allow  any ,  or  Words  to  that  Effed. 
44  John  Hanna  was  not  examin’d  by  Mr  Chef  el* 
44  den.” 

The  Reafon  why  John  Hanna  was  not  examin’d, 
was,  that  he  was  one  of  the  firft  four  Mien  under¬ 
taken  by  Mr  Lee ,  without  any  previous  Exami¬ 
nation  of  Mr  Chefelden ,  w'hom  he  had  refufed  to 
examine  on  that  account  on  4  April ,  1750.  he 
ought  not  therefore  to  have  been  brought  to 

[  e  ]  Mr 
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Mr  Cbefetden  this  Day.  Notwithftanding  this,  he 
went  before  Juft  ice  Manly ,  and  ftgned  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Affidavit : 


r  v 
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cc  I  John  Hanna ,  aged  45,  and  now  an  In-Fen- 
fioner  at  His  Majefty’s  Royal  Hofpital  at  CheU 
fea ,  make  Oath,  that  I  have  been  affiidted  with' 
a  large  and  painful  Rupture  in  my  right  Groin 
for  five  Years  laft  paft,  in  which  Condition  I 
was  examin'd  by  W.  Chefelden,  Efq ,  Surgeon 
to  the  aforefaid  Hofpital,  who  acknowledged  me 
to  be  ruptur'd,  as  above  defended,  and,  fince  my 
Cure ,  I  have  been  three  Himes .•  examin’d  by 
Mr  Chefelden ,  wz.  on  or  about  the  10th  of 
September  laft,  and  the  3d  and  7th  of  this  In- 
ftant  December ,  and  at  this  Examination  the 
laid  IF,  Chefelden ,  Efq*,  told  Mr  Lee,  that  there 
was  not  the  leaf  Appearance  of  my  Rupture ;  that 
he  always  found  me  well  and  exadfly  the  fame ; 
and  therefore  defin'd  Mr  Lee  would  not  trouble 
himfelf  to  attend  him  any  more ,  becaufe  he  was 
fatisfied  of  the  Cure  :  To  which  Mr  Lee  an- 
fwer’d,  that  he  did  not  think  it  any  Trouble, 
but  would  attend  him  as  often  as  he  thought 
necefiary.  Mr  Chefelden  then  laid,  that  there 


tc  was  no  manner  of  Occafion  for  it ,  that  three  Ex- 
aminations  were  as  good  as  three  thoufand ,  and 

“  that  he  would  make  his  Report  the  next  Board- 
66  Day,  without  giving  Mr  Lee  any  further  Trou- 
ble.  The  above  Words,  or  Words  to  the  very 
«  fame  Effedt,  Mr  Lee  repeated  to  me  in  the  Pre- 
“  fence  of  Mr  Chefelden,  and  Laid,  I  hope  you  will 
*4  remember  what  Mr  Chefelden  has  faid.  In  wit- 
tc  nefs, whereof,  and  that  I  have  continued  per- 
fedlly  well  to  this  Day,  and  can  now  walk  as 
te  well  as  ever  in  my  Life,  without  feeling  the 
66  ieaft  Pain,  Preflu  re,  or  Symptom*  of  my  late 

Com- 
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^  Complaint,  I  have  hereunto  fet  my  Hand  this 
w  tenth  Day  of  December*  1750. 

TVeftminfier , 

Sworn,  10  t)ec.  1750. 

before  me,  y.  Hanna . 

Rich .  Manly. 

'  >4 »»  • .  - '  •  -  *  •*  1  ■>  - .  ■> 

iV.  Storey,  ’Tanner ,  and  Curtis,  each  made 
an  Affidavit  to  the  fame  Purpofe,  and  are 
all  ruptur'd  at  this  Time.  y.  Hanna  died 
in  y*$>,  1752,  and  his  dead  Body  was  in- 
fpefted  by  feveral  Phyficians  and  Surgeons, 
in  the  Prefence  of  Mr  Lee,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  is  the  Report  made  to  the  Com- 
miffioners,  with  regard  to  the  State  of 
his  Rupture  at  his  Death, 
rs  : 

ct  Whereas  it  has  been  reported  that  John  Han - 
tc  ha,  whofe  dead  Body  we  have  this  Day  in- 
“  fpedfed,  was  perfectly  cured  of  a  Rupture,  un- 
“  del*  which  he  fome  time  laboured,  we  do  hereby 

certify,  that  the  Perforation  of  a  Rupture  on 
“  the  right  Side  was  fo  large,  as  eafily  to  admit 
£C  three  Fingers, — a  moft  certain  Proof  that  the 
cc  faid  Hanna  had  not  been  cured  of  his  Ruptured * 

Signed  in  my  Pre-  Benjamin  Hoadly ,  M.  D. 
fence,  July,  24,  Mejfenger  Monfey ,  M.  D. 

H.  Fielding .  Cxfar  Hawkins , 

Thomas  Hawkins , 

David  Middleton, 

William  Hunter. 

No  Credit  being  given  to  thefe  Affidavits  of  the 
Peiffi oners,  in  Contradiction  to  Mr  Chefelden , 

[  e  2  ]  Mr 
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Mr  Lee  then  obferved  to  the  Board,  that  it  was 
implied  in  his  Report,  that  the  other  Men’s  Rup¬ 
tures  were  not  down  :  which  he  infilled  on,  as  a 
certain  Proof  that  thole  Men  were  cured ;  and  con- 
fequently,  that  if  Mr  Chefelden  reported  thofe 
Men  not  cured ,  whofe  Ruptures  were  down,  he 
ought,  in  Juft  ice  to  him,  to  report  the  others 
cured ,  whofe  Ruptures  were  up. 

This  Conclufion,  as  a  Point  of  Surgery,  was 
debated  for  fome  Time  between  Mr  Chejelden  and 
Mr  Lee. 

“  Mr  Lee  then  acquainted  the  Commifiioners, 
cc  that  he  had  four  Men  attending  without,  whom 

he  de  fired  might  be  immediately  infpebted  by 
cc  Mr  Chefelden ,  the5  they  had  been  three  Times 
“  examined  by  him  before  ;  Mr  Chefelden  having 
46  accordingly  examined  the  faid  Men  (during  the 
44  Sitting  of  the  Board)  and  being  call’d  upon  to 
44  declare  his  Opinion,  fpecially  of  their  Cafes, 
44  faid,  That  for  ought  appears  to  him,  two  of  the 
44  faid  Men  are  cured,  he  not  finding  the  Orifices 
44  open.” 

With  regard  to  the  Orifices  being  clofed,  this 
is  no  more  than  what  is  every  Day  produced  by  a 
Trufs,  which  has  for  any  time  prevented  the 
Rupture  from  coming  down  :  but  whether  they 
have  acquired  a  fufficient  Strength  of  Contraction 
to  prevent  the  Return  of  the  Rupture,  cannot  be 
known  by  any  Examination,  but  muft  be  proved 
by  Time  and  Exer.cife,  upon  totally  leaving  off 
the  Trufs. 

It  ds  plain  it  was  not  Mr  Chefelden  s  Opinion 
that  they  were  cured ,  by  his  defiring  that  the  Ser- 
jeant-Surgeons  might  be  applied  to,  to  examine 
thefe  Men  with  him,  which  the  Board  acquieleed 
in,  ^nd  m'ade  the  two  following  Orders. 


* 
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January  1 6,  1750-1. 

“  Order'd ,  that  Mr  Chefelden  do  examine  the 
cc  faid  four  Men,  in  the  Prefence  of  Mr  Ranby  and 
“  Mr  Hawkins,  Serjeant-Surgeons  to  His  Majefty. 

“  Order' d.  That  Mr  Chefelden  may  have  Li- 
“  berty  at  all  Times  to  examine  the  Cafes  of  thefe 
6C  Men,  in  the  Prefence  of  Mr  Lee,  who  is  not 
w  previoujly  to  vifit  the  faid  Men.23 

The  firfl:  of  thefe  Orders  fufficiently  denotes, 
that  the  Board  was  not  fatisfied  with  the  Proof 
given  them,  that  thefe  Men  were  cured :  and  the 
latter  feems  to  imply  fome  kind  of  Sufpicion, 
where  it  is  directed  that  Mr  Lee  fhould  not  pre* 
vioufly  vifit  the  Men  ^  tho?  Mr  Chefelden' s  chief 
Point  of  gaining  Permiffion  to  vifit  them  at  all 
Times,  without  Reftridfion,  (after  they  were  once 
declared  to  be  cured )  in  order  to  know  whether 
they  continued  the  Ufe  of  their  Trufies,  or  not, 
was  made  of  no  Effedl,  by  his  being  confined  ne¬ 
ver  to  make  an  Examination  but  in  the  jPrefence  of 
Mr  Lee. 

We  beg  the  Reader  more  particularly  to  re¬ 
mark  this  Reftridtion,  as  upon  this  Point  the 
fame  Difputes  arofe  between  the  Serjeant-Surgeons 
and  Mr  Lee,  as  had  fubfifted  between  Mr  ChefeL 
den  and  him  before. 

In  obedience  to  this  Defire  of  the  Commifiioners* 
intimated  foon  after  to  them  by  Mr  Chefelden , 
Mr  Ranby ^  and  Mr  Hawkins ,  went  over  to  his 
Apartment  at  Cbelfea ,  where  Mr  Lee  produced 
feveral  old  Men  to  them,  whom  he  profefs’d  to 
have  cured. 

Before  any  Examination,  they  made  a  previous 
Enquiry  of  Mr  Chefelden ,  whether  he  knew  the 

Men 
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Men  before  him  to  be  the  fame  he  had  formerly 
examin’d  and  found  ruptur’d. 

Mr  Chefelden  declared  upon  his  Honour,  that 
he  believ’d  they  were  not  all  the  fame,  only  two 
or  three  of  them. 

They  then  afk’d  Mr  Chefelden ,  whether  he  knew 
thofe  Men  had  been  without  their  TrufTes  for  any 
Time  previous  to  that  Examination. 

To  this  Mr  ( hefelden  anfwer’d,  that  Mr  Lee 
had  not  permitted  him  to  make  any  fuch  Enquiry, 
and,  confequently,  he  could  not  inform  them. 

Mr  Ratify  and  Hawkins  view’d  and  examin’d 
them  all,  and  took  Notice,  that  there  was  not  the 
leaf;  Appearance  in  the  Parts  to  be  examin'd , 
which  could  induce  them  to  believe  any  Alteration 
whatever  had  been  produced  in  them  by  medicinal 
Applications. 

One  only  (John  Hanna)  had  his  Rupture  ap¬ 
pearing  in  his  Groin.  The  Ruptures  of  the 
others  were  not  down  ;  but  feveral  of  them 
had  fuch  Rednefs  and  Marks  upon  their  Skin 
round  their  Hips,  even  almoft  to  galling,  that 
they  had  not  the  lead:  Doubt  but  that  thefe  Men 
had  worn  their  Truffes  even  to  a  fhort  Space  of 
Time  before  they  were  brought  to  them. 

Mr  Lee  however  requeued  a  Certificate  from 
Mr  Ranby  and  Mr  Hawkins ,  as  well  as  from 
Mr  Chefelden ,  that  they  had  no  Appearance  of  a 
Rupture,  and  were  perfectly  cured. 

When  they  exprefs’d  their  Surprize  at  this  Re- 
queft,  on  fuch  a  fingle  Examination,  Mr  Lee 
begg’d  and  infixed  ilrongly  on  their  certifying, 
that,  upon  Examination,  the  Men  appear'd  to  be 
r\We  11.  \ 

They  told  him,  they  imagined  this  was  only 
changing  the  Expreffiop,  as  it  would  always  be 

under- 
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underftood  as  if  they  had  nothing  to  objedt  at  that 
Time  to  their  being  perfectly  well. 

They  defired  him  to  confider,  that  they  had  no 
one  Proof  whatever  before  them  oi  the  Men’s  be¬ 
ing  cured. 

One  of  thefe  (John  Hanna)  whom  he  produced 
as  cured,  had  his  Rupture  appearing  then  in  his 
Groin. 

Of  the  others,  there  was  no  Evidence  that  one 
Part  of  them  had  ever  been  i*uptured . 

How  then,  or  with  what  Propriety  could  they 
certify  thefe  Men  were  cured  ? 

Mr  Lee  anfwer’d,  that  the  Affidavits  of  the  Men 
the?nf elves  would  prove  that. 

Mr  Ranby  and  Hawkins  faid,  they  could  never 
allow  that  the  Affidavits  of  fuch  Men  fhould  be  a 
Counterpart  to  any  Certificate  of  theirs. 

Then,  as  to  the  other  Men,  whom  Mr  ChefeL 
den  knew  to  be  ruptur'd,  there  was  no  Evidence 
whatever,  that  they  had  laid  a  fide  their  Truffles 
for  any  Time  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  appeared 
moil  evidently  to  them,  by  the  Marks  on  their 
Flips,  that  they  had  not  only  lately  worn  their 
Trulfes,  but  had  even  worn  them  fo  tight  as  to 
gall  and  fret  the  Skin. 

ZD  • 

This  Mr  Lee  protefted;  that  they  had  not* 
worn  a  Trufs  for  many  Months. — The  Men  de¬ 
clared  the  fame. 

They  then  propofed  to  Mr  Lee,  that  he  fhould 
permit  Mr  Chefelden  to  make  fuch  Enquiries,  as 
he  fhould  think  proper,  to  afcertain  this  one  Fadt, 
that  thefe  Men  had  really  left  off  their  Truffes : 
And  they  would  name  another  Day  for  a  fecond 
Examination. 

To  this  Mr  Lee  objedled,  faying,  that  Mr  Che¬ 
felden  was  his  Enemy,  de,  and  that  he  never 

would 
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Would  allow  him  any  fuch  Permiffion,  nor  fuffer 
him  to  examine  his  Patients  in  his  Abfence* 

Here  then  was  an  End,  and  Mr  Ranhy  and  Mr 
Hawkins  declared  it  was  impoflible  for  them  ever 
to  certify  in  his  Favour,  if  he  would  not,  or  could 
not  produce  better  Proofs  of  Cure,  then  he  offer’d 
them  at  that  Time. 

Indeed  Mr  Chefetden  had  -informed  them,  that 
With  regard  to  the  Men’s  Attentions,  he  wifh’d 
them  to  be  upon  their  Guard,  for  he  thought  they 
Were  not  to  be  traded  at  all  ;  for  Hanna  kept  a 
Publick  Houfe,  and  it  was  notorious  to  every  one 
in  the  College,  that  the  ruptur’d  Men  were  al¬ 
ways  drinking  there. 

However,  though  they  could  not  truft  to  the 
Atteflations  of  thefe  Men,  who  declared  they  had 
already  left  off  their  Truffes,  and  Mr  Lee  would 
Hot  permit  Mr  Chefelden  to  make  the  proper  En¬ 
quiries  to  fatisfy  them,  that  they  continued  to  do 
fo  for  the  future  •,  they  were  willing  to  fhew  their 
Difpofition  to  fpare  no  Trouble  to  themfelves,  if 
any  Method  of  Examination  could  be  fixed  upon, 
that  was  fair  and  fatis  factory,  and  therefore  pro- 
pofed  to  Mr  Lee  to  take  four  or  five  new  Men 
Under  his  Care,  and  let  them  firft  fee  that  they 
were  ruptured  *,  and  then  they  would  afterwards 
make  all  proper  Enquiry  into  their  Cures,  from 
Time  to  Time,  as  became  them  as  judges  between 
the  Board  and  him. 

This  Bropofal  Mr  Lte  at  lafl  affented  to.  A  Day 
Was  fixed  upon  for  bringing  thefe  new  People  to  St 
George ’s  Hofpital.  Mr  Chefelden ,  Mr  Ranby ,  and 
Mr  Hawkins  -attended.-  But  Mr  Lee ,  inftead  of 
new  Men  with  Ruptures  down,  for  them  to  in- 
fpedf,  as  fre fir  Subjects  for  him  to  cure,  brought 
with  him  the  fame  Men  they  faw  at  Chelfea ,  peti¬ 
tioning,  as  at  that  Meeting,  a  Certificate  that  they 

were 
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Were  cured,  of  appeared  to  be  well :  To  which,  of 
courfe,  the  fame  Objections  they  made  before 
were  ftill  valid.  This  they  declared  to  Mr  Lee , 
which  was  the  whole  that  palled  between  them  at 
the  Hofpital  that  Day. 

Very  foon  after,  Mr  Ranby  and  Mr  Hawkins 
had  the  Honour  of  a  Meffage,  defiring  their  At¬ 
tendance  upon  the  Board. 

Hpril  245 1  This  Meffage  they  obey’d,  and  found 

1751.  C  Mr  Lee  had  brought  with  him  feveral 
^  of  the  People  they  had  feen  at  Mr  Che¬ 
felden' petitioning  y?///,  as  before,  that  upon  the 
prefent  Appearance  of  them,  a  Report  ihould  be 
made  to  the  Board,  whether  the  Men  were  cured* 
or  not. 

When  they  were  called  in  to  the  Board,  they 
related  all  that  had  pafs’d  at  Mr  Chef  elder?  s,  and  at 
St  George' %  Hofpital,  and  gave  their  Rcafons  in  the 
flrongeit  Manner  they  could,  why  they  could  not 
poflibly  make  any  final  Report,  ’till  Mr  Lee  would 
allow  them  more  fufficient  Evidence  to  form  their 
Judgment  upon,  than  fingle  Examinations. 

But  as  Mr  Lee  was  very  earned  to  have  the 
Men  he  had  brought  thither  examined  dire&ly, 
the  Pay  mailer  afked,  if  there  were  not  fome  a- 
mcngft  them  that  Mr  Chefelden  knew  to  have  been 
ruptured  *,  and  Mr  Chefelden  naming  Peter  Curtis 
and  -John  Fanner ,  he  defired  the  Serjeant-Surgeons 
to  examine  them  with  Mr  Chefelden  and  Mr  Lee. ; 
adding,  that  he  did  not  require  a  final  Report, 
’till  they  themfelves  were  fatisfied. 

“  Their  Ruptures  were  not  down  \  but  Mr  Ran- 
£C  by  and  Mr  Hawkins  took  Notice,  that  t htOpen- 
“  ings  of  the  Mufcles,  through  which  the  Rup- 
C£  cures  ufed  to  clefcend,  were  large  and  undo  fed, 

[  f  ]  44  in 
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u  ill  fuel)  Manner,  that  they  concluded  their  Rup- 
44  tures  would  come  down  fooner  or  later ,  upon  their 
44  ufrng  Exercife ,  and  that  thefe  Men  were  not 
64  cured .” 

44  This  they  reported  to  the  Board,  and  likewife 
€4  that  both  the  Men  had  very  apparent  Marks  upon 
4,4  their  Skin  of  the  Wear  oi  a  Bandage ;  and  that 
44  they  had  obferved  one  of  them,  when  he  put: 
44  up  his  Breeches,  roll’d  the  fore  Lappet  of  his 
44  Waiftcoat  into  a  hard  Comprefs,  which  he 
64  placed  properly  in  his  Groin,  and  button'd 
44  his  Breeches  exceeding  tight  over  it,  fo  as,  in 
*4  Reality,  to  make  this  Comprefs  and  Waift- 
44  band  of  his  Breeches  an  excellent  Subftitutc 
44  for  a  common  Trufs.’5 

This  Account  of  their  Examination  of  thefe 
Men,  and  of  their  Report,  is  taken  from  the 
■Words  of  their  Narrative*,  read  to  the  Commit- 
Boners,  (in  the  Prefence  of  Mr  Lee)  who  had 
themfelves  feen,  and  examin’d  the  Marks  on  the 
Skin,  and  had  been  Eye-  Witneffes  of  the  Rolling 
■  up,  and  buttoning  in  the  Flap  of  the  Waiftcoat 
tight  into  the  Breeches.  It  was  not  then  neceffary 
to  be  particular  in  every  Circumftance.  But  as 
Mr  Lee ,  in  a  Memorial  deliver'd  to  the  Secretary, 
Dec.  ii,  1751*  gives  the  following  very  different 
Account  (attefted,  as  ufual,  by  both  the  Men’s 
Affidavits  made  before  juftice  Manley)  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  lay  all  .the  Circumftances  before  the 
Reader  as  they  really  happen’d. 

44  Both  thefe  Men,  T anner  and  Curtis ,  happen- 
44  ’mg  to  attend  at  that  Time,  and  the  Surgeons 

O  *  |  ^  ^ 

44  being  order’d  to  examine  them  in  an  adjacent 
44  Room,  they  there  admitted  each  Man  to  be 
44  perfectly  'cured ,  but  in  lefs  than  two  Minutes 

u  went 


*  Vide  Appendix,  p,  1 2. 
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^  went  in,  and  had  the  Afiurance  to  report  to  the 
u  honourable  Board,  that  they  were  not  cured  ; 

which  Contrariety  induced  the  honourable  Com- 
45  miffioners  to  order  an  Examination  in  their  Pre - 
u  fence ,  when  they  appear’d  to  b z  perfectly  cured? 5 

The  Surgeons,  at  the  Requeft  ot  the  Board, 
went  into  an  outer  Room,  and  examin’d  thefe  Men. 

The  Ruptures  were  not  down,  but  there  were 
fuch  apparent  Marks  on  the  Skin  of  the  very  late 
Wear  of  a  Trufs,  that  they  afk’d  the  Men,  whe¬ 
ther  they  did  not  ftili  wear  their  Tr tides?  The 
Men  denied  it.- — They  repeated  the  Queftion,  tel¬ 
ling  them,  they  faw  fuch  Marks  as  could  not  but 
Convince  them,  fome  fort  of  Bandage  or  other  had 
been  very  lately  applied  to  thofe  Parts. 

The  Men  were  putting  up  their  Breeches  at  this 
Time,  and  Mr  Hawkins  obferving  one  of  them 
fumbling  in  doing  it,  kept  his  Eye  upon  him,  and 
faw  him  roll  up  the  Flap  of  his  Waiftcoat,  and 
button  it  tightly  into  his  Breeches.  Upon  his 
mentioning  this  to  Mr  Ranby  and  Mr  Chefelden , 
the  Man  was  endeavouring  to  undo  it ;  but  they 
prevented  him,  and  carried  them  both  direbtly 
into  the  Board,  and  they  were  examin’d  before 
the  Commiffioners  and  the  Gentlemen  with  them, 
one  of  whom  was  Sir  V/iiliam  Tonge. 

It  appear’d  plainly  to  the  Commiffioners,  and 
it  is  believ’d  to  every  one  prefent,  that  tho’  the 
Ruptures  were  not  down,  yet  there  were  Marks 
upon  the  Skin  in  both ,  and  that  one  of  them  had 
roll'd  up  the  Flap  of  his  fVaiftccat ,  and  button'd  it 
tight  into  his  Breeches ,  which  was  unbutton’d  be¬ 
fore  them,  that  they  might  fee  how  artfully  it  was 
managed :  and  Mr  Ranby ,  Mr  Hawkins ,  and 
Mr  Chefelden  declared,  that  thofe  Marks  on  the 
Skin  were  fufficient  Proofs  to  them,  that  both  the 
Men  had  but  very  lately  pull’d  off  their  Truffes; 

[  f  2  ]  that 
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that  the  Openings  of  the  Mu  fetes  were  underfed  in 
fuch  manner,  that  it  was  their  Opinion  their  Rup¬ 
tures  would  come  down  again  foon  on  their  uftng 
Exercife,  and  that  they  were  not  cured  •,  and  that 
this  Roll  or  Lump,  thus  tightly  applied  to  the 
proper  Fart,  was,  in  their  Mind,  as  good  a  Sub- 
fiitute  for  a  Trufs,  for  the  prefent  Time,  as  could 
have  been  invented,  and  therefore  that  this  Mini 
ought  to  be  look’d  upon  as  having  his  Trufs  on  at 
the  very  Time  he  was  offer’d  to  be  examin’d  as 
one  perfectly  cured. 

■  Sir  William  Tonge  recollected^  and  mention* d ,  at 
Mr  Ranby' s  Trial,  this  Circumftance  of  ike  Flap, 
of  the  Waificoat ,  and  that  Mr  Ranby  had  faid  it 
was  of  the  fame  Nature  with  a  Frufs. 

The  Secretary  at  War  too  was  queftioned 
to  the  fame  purpofe  at  that  Trial,  and  laid,  he 
remember'd  that  one  of  the  Men  had.  the  Flap  .  of  his 
Waificoat  folded  up  in  his  Breeches ,  and  being  afk’d 
his  Opinion  why  the  Man  had  done  fo  3  he  an- 
fwerki,  that  he  mention'd  this  only  as  a  Matter  of 
Faft,  which  he  law.  As  to  any  Opinion,  he  did 
not  pretend  to  any  Skill  in  the  Nature  of  Ruptures, 
to  form  an  Opinion  of  any  Weight  upon,  and 
therefore  he  fhould  only  fay  what  he  thought  him- 
felf  at  the  Time,  which  was,  that  the  Man  wade 
this,  Ufe  of  the  Flap  of  his  IVaiftcoat  to  firengihen 
feme  weak.  Part .  • 

The  Teftimony  of  thefe  two  Gentlemen,  thus 
given  at  a  public  Trial,  will  fufficiently  convince  the 
Reader  of  the  Truth  of  this  Faff,  which,  together 
with  the  Marks  on  the  Skin,  and  the  State  of  the 
-perforations  thro3  the  Mufcles,  were  the  Founda¬ 
tion  of  Mr'  Hanky's*  and  Mr  Hawkins' s  Report, 
that,  thp3  the  Ruptures  were  not  then  clown,  they 
would  very,  foon  be  down,  if  the  Men  were  kept 
without  their  Truffes*  and  that  therefore  they  could 
liot  themf elves  think  either  of  thefe  Aden  cured. 

JhQ? 
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Thos  thefe  Circum (lances  were  fo  (trongly  Re¬ 
member’d  by  thefe  Gentlemen  at  the  Trial  near 
two  Years  alter,  yet,  the  very  November  after  the 
Examination,  both  Tanner  and  Curtis  made  each 
pf  them  an  Affidavit  (one  of  which  the  Reader 
will  prelendy  fee)  to  the  fame  Purport  with  what 
has  been  quoted  from  Mr  Lee's  Memorial,  and  al- 
moil  in  the  very  Words  *,  declaring,  at  the  End  of 
them,  that  they  were  then  perfectly  well,  but  with¬ 
out  mentioning  one  Circu  affiance  relating  to  their 
Bandages.  And  even  after  the  Trial,  when  the 
Narrative  in  Mr  Lee's  Favour  was  publifh’d,  the 
Account  is  given  there  in  a  Manner  dill  more  gla- 
ringiy  falfe. — Tanner  and  Curtis  “  were  order’d  to 
“  be  examin’d  in  an  adjacent  Room,  where  they 
admitted  them  to  be  perfectly  cured  ^  but  at 
u  their  Return  to  the  Commiffioners,  reported 
cc  their  Ruptures  down ,  &c. 35  * 

The  Gonclufion  of  this  whole  Affair  at  the 
Board  this  Day,  was,  the  Commiffioners  making 
the  fame  Propofal  to  Mr  Lee,  that  had  been 
made  him  at  Mr  Chefeiden  s  Apartments  by  the 
Serjeant-Surgeons,  of  beginning  a  new  Experiment 
with  frefh  Men  (on  which  Propofal  Mr  Lee  de¬ 
clined  all  further  Experiment).  And  when  the 
Company  was  withdrawn,  giving  Mr  Chejelden , 
at  his  Requefl,  a  Permiffion  to  examine  thefe  two 
Men  at  any  Time  he  pleafed  in  the  Abfence  of 
Mr  Lee* 

The  Reader  will  eafily  believe  Mr  Chefeiden  was 
not  long  before  he  made  ufe  of  the  Liberty  thus 
given  him,  and,  three  Days  after,  at  the  very  firft 
Examination  ol  thefe  Men,  he  found  they  had  each 
pf  them  his  Trufs  upon  him,  and,  when  that  v/as 
remov'd,  each  of  them  had  his  Rupture  come 
down. 

*  Vide  p.  in.  Narrative  wrote  in  Mr  Led s  Favour. 

This 


This  Difcovery  of  Mr  Chefelden* s  produced  fb 
very  extraordinary  an  Affidavit  from  one  of  thefe 
©Id  Men,  and  fo  very  malicious  a  Reflection  on 
Mr  Chefelden* s  Memory,  in  the  Narrative  in 
Mr  Lee' s  Favour,  that  we  mull  beg  the  Reader's 
Patience,  whilfl:  we  lay  the  whole  before  him. 

The  Affidavit,  tho5  a  long  one,  we  think  right 
to  give  at  Length,  as  it  refers  to  both  his  Exami¬ 
nations,  that  before  the  Com  million  ers  on  the  24th, 
as  well  as  this  on  the  27th,  and  as  a  Sample  of  the 
Stile  and  Manner  in  which  the  Affidavits  are 
drawn  on  which  Mr  Lee  builds  all  his  Proofs,  thos 
the  Men,  who  make  them,  can  hardly  write  their 
Names ;  and  thefe  two  Men,  Tanner  and  Curtis , 
only  fet  their  Marks. 

This  is  to  certify.  That  I  Jchn  Tanner ,  aged 
85,  was  ruptured  nine  Years,  which  rendered 
my  Scrotum  four  Times  as  large  as  its  natural 
Size,  and  in  this  Condition  I  was  examined  by 
£4  William  Chefelden ,  Efq*,  who  acknowledged  me 
44  to  be  ruptured  as  above  defcribed,  and  by  his 
44  Direction  I  received  a  Trufs  for  that  Complaint, 
but  never  found  the  leaf!:  Relief  from  that  or 
46  any  other  Application  that  has  been  by  him  ap- 
44  plied  ;  and  I  do  farther  fay,  that  before  I  came 
46  under  the  Care  of  Mr  Samuel  Lee ,  Surgeon,  that 
44  I  was  told  by  the  Paid  Mr  Chefelden  that  my 
46  Cafe  was  incurable  :  however,  knowing  feverai 
44  Men  at  the  faid  Hofpital  that  the  faid  Mr  Lee 
44  had  cured,  I  applied  myfelf  to,  and  came  under 
44  his  Care  in  or  about  the  Month  of  April ,  1750, 
44  and  I  was  by  him  perfectly  cured  of  my  laid 
xi 44  Rupture,  and  fince  my  Cure  I  have  been  live  or 
64  fix  Times,  and  in  different  Months,  examined  by 
44  the  faid  Mr  Chefelden ,  and  at  each  Examination 
44  admitted  to  be  well  and  per  fed]  y  cured,  and  I 
«  was  alfo  once  examined  by  Mr  Ranby  and 
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64  Mr  Hawkins ,  Surgeons,  fince  my  Cure,  at 
44  Mr  Chefelden’ s  Apartments  in  Chelfea  Hofpital, 
*4  and  there  admitted  by  each  of  them,  and 
44  Mr  Chefelden ,  to  be  perfectly  cured  •,  and  fmce 
44  that  Time  I  was  examined  by  the  faid  two  Sur- 
44  geons,  Mr  Chefelden ,  and  many  others,  at 
44  St  George’s  Hofpital,  and  there  again  admitted 
4 4  by  each  Man  to  be  perfectly  cured.  To  prove 
44  theTruth  of  which,  I,  with  many  others,  did,  on 
44  or  about  the  24th  of  April  laft,  attend  the  Ho- 
44  nourable  Commiffioners  for  the  Affairs  of  the 
44  aforefaid  Hofpital,  to  whom  Mr  Chefelden , 
44  Mr  Ranby,  and  Mr  Hawkins ,  reported  I  was 
44  not  cured,  notwithftanding  I  had  before  that 
44  Time  made  two  Affidavits  that  I  was  perfectly 
44  cured,  on  which  Mr  Lee  then  in  lifted  ;  and  the 
44  faid  Commiffioners,  as  I  am  informed,  was 
44  pleafed  to  direct  the  faid  Surgeons  to  examine 
44  me  in  an  adjacent  Room,  which  they  and 
44  Mr  Chefelden  then  did,  and  there  each  of  them 

• f 

44  again  faid  that  I  was  wTelI  and  perfedtly  cured  ; 
44  and,  not  two  Minutes  after  that  they  went  in,  and 
44  again  reported  to  the  Commiffioners,  as  I  am  in- 
44  formed,  that  I  had  my  Rupture  down  at  that 
44  Time  ;  and,  on  Mr  Lee’s  infilling  that  it  was 
44  falfe,  I  was  called  in  before  the  faid  Commif- 
44  fioners,  and  by  each  of  them,  in  the  Prefence  of 
44  the  faid  three  Surgeons,  I  was  examined,  in- 
44  fpedled,  and  found  to  be  perfectly  well,  and 
44  fince  that  Time,  (viz.)  - on  or  about  the  27th  of 
44  April  laft,  Mr  Thomas,  A  ffii  ft  ant- Surgeon  to  the 
44  faid  Mr  Chefelden ,  came  to  me  as  I  lay  afieep  on 
44  my  Bed,  and  by  Force  pulled  me  down  to  the 
44  Apartments  of  the  faid  Mr  Chefelden ,  at  whofe 
44  Door  I  then  faw  the  above  named  two  Surgeons, 
44  Mr  Ranby  and  Mr  Hawkins ,  and  as  foon  as  I 
^  came  into  the  Rooom  Mr  Chefelden  faid  to  me, 

44  Here* 
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*6  Here,  drink  this  Dram,  which  he  gave  me  in  a 
44  Glafs,  but  it  was  not  above  a  iarge  Spoonful, 
66  which  I  drank  up,  and  found  it  did  not  tafte 
M  any  thing  like  Brandy,  which  he  told  me  it  was, 
44  though  1  believe  in  my  Confcience  it  was  not* 
44  for  1  was  immediately  feized  with  fuch  violent 
44  fhaking  and  trembling,  that  I  really  thought  I 
44  lliouid  die,  and  that  this  was  occafioned  by  that 
44  which  Mr  Chefelden  gave  me,  and  in  this  Con- 
44  dition  I  continued  for  many  Days  after,  and 
46  hourly  expeded  my  Death,  being  almoft  choak- 
ed,  and  it  was  with  the  uttnoft  Difficulty  that  I 
44  could  draw  my  Breath  but  thank  God,  by  taking 
44  Phyfic  daily,  and  Mr  Lee's  good  Care,  I  of 
44  that  alfo  recovered,  and  can  now'  walk,  confi- 
44  dering  my  Age,  as  well  as  ever  in  my  Life, 
44  without  feeling  the  leaft  Pain,  Preffure,  or 
*4  Symptom  of  my  late  Rupture:  In  Witnefs 
64  thereof,  and  that  I  to  this  Day  remain  perfectly 
44  cured,  I  have  hereunto  fet  my  Mark,  this  xoth 
44  Day  of  October*  I75lt 

JVeftminfter  to  wit, 

Swrorn  io  October* 

17.51,  before  roe 

Richard  Manley .  John  ~y-  Fanned  s  Mark . 

The  fame  wicked  and  feandaious  Story,  howe¬ 
ver  incredible,  is  told  in  the  Narrative,  in  almoft 
the  fame  Words,  p.  21. 

He  begins  with  the  fame  falfe  Fads.— The 
Ajfiftnnt -Burgeon  went  io  Us  Apartment?- by  Force 
dragged  him  >to  Mr  Chefelden5  j  Apartment?  —  at  the 
Bohr  of  which  he  J aw  the  Serjeant -Surgeons.  -  Mr 
Chefelden  there  offered  him  a  Dram,  which  was  not 
above  a  large  Spoonful  in  a  Glafs,  which  he  drank  ; 
but  thought  it  did  not  tafie  like  Brandy ,  though 

Mr  Chefelden 
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Mr  Chefelden  told  him  it  was.— - 
ilili  with  falfe  Fa£ts. 


And  then  proceeds 


“  If  fo,  it  mu  ft  be  allow’d  to  have  produced  a 
cc  very  unufual  Effedt ;  for  the  poor  old  Man  was 
immediately  feized  with  a  violent  (baking  and 
trembling,  which  continued  many  Days,  at- 
“  tended  with  a  great  Difficulty  in  drawing  his 
46  Breath,  infomuch  that  his  Death  was  hourly 
“  expedfed;  but  he  happily  recovered. 

C£  Now,  if  it  be  confidered,  how  convenient 
bringing  down  this  Man’s  Rupture  wTould  be  to 
€C  the  Credit  of  the  Triumvirate,  it  will  require 
C£  no  great  Stretch  of  Credulity  to  fuppofe  fome 
<c  forcing  Medicine  adminiftred  for  that  rurpofe, 
64  and  which  indeed  feems  to  be  the  Cafe  •,  for  the 
sc  Serjeant-Surgeon  foon  after  waiting  on  Sir 
64  William  Tonge ,  told  him,  that  Lee  had fujficient 
Reafon  to  he  angry  with  Mr  Chefelden,  but  none 
44  with  him.” 

This  Story  is  all  of  a-piece.  Mr  Ranhy  never 
faid  this  to  Sir  W.  Tounge .  There  is  no-  fuch  Medi¬ 
cine  known  as  a  forcing  Medicine  to  bring  down  a 
Rupture.  His  Illnefs,  after  leaving  Mr  Chefelden, 
is  ail  a  Fiction.  TheSerjeant-Surgeons  were  not  at 
Mr  Chefelden ’s.  There  is  no  oneCircumftance  true, 
but  Mr  Chefelden’ %  giving  him  a  Dram,  as  may 
be  feen  by  the  following  Account  given  us  by  Mr 
Thomas,  to  the  bed  of  his  Memory,  of  the  whole 
as  it  pafs’d. 


V7  April,  1751. 


C£  Mr  Chefelden  directed  him  to  go  to  their 
44  Wards  after  Dinner-Time,  and  bring  Tanner 
44  and  Curtis  to  him,  at  his  Apartment,  which  he 
44  did  accordingly.  Mr  Chefelden  and  he  examin’d 
them,  found  their  Trades  on  *,  and,  on  their 
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<s  Removal,  their  Ruptures  came  down.  Mr 
Chefelden  then  expoduiated  kindly  with  them, 
€C  alking  Tanner,  in  particular,  how  fo  old  a  Man, 
between  80  and  90  Years  of  Age,  with  one  Foot 
“  in  the  Grave,  could  go  to  deceive  the  Board, 
and  give  fade  Tedimony  that  he  had  left  off 
46  his  Trufs,  and  even  make  an  Affidavit  of  fuck 
a  Falfhood.  ■ 

<c  The  Men  feemed  concerned  at  Mr  Chefelden' s 
€C  Difcourfe,  upon  which  he  gave  them  a  Dram, 
**  and  bid  them  go  and  have  a  better  Way  of 
65  thinking  for  the  future.” 

Mr  Thomas  allures  the  Public,  that  this  is  a  true 
Account  of  the  whole  Affair. 

It  is  our  Indignation  on  this  Jnfult  on  Mr  Che¬ 
felden  §  Memory,  that  has  made  us  dwell  fo  long 
upon  this  Subject. 

No  Surgeon  in  England,  or  perhaps  in  any  other 
Country  $  has.  done  more  Honour  to  his  Profeffion 
than  Mr  Chefelden <  His  Reputation  has  been  fo 
well  eftablifhed  all  over  Europe,  that  there  is  not 
a  Surgeon  of  any  Note,  that  is  not  ready  to  ac¬ 
knowledge,  how  much  he  is  obliged  to  him  for 
the  great  Improvements  he  druck  out  in  Surgery. 
Surely  every  unprejudiced  Perfon  will  imagine  it 
more  likely,  that  Inch  a  Man,  retired  as  he  was 
then  from  private  Bufinefs,  in  fo  honourable  a 
public  Employment,  would  have  rejoiced  at  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  introducing,  under  his  own  Patro¬ 
nage,  fo  general  a  Benefit  to  Mankind,  as  a  fpeedy , 
certain,  and  radical  Cure  of  Ruptures,  rather  than 
fuppofe  him  capable  of  ufing  the  lowed  and  baled 
Arts,  to  ftifle  a  Difcovery,  which  if  real  and  effi¬ 
cacious,  he  mud  be  very  fenfible  would  very  foon 
be  proved  fo  to  the  Public, 


Mr  Ranhy 
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Mr  Ranby  and  Mr  Hawkins  thought  this  Affair 
entirely  at  an  End,  on  Mr  Lee  s  declining  any  Ex¬ 
periment  ;  but  it  feetns  Mr  Lee  had  very  foon 
alter  changed  his  Refolution,  for  on  the  2  2d  of  the 
next  Month,'  he  brought  four  Men  to  St  George’ s 
Hofpital,  according  to  an  Appointment  made,  at 
his  Requeft,  with  Mr  Ranby  and  Mr  Hawkins  \ 
who  were  examined,  and  allowed  to  be  ruptured, 
and  thefe  he  was  to  begin  a  new  Experiment  on. 

From  this  Time  they  heard  no  more  from  Mr 
Lee,  ’till  the  Beginning  of  March ,  175 1-2,  when 
Mr  Lee  went  to  Mr  Ranby’ s  Houfe,  and  told  him* 
the  Men  examined  at  St  George’ s  Hofpital  were 
cured,  and  defired  he  would  appoint  a  Time  with 
Mr  Hawkins ,  when  they  might  all  three  go  toge¬ 
ther,  to  make  an  Examination  of  the  Men. 

This  Manner  of  Examination  Mr  Ranby  re- 
Fufed  ;  but  defired  Mr  Lee ,  if  he  thought  them 
cured,  to  give  it  him  in  Writing,  with  a  Declara¬ 
tion  of  their  having  left  off  their  Truffes,  and  to 
leave  a  Notice  of  the  fame  Kind  at  Mr  Hawkins’ s  • 
and  that  then  they  two  would  take  proper  Oppor¬ 
tunities  of  vifiting  and  examining  the  Men  at  their 
own  Times,  and  in  fuch  Manner  as  fhould  be  fa- 
tisfadlory  to  themfelves,  that  the  Men  did  not  wear 
Truffes,  and  of  their  Appearances  of  Cure.  And 
afterwards ,  at  a  proper  Time,  they  would  be  very 
ready  to  make  a  juft  Report. 

This  Method  Mr  Lee  refufed,  though  confonant 
to  the  Agreement  made  when  he  undertook  their 
Cure. 

2  April , )  On  the  2d  of  April  following,  Mr 
1752.  \ Ranby  and  Mr  Hawkins  were  defired 
^  to  attend  the  Board,  which  they  did  \ 
but  as  Mr  Lee  had  given  them  no  Opportunity 
©f  knowing  that  the  Men,  whom  he  might 
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pfopofe  for  their  Examination  that  Day,  had 
left  off  their  Truffes  tor  any  Time  ^  they  took 
the  Liberty  of  humbly  reprefenting  to  the 
Board,  <c  that  the  Method  of  feeing  and  ex- 
tc  draining  Men ,  who,  tor  ought  they  knew, 
tc  might  have  worn  their  Truffes  ’till  the 
Time  they  were  preferred  to  them  for  Exanai- 
C£  nation,  could  not  give  them  any  real  or  fatis - 
cc  factory  Proof  of  their  being  cured  of  their  Rup - 
cc  tureS)  they  knowing,  from  certain  and  conftant 
cc  Experience,  that  thofe  Ruptures  which  have 
cc  been  kept  up  by  Bandage  any  Time,  feldom 
cc  appear ,  or  drop  down  at  once ,  without  Exercife, 
or  foine  fiTong  Motion  of  the  Body  ;  that  forne 
“  grown  Perfons,  writh  the  Help  of  common 
cc  T ruffes,  are  cured •,  and  that  tnoft  would  appear 
to  be  fo ,  though  in  Reality  they  were  not ,  upon 
4 6  fuch  an  Examination  as  this  which  Mr  Lee 
66  propofed,  Efr.*55 

This  Reprefentation  we  left  in  Writing  with 
the  Commiffioners,  having  drawn  it  up  at  their 
Requeft,  before  we  had  their  Leave  to  withdraw. 

After  we  were  gone,  the  Board  came  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Refoiutions,  expreis’d  in  their  Minutes3 
thus  : 

A 

At  a  Board  held  on  Thurfday,  2  April,  1752. 
cc  Prefent ,  the  Right  ZA/z.  William  Pitt,  Efqy  the 
.>  iC  Right  Hon.  H'enry  Fox,  Efq \  Lord  lichefter, 

•  Sir  Philip  Meadows,  Col.  Cofsley. 

♦ 

cc  John  Ranby  and  C afar  Hawkins ,  Efqs*,  Ser- 
€C  jeant-Surgeons  to  His  Majeffy,  attended  the 
Board,  and  declared  their  Opinion  in  Writing 
f  concerning  the  Cure  of  Ruptures. 

/ 

*  Vide  Appendix,  n.  j  c. 

‘  ‘  Mr  Lee 
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44  Mr  Let f,  Surgeon,  attended  with  Dr  Thomfon 
44  and  others,  who  gave  their  Opinions  upon  the 
44  fame  Subject. 

44  And  after  confidering  what  was  offer’d  on  both 
44  Sides,  the  Board  came  to  the  following  Refolu- 
44  tion: 

44  That  Mr  Lee  may  undertake  the  Cure  of  fuch 
44  In-Penfioners,  afflidted  with  Ruptures,  as  fhould 
44  voluntarily  put  themfelves  under  his  Direction, 
44  their  Cafes  being  firft  certified  to  him  by  the 
44  Surgeon  or  Surgeon’s  Deputy  of  the  Hofpital, 
44  and  in  twelve  Months  after,  the  Operations  of 
44  his  Cures  will  be  confider’d  by  the  Board,  and 
44  he  will  be  rewarded  accordingly.” 

We  cannot  forbear  laying  hold  of  an  Opportu- 
nity  which  offers  itfelf  from  that  Part  of  the  Mi¬ 
nutes  which  fays,  44  Mr  Lee,  Surgeon,  attended, 
44  with  Dr  Thom  Jon  and  others,  who  gave  their 
44  Opinions  upon  the  fame  Subjedt of  fhewing 
what  fort  of  Evidence  Mr  Lee  would  willingly 
have  pafs’d  upon  the  Board  for  convincing  Proofs 
that  the  Men  were  cured  :  After  we  were  gone. 

Dr  Thomfon ,  and  Mr  Mitchell  Surgeon,  at¬ 
tended  the  Board,  and  gave  in  the  following  Cer¬ 
tificate,  the  Truth  of  which  they  attefted  to  the 
Board. 

44  We  do  certify  that  we  have  examin’d 

John  Tanner , 

Peter  Curtis , 

James  Morgan , 

John  Hanna , 

John  Hamilton , 

Richard  Harvey . 

Ci  and  do  find  that  they  are  all  cured,  and  that 

44  they 
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t&  they  have  no  Appearance  of  their  Ruptures  a t 
**  this  Time.5* ** 


T.  Thomfon ,  M.  D.  Phyfician  to 
Nov .  23,  his  Royai  Highnefs  the  Prince 

1751*  of  Wales. 

W>  Mitchell  Surgeon  to  the 
Royal  Regiment  of  Horfe- 
Guards,  Blue  *. 


Mr  Lee  inform'd  the  Board,  that  the  Men  at¬ 
tended  without,  and  Dr  Thomfon  and  Mr  Mitchel 
were  defir’d  to  examine  them  in  the  next  Room  ; 
it  being  infmuated  at  the  fame  Time,  that  if  the 
Men  fhould  be  now  found,  as  well  as  they  were 
found  in  November ,  there  could  be  no  ilronger 
Proof  poffibly  given,  that  they  were  perfectly  cured. 

How  artfully  was  this  contrived,  to  fhuffie  over 
the  main  Thing  wanting  to  make  this  any  Proof 
at  all ,  viz.  the  Certainty  that  thefe  Men  had  dis¬ 
continued  the  Wear  of  their  Bandages  from  No¬ 
vember  to  April . 


Thefe  Gentlemen  went  out,  examin’d  the  Men, 
and  return’d  with  the  following  written  Certifi¬ 
cates, 


John  Hanna 
William  Storey , 
Peter  Lnrtis , 
Lames  Morgan , 
John  "Tanner , 

R.i  chard  Harvey , 


Aged. 

46 

66 

80 

50 

86 

43 

v  -  *  ' 


Years  Ruptur’d* 
5 

30 

5  ' 

9 

5 

4 


*  This  Certificate  refers  tq  a  private  Examination,  which 
we  fuppofe  was  made  by  thefe  Gentlemen,  at  Mr  Lee's  Re- 
qucd  ;  upon  which  {ingle  Examination,  it  is  there  faid,  “  We 

**  do  certify,  that  we  have  examined,  and  do  find  that  th^y 
are  ail  cured.’*' 

4'*,;  j 
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44  I  do  certify  that  I,  with  Meflieurs  Cbefelden , 
44  Ranby ,  and  Hawkins ,  did  examime  feme  of 
44  the  fix  above-named  Men,  when  they  were- 
46  ruptur’d,  and  Mr  Cbefelden  was  prefent  at  the 
46  Examination  of  all  except  Hanna . 

y.  Thomas* 

N.  B.  Mr  Thomas  refufed  to  fign  the  follow¬ 
ing  Certificate. 

44  We  the  under-named  do  certify,  that  we 
44  have  examin’d  the  fix  above-named  Men,  and 
44  that  they  have  not  at  this  Time  any  Sign, 
44  Symptom,  or  Appearance  of  a  Rupture,  and 
44  all  the  Men  declare  they  have  not  wore  a  Ban- 
44  dage  for  fome  Months  of  any  Kind  whatfoever, 
44  and  fome  have  left  it  off  for  twelve  Months, 
44  and  fome  for  near  two  Years,  witnefs  our  Hands 
44  the  2d  Day  of  Aprils  1752.* 

Thomas  Thomfon ,  M.  D. 
William  Mitchel, 

Thefe  Gentlemen  certify  a  great  deal  more  than 
we  poffibly  could. 

On  the  Men  we  examin’d,  we  faw  Marks  on 
the  Skin,  &c.  that  convinced  us  they  had  lately 
worn  their  Truffes  ;  and  this  we  thought  a  Sign  of 
their  being  ruptur’d  Men.  But  (till,  tho’  they 
certify  more  than  we  could,  their  Certificates  prove 
nothing  at  all.  Indeed,  if  they  could  ha ve  proved, 
in  the  proper  Senfe  of  the  Words,  that  in  Novem¬ 
ber  the  Men  were  without  any  Sign,  Symptom, 
or  Appearance  of  a  Rupture,  that  in  April  they 
were  fo  too,  tho’  but  at  one  Examination  only  : 
And,  befides  this,  that  they  had  continued  fo  from 
November  to  Aprils  without  ever  once  wearing 
their  T rnjfes ,  the  Board  would  undoubtedly  have 
concluded  they  were  cured :  But  as  this  was  not 

done. 
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done,  as  the  main  Proof  that  they  had  never  worn 
their  Truffes  ftill  reded  on  the  Mens  Declarations 
and  Affidavits  alone,  and  as  the  Commiffioners 
could  not  give  fo  entire  and  eafy  Credit  to  thofe 
Declarations  and  Affidavits,  as  thefe  Gentlemen 
feerned  to  do,  the  Proof  of  Cure  juft  remain’d  as 
it  was  before  thefe  Certificates  were  produced. 

Another  of  thofe  who  accompanied  Mr  Lee, 
was  Mr  Roebuck ,  and  he  declared  in  Perfon  to  the 
Board,  that  he  had  been  ruptur’d,  and  worn  a 
Trufs  for  many  Years  •,  till,  applying  to  Mr  Lee*, 
he  was  cured  by  him  in  a  few  Hours  ;  nay,  that 
he  found  the  Benefit  of  the  Application  even  before 
Mr  Lee  removed  his  Hand ,  fo  that  he  wore  the 
Trufs  no  longer  than  the  following  Night . 

The  Quicknefs  of  his  Cure,  and  the  Eafe  that 
accompanied  it,  was,  one  would  think,  fo  re¬ 
markable,  as  not  eafily  to  be  forgot  by  the  very 
Perfon  himfelf.  Yet,  when  Mr  Roebuck  gave  his 
Evidence  in  J¥ eft minfter- Hall,  in  the  Caufe  between 
Mr  Ranby  and  Mr  Lee,  he  fwore  he  wore  the 
Trills  but  a  Day  or  two  ;  and,  when  crofs- 
examined,  he  faid  he  kept  it  on  not  more  than  a 
Fortnight .  Surely,  from  a  Gentleman  at  leaft,  a 
confident  Evidence  might  have  been  expedled. 

To  return  -Mr  Chefelden  dying  foon  after,  and 
Mr  Ranby  fucceeding  in  his  Place,  he  immediately 
petitioned  the  Board,  on  the  very  fir  ft  Opportu¬ 
nity,  to  give  him  thq  fame  Permiffion  of  examin¬ 
ing  all  the  Men  whom  Mr  Lee  had  reported  to  be 
cured,  that  had  been  granted  before  to  Mr  Che -  * 
felden ,  with  regard  to  Tanner  and  Curtis  only. 

Accordingly,  at  a  Board,  held  on  the 
June  a4-,  ( 24th  of  June,  1752,  at  which  were 
1752.  \  prefect  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt , 

Efq;  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Fcxy  Efq^ 
Sir  Philip  Meadows ,  and  Coh  Cofsley ,  when  Ap¬ 
plication 
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plication  was  made  for  an  Order  to  examine,  from 
time  to  time,  fuch  Men  as  Mr  Lee  had  affirmed 
were  cured  of  Ruptures  *,  it  was  “  ordered,  that 
the  Surgeon  of  the  Hofpita'l,  or  his  Deputy, 
do  examine  the  faid  Men  as  often  as  either 
c  c  of  them  do  think  neceftary,  in  relation  to  the 
Performance  of  fuch  Cures. 5> 

The  Reader  will  obferve,  the  Application  was 
made  to  the  Board  only  to  examine  fuch  Men  as 
Mr  Lee  had  affirmed  to  be  curecU  which  implies 
having  left  off  their  Bandages  entirely  \  and  there¬ 
fore  could  be  of  no  Differ  vice  to  Mr  Lee,  if  what 
he  declared  was  really  true  ;  and  farther,  that  this 
Liberty  was  what  Mr  Chefelden  was  always  endea¬ 
vouring  to  obtain  of  Mr  Lee  himfelf  by  Agreement , 
which  he  fometimes  promifed,  but  would  nevet 
once  permit :  and  what  he  could  never  obtain  from 
the  Board  till  the  24th  of  April ,  1751,  (which  ex¬ 
tended  only  to  Tanner  and  Curtis)  without  having 
this  Injunction  added  to  it,  that  fuch  Examination 
muft  be  in  the  Prefence  of  Mr  Lee  ;  by  which 
Means  he  could  never  be  certain,  the  Men  would 
not  be  apprifed  of  his  Coming  before- hand,  and 
be  too  much  on  their  Guard  to  be  found  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  as,  if  there  was  any  Trick  to  be  plaid 
him,  in  refpedt  to  their  Truffes,  he  could  poffibly 
difeover  it. 

He  was  always  very  confident  the  Men  were  not 
cured.  He  had  reafon  to  fufpedt  they  ft  ill  conti¬ 
nued  the  Wear  of  their  Bandages. — If  he  proved 
this,  it  would  be  a  Matter  of  Faff,  point  blank 
the  contrary  to  what  Mr  Lee  had  affirmed  to  the 
Board,  and  to  what  the  Men  had  fworn  •,  and, 
confequently,  would  render  fufpedled,  and  of  no 
Force ,  all  Mr  Lee’s  Objeffions  to  his  Opinions ,  that 
the  Men  he  had  examined  were  not  cured,  whofe 
Ruptures  were  not  down  at  their  Examina- 

[  h  1  tions ; 
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tions  5  which  Opinions  were  founded  on  the  via¬ 
ble  Marks,  which,  he  laid,  proved  to  him,  as  a 
Surgeon,  that  they  had  very  lately  worn  a  Trufs, 
or  fome  other  tight  Bandage. 

Mr  Cbefeiden  found  his  Sufpicions  well  ground” 
ed,  with  Regard  to  'Tanner  and  Curtis  ;  and,  had 
his  Life  been  fpared,  would,  in  all  Probability, 
have  made  the  full  Difcovery  of  the  Wickednefs 
of  all  the  other  old  Men,  which  afterwards  fell  to 
Mr  Ranby9  s  Lot.  • 

Mr  Ranby  thought  as  Mr  Cbefeiden  did,  that 
his  fil'd  Enquiry,  m  cOnfequerice  of  this  Order, 
'was  to  find,  whether  the  old  Men  had  really  left 
off  their  Bandages.  Mr  Ranby  was  therefore  re- 
folved  to  infpecff  them  at  different  Times,  as  he 
fhouid  happen  to  find  them,  when  out  of  their 
Wards,  and  walking  about;  fufpedting,  in  Cafe 
they  were  lent  for  to  him  in  Form,  they  might 
pofiibly  leave  their  Truffes  at  Home. 

Whenever,  therefore,  he  himfelf,  or  his  Depu¬ 
ties,  met  with  them  thus  in  their  Walks,  they  car¬ 
ried  them  into  the  next  Apartments,  wherever 
they  were  moft  likely  to  meet  with  any  of  the 
Servants  of  the  Hofpital,  to  be  p refen t  at  the  Exa» 
mination  ;  imagining,  that  as  this  Proof  was  to 
b$  laid  before  the  Commiffioners,  none  were  fo 
proper  Evidences  as  their  own  Servants,  who  were 
undoubtedly  competent  Judges  of  this  Matter  of 
Fatt ,  whether  the  Men  had  their  Truffes  cn ,  or  not  % 
but,  arnonglt  the  Witneffes  to  thefe  Examinations, 
the  Reader  will  find  feveral  of  Character  and  Skill 
in  this  Diforder. 

In.  this  Manner,  before  the  next  Board-Day  *  he 
himfelf,  or  his  Affiftant-Surgeons,  caught  off  their 
Guard,  examined,  and  found  almoll  every  Man, 
who  had'  been  reported  by  Mr  Lee?  in  one  or 
other  (and  fame  in  all)  of  his  Memorials,  as  cured , 
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perfectly  cured, — left  off  their  Bandages  for  Months , 

• — fame  for  a  Tear ,  —  who  had  been  certified  to  he 
cured  by  Dr  Thompfon  and  Mr  Mitch  el,—  and 
(what  is  dill  infinitely  worle,  for  thefe  two  Gen¬ 
tlemen  might  have  been  deceived)  who  had  made 
(fome  of  them  repeated)  affidavits,  that  they  were 
as  well  as  ever  they  had  been  in  their  Lives . — - 
We  fay,  he  found  them  with  their  Trujjes  on,  and 
on  taking  off  their  Truffes,  their  Ruptures  imme¬ 
diately  came  down . 

So  that  not  a  Jingle  Man,  whom  he  examined 
thus,  could  in  any  Signification  of  the  Word* 
cured,  be  affirmed  to  be  more  fo,  than  he  was 
when  he  was  fird  undertaken  by  Mr  Lee . 

The  laying  thefe  feveral  Examinations,  at 
Length,  before  the  Reader,  will  break  in  too 
much  upon  the  Thread  of  this  Hidory,  which  is 
now  drawing  very  near  to  a  Conclufion. 

They  may  be  feen,  at  Large,  in  the  Minutes  of 
the  Board,  at  which  they  were  read,  in  the  Pre¬ 
fence  of  Mr  Lee,  and  at  which  every  Witnefs  at¬ 
tended  in  Perfon,  and  atteded  the  Truth  of  every 
particular  Examination. 

At  this  Board,  held  on  Feb.  8,  1753,  Mr  Ranby 
and  Mr  Hawkins  gave  in  a  Narrative,  introducto¬ 
ry  to  the  Account  of  thefe  Examinations,  which 
contained  a  ffiort  Recapitulation  of  all  they  then 
thought  the  mod  material  Circumdances,  that  had 
occurred  in  the  Courfe  of  their  Enquiries  and  Ex¬ 
aminations  *,  together  with  their  feveral  Opinions, 
and  their  two  Reports,  the  fird  of  which  was 
made  in  Conjunction  with  Mr  Chefelden,  and  the 
other  by  themfelves,  a  little  before  he  died.  * 

*  For  this  Narrative  and  the  Examinations  annex’d,  fee 
jj.  8.  of  the  Appen. 

[  h  2  ]  At  & 
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At  a  Board  held  on  (4  Marche  1753*  Prefent  tM 
Flight  Hon .  William  Pitt,  E/qi  Right  Hon . 
Henry  Fox,  Efq\  Lord  Ilchefter,  6Vr  Robert 
Rich,  Col.  Cofsiey,  and  Sir  Philip  Meadows. 

The  CommifTioners  examined  fix  of  the  Men 
them fe Ives,  shifted  by  Mr  Thomas  \  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  are  fhort  Minutes  of  each  Examination, 
taken  by  their  Secretary. 


•  John  Fanner  got  a  Fall  about  6  Months  ago, 
and  then  his  Rupture  came  down,  — his  Trufs  was 
on  at  the  Trial ,  and  his  Rupture  came  down  now 
immediately  upon  taking  off  the  Trufs. 

JVilliam  Story ,  has  non)  his  Rupture  down, — 
hath  been  in  Lech  Hands  three  Years, —had  his 
Trufs  -  on  before  he  came  into  the  Room,- had 
his  Bandage  on  when  he  make  Affidavit  of  his 
Cure  before  jnftice  Manley , — went  without  a  Ban¬ 
dage  for  4  Months, — Mr  Lee  took  him  in  Hand 
in  July  1750,— Mr  Thomas  fays,  his  Rupture  is 
now  in  the  State  it  was,  when  he  firil  undertook 
his  Cure,— wears  his  Trufs  fometimes  when  he 
walks,  — the  Rupture  grown  larger  while  he  was 
under  Examination  of  the  Cornmiffiones, — has 
made  two  Affidavits  before  Manley ,  and  fays  he 
made  but  one. 


Peter  Curtis ,  another  Trial- Man, —  his  Rupture 
as  fmall  at  frit  as  it  is  now, — wore  his  Trufs  kill 


lad  Week,  — wore  it  for  Security  and  for  Warmth, 
by  Advice  of  Mr  Lee ,  made  an  Affidavit  of  his 
Cure  before  Manley ,  by  the  Recommendation  of 
Mr  Lee,— Story  was  with  him,  and  made  Affida- 
vit  at  the  lame  Time. 


Stephen. Cowell^  a”  large  Rupture,— had  his  Ban- 
dage  on  before  the  Board,  — could  not  fwear  that 
he  was  cured, — never  left  off  his  Trufs. 

Joh% 
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John  Coulfon,  can't  tell  what  he  ftgn'd  in  his  jff* 
f  davit ,  leaves  off  his  Bandage  by  Night,  but  not 
by  Day,—  his  Rupture  now  down, — is  well  with  a 
Bandage  on,  —  to  wear  the  Bandage,  by  Mr  Lee's 
Order,  as  long  as  he  lives, —  had  his  Bandage  on 
when  he  made  Affid-avit,  -  the  Contents  of  it  were 
writ,  and  he  was  well  for  ought  he  knew 

Thomas  Merriman  fays,  he  is  not  cured,  —found 
no  Benefit  from  Mr  Lee  j  but  a  Trufs  from  Mr 
Chefelden  did  keep  up  his  Rupture,- — Mr  Lee  re¬ 
ported  he  was  cured. — 

“  Adjourn'd ,  "till  Monday  next,  and  that  Mr 
Lee  may  be  fent  to  attend,  if  he  pleafes,  when 
cc  there  will  be  a  full  Board,  and  will  finally  de- 
cc  termine  upon  Matters  laid  before  them  relating 
to  his  Condudf  at  Chelfea. — • 

“  Mr  'Thomas  not  to  certify  any  more  Men  to 
Mr  Lee.— 

At  a  Board  held  at  the  Hofpital- Chamber,  in 
Whitehall,  on  Tuefday,  27  March ,  1753. 

Prefent ,  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt,  Ef \\  Right 
Hon.  Henry  Fox,  Efo*,  Lord  Ilchefter,  Sir  Ro~ 
,bert  Rich,  1 CoL  Cofsley. 

Mr  Lee ,  according  to  Summons  attended,  and 
the  Minutes  of  the  Board,  taken  the  14  th  of 
March,  1753*  were  read  to  him  ;  whereby  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  John  Tanner ;  William  Story ,  Peter 
Curtis ,  John  Coulfon ,  Stephen  Cowell ,  and  Thomas 
Merriman ,  perfonally  examined  in  the  Prefence  of 
the  Commifiioners,  were  at  that  Time  uncured  of 
their  Ruptures,  notwithftanding  they  had  been 
feverally  under  Mr  Lee's  Care. 

The  Board  then,  refumed  the  Confideration  of  a 
Narrative,  which  had  been  prefented  to  them, 

8  Feb a 
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8  Feb.  1753,  by  John  Ranhy  and  Cafior  Hawkins* 
Efqrs;  Serjeant- Surgeons  to  his  Majefty  *,  to  which 
Narrative  were  annexed,  Copies  of  Examinations, 
Certificates,  and  Declarations,  relative  to  fevenn 
teen  Penfioners,  and  fully  proving  Mr  Lee’s  In^ 
Efficiency  in  the  Cure  of  Ruptures,  and  the  Arti¬ 
fices  made  ufe  of  by  him  to  eftablifh  the  Credit  of 
fuch  Cures.  And  Mr  Lee  admitted,  that  at  the 
Time  the  fame  was  read,  he  did  not  offer  to  dif- 
prove  any  thing  therein  contained. 

The  Board  then  order’d  the  Refolution  to  be 
read,  which  they  came*  to  on  the  2d  of  April , 
1752,  which  is  as  follows. 

“  That  Mr  Lee  may  undertake  the  Cure  of 
“  fuch  In-Penfioners  afflicted  with  Ruptures,  as 
“  fhould  voluntarily  put  themfelves  under  his  Di» 
<c  reclion,  their  Cafes  being  fir  ft  certified  to  him 
by  the  Surgeon,  or  Surgeon VDeputy  of  the 
“  Hofpital  ;  and  in  Twelve  Months  after,  the 
*c  Operation  of  his  Cures  will  be  confidered  by  the 
<c  Board,  and  he  will  be  rewarded  accordingly.55 

The  Board  having  taken  the  whole  into  Conft- 
deration,  and  finding  no  Cures  performed ,  but 
many  Mal-Pra&ices  carried  on  by  Mr  Lee,  have 
judged  him  no  Ways  intitled  to  any  Reward  for 
one  Year’s  Experiments,  as  above  recited,  and  do 
forbid  him  ail  Attendance  upon  the  Hofpital  for 
the  future; 

Thus  ended  this' Affair  at  the  Chelfea  Board. 
But  juft  at  the  Breaking  up  of  the  Parliament,  the 
Narrative  two  or  three  Times  referr’d  to  by  us 
(writ in  Mr  Lee’s  Vindication)  was  clandeftinely  dif- 
pers’d,.  in  which  it  is  afferted,  p.  79.  in  Capital 
Letters,  “'that  M r  Lee  was  ready  to  fubrnit  the 
“  Welfare  of  thefe  very  Men  to  the  candid  Judg- 
“  merit  of  any'  impartial  Tribunal.’* 


This 
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This  Sentence,  if  it  means  any  thing  more  than 
a  Reflection  upon  the  Commiffioners,  muff  mean 
that  the  Men  were  really  well  and  perfectly  cured, 
notwithftanding  all  that  had  been  reprefented  to  the 
Commiffioners. 

The  Matter  of  Fa6t,  that  the  Men  wore  their 
Bandages  ftill,  furely  the  Commiffioners  and  their 
Servants  are  as  competent  Judges  of,  as  any  Man 
whatever  *,  and  as  to  the  Point,  whether  cured  or 
not  cured,  tho5  Mr  Ranby  knew  the  Men  were 
really  not  cured,  and  the  Commiffioners  were  con¬ 
vinced  of  it ;  tho5  he  was  ready  at  any  Time  to 
(hew  any  one  who  had  any  Doubts  of  the  Truth 
of  what  was  declared  in  their  Narrative  ;  and  tho* 
he  had,  fi nee  this  Affair  was  ended  at  the  Board, 
carried  many  to  fee  them,  and  never  once  found  them 
without  a  Trufs,  or  the  Rupture  down  :  Yet  he 
wanted  to  be  able  to- give  feme  public  Teftimony 
to  fuch  as  did  not  think  it  worth  the  Trouble,  or 
did  not  know  how  to  apply  to  fee  the  Men  them- 
felves. 

And  with  this  View,  he  invited  feverai  of  the 
principal  tPerfons  of  the  Frofeffion,  to  dine  with 
him  at  Chelfea . 

On  the  Day  appointed,  the  Deputy-Governor, 
at  Mr  Ranby3 s  Requeft,  iffued  out  his  Orders  early 
in  the  Morning,  that  all  the  In-  Penfioners  ffiould 
repair  to  the  common  Hall  at  Five  o’Clock  in  the 
Afternoon  ;  and  the  proper  Officer  called  out  thefe 
Men  from  amongft  them,  that  had  been  Mr  Lee's 
Patients,  and  carried  them  into  another  Apart¬ 
ment,  where  they  were  all,  one  after  another,  ex¬ 
amined  by  thefe  Gentlemen,  and  the  Reader  will 
judge  of  the  State  of  thefe  Men,  at  this  Time,  by 
the  following  Certificate  made  to  the  Public  by 
them,  whofe  Names  and  Characters  are  too  well 
known  in  every  Part  of  the  Town,  and  Kingdom, 
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for  the  Reader  to  want  any  Notice  given  him, 
what  Hofpitals  they  belong  to,  or  where  to  be 
found* 

The  Certificate. 

July  13  1753. 

46  The  following  In-Peniioners  of  Chelfea  Hof* 
46  pital,  viz. 

*  Stephen  Cow  el ^ 

*  John  Colfon , 

'  *  John  Brocas , 

*  John  Hamilton , 

*  William  Storey , 

*  John  Tanner , 

*  Peter  Curtis , 

Thomas  Merriman , 

Thomas  Clark , 

William  Fielding , 

Randal  Caiman ,  were  feverally  examin’d 
44  by  us,  whofe  Names  are  under-written  •,  they 
had  every  one  of  them  Truffes  on,' upon  the 
Removal  of  which  Truffes,  all  their  Ruptures, 
65  except  Peter  Curtis’s 9  came  down. 

Ranby , 

Cafar  Hawkins , 

I).  Middleton , 

Peter  Saint  hill * 
Edward  Nourfe , 
Robert  Adair * 
Samuel  Sharp , 
Jofeph  PauU 

'  William  Hunter , 

/£?iw  Thomas , 
Alexander  Reid. 

All 
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All  thefe  Men,  except  Clark ,  the  Reader  will 
find  reported  to  the  Commifiioners,  in  Mr  Lee’s 
Memorials,  perfectly  cured ,  and  thole  mark’d  with 
*  have  made  one,  or  more  Affidavits  to  the  fame 
Purpofe. 

N.  B.  There  is  fomething  worth  the  Reader  3s 
Note  in  Curtis’s  Cafe,  whofe  Rupture  did 
not  appear  this  Day. 

His  Rupture  was  down  Dec .  7,  1750. 
was  not  down  April  24,  1752. 
was  down  June  27,  1752. 
was  down  March  14,  1752. 
and  this  Day  was  not  down  July  15,  1753* 

Is  not  this  a  Cafe,  in  point,  fufficient 'to  con¬ 
vince  any  one,  that  a  fingle  Examination  can  give 
no  Proof,  that  a  Perfon  is  perfectly  cured  ? 
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AN  AUTHENTIC^ 


OF  ALL  THE 


Minutes  of  the  Board, 

FRO  M 

Mr  Lee’;  fir  ft  Appointment  to  hi$ 
Difimififion  \  including  a  Narrative, 
&c. 

At  a  Board  held  on  Wednefday  31  Jan.  1749-50* 
Prefent,  Right  Aon,  William  Pitt,  Efqy  Sir 
Philip  Meadows,  Lord  Ilchefler,  Sir  Robert- 
Rich,  Col.  Cofsley. 

THE  Pay  mailer-  General  communicated  to 
the  Board,  a  Letter  he  had  received, 
dated  the  29th  Inftant,  from  Samuel  Lee , 
Surgeon,  incloling  feveral  Certificates  of  his  Suc- 
cefs  in  curing  Ruptures.  And  the  Commifiioners 
prefent,  having  taken  the  fame  into  their  Confe¬ 
deration,  came  to  the  following  Refolution. 

That  the  faid  Samuel  Lee  fhould  make  Expe¬ 
riments  upon  fuch  In-  Penfioners  of  Chelfea  Hos¬ 
pital,  as  fhould  voluntarily  Submit  themfelves  to 
his  Care,  and  that  he  fhould  have  a  reafonable 
Compenfation  for  his  Trouble  and  Attendance 
upon  them-, 

A  Ordered \ 


Ordered ,  That  the  Secretary  do  acquaint  him 
Y/ith  the  aforelaid  Refolutioru 

At  ci  Board  held  on  Wednefday,  4  Aprils  1750* 
Prefent ,  Right  Hon .  William  Pitt,  Efq\  Right 
Hon.  Henry  Fox,  Efq^  Sir  Philip  Meadows, 
Col.  Cofsley. 

Samuel  Lee ,  Surgeon,  attended  with  three  Men, 
whom  he  alkdged  he  had  cured  of  Ruptures ; 
whereupon  Mr  Chefelden  and  Mr  Lhomas  were  ex¬ 
amined  to  the  Cafes  of  the  faid  Men  :  But  Mr 
Chefelden  alledged,.  that  he  had  not  been  privy  to 
the  Condition  of  the  laid  Men,  before  they  put 
themfelves  under  the  Care  of  Mr  Lee>  therefore 
he  could  not  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
Nature  of  their  Cafes,  or  judge  of  the  Performance 
of  the  Cure. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr  Chefelden  do  previouily  in- 
fp.edl  the  State  and  Condition  of  fuch  Men  as  fhall 
put.  themfelves  under  the  Care  and  Direction  of 
the  faid  Mr  Lee. 

At  a  Board  held  on  Tuefday,  15  May.-,  1750.  Pre¬ 
fent  ,  Sir  Philip  Meadows,  Sir  Robert  Rich, 

CqL  Cofsley. 

»  .  . 

Mr  Lee ,  Surgeon,  attended,  and  reprefented, 
that,  he  hoped  foon  to  be  able  to  produce  feverai 
Men  whom  he  had  cured  of  Ruptures. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr  Lee  do  attend  the  next  Board, 
with  fuch  Men  as  fhall  be  perfectly  cured  of  Rup¬ 
tures,  and  that  Mr  Chefelden  be  prefent  to  infpedt 
them  at  the  feme  Time, 
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At  a  Board  held  on  Thurfday,  6  Sept,  1750.  Pre« 
font ,  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt,  Efq\  Sir  Phi¬ 
lip  Meadows,  Sir  Robert  Rich,  Col.  Cofsley. 


Surgeon,  reprefented  to  the  Board,  that 
he  had  cured  feveral  In-Penfioners  of  Ruptures, 
which  had  been  previously  infpedted  by  Mr  Che - 
felden ,  Surgeon  to  the  Hofpital. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr  Che  felden  do  report  fpecially 
to  the  Board,  at  their  next  Meeting,  the  State  of 
the  Cures  which  Mr  Lee  alledges  he  has  per¬ 
formed. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr  Lee  do,  in  the  mean  Time, 
proceed  in  the  Care  of  fuch  Men  as  are  ruptured, 
and  have  been  infpedted  by  Mr  Che  felden. 


At  a  Board  held  on  Wednefday,  16  Jan.  1750-1. 
Prefent ,  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt,  Efq\ 
Right  Hon.  Henry  Fox,  Efq ;  Sir  Philip  Mea¬ 
dows,  Col.  Cofsley. 


Read,  Mr  Chefelden9 s  Report  upon  the  Ruptures 
of  feveral  Men  who  had  been  under  the  Care  of 
Mr  Lee ,  “  fetting  forth,  That  upon  the  Exami- 
“  nation  of  the  Men,  on  3  Dec.  laft,  two  of  three 
“  Men  had  their  Ruptures  down.  That  on  the 
<c  Friday  following,  the  faid  Mr  Lee  brought  four 
“  Men  to  him,  two  whereof  had  their  Ruptures 
down.5’  W  < 

Mr  Lee  thereupon  acquainted  the  Com- 
miffioners,  that  he  had  four  Men  attending  with¬ 
out,  whom  he  defired  might  be  immediately  in- 
fpe&ed  by  Mr  Chefelden ,  though  they  had  been 
three  Times,  examined  by  him  before  ->  Mr  Chef  el- 
den  having  accordingly  examined  the  faid  Men 
(during  the  fitting  of  the  Board J,  and  being  called 
upon  to  declare  his  Opinion  fpecially  of  their 

A  2  Cafes* 


Cafes,  faid,  That  for  ought  appears  to  him,  two 
of  the  faid  Men  are  cured,  he  not  finding  the 
Orifice  open. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr  Chejelden  do  examine  the  faid 
Four  Men  in  the  Prefence  of  Mr  Ranhy  and  Mr 
Hawkins ,  Serjeapt- Surgeons  to  His  Majefty. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr  Chefelden  may  have  Liberty, 
at  all  Times,  to  examine  the  Cafes  of  thefe  Men? 
in  the  Prefence  of  Mr  Lee*  who  is  not  previoufly 
to  vifit  the  faid  Men. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr  Lee  do  proceed  in  the  Cure 
of  fuch  Men  as  are  ruptured,  and  have  been  in- 
fpedted  by  Mr  Chefelden. 

Ordered ,  That  they  both  attend  the  next  Board, 

At  a  Board  held  on  Wednefday,  24  April,  1751, 
Prefen  f ,  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt,  Rfqy  Right 
Hon .  Henry  Fox,  JLfqy  Sir  Philip  Meadows, 
Lord  Ilehefter,  Col  Cofsley. 

Mr  Chefelden ,  Surgeon  of  the  Hofpital,  Mr 
Hawkins  and  Mr  Ranhy ,  Serjeant-Surgeons  to  His 
Majefty,  arid  Mr  Lee ,  attended  the  Board,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Order  of  16  Jan.  laid,  upon  the  Cafes  of 
feveral  ruptured  Men  ^  and  after  hearing  their 
feveral  Opinions,  a  Propofal  was  made  to  Mr  Lee? 
that  he  ftiould  produce  four  or  five  new  Men  to 
the  afprefaid  Surgeons,  whofe  Cafes  and  Perfons 
might  be  known  to  them,  in  order  to  be  more, 
certain  judges  of  the  Progrefs  and  Performance  of 
his  Cures. 

Mr  Lee  declined  any  fuftjier  Experiment  upon 
this  Propofition.  ,  ...”  , 

At  a  Board  held  on  Friday,  7  June,  1751,  Pre~ 
fent 3  the .  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt;,  Efq?  Right 

'•  '  Hon. 
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Hon.'  Henry  Fox,  Efq\  Sir  Philip  Meadows, 
Col.  Cofsley. 

Ordered ,  That  a  Warrant  be  prepared  for  50 t. 
to  Samuel  Lee ,  Surgeon,  in  Confideration  of  his 
Attendance  upon  feveral  Men  affiidted  with  Rup¬ 
tures. 

At  a  Board  held  on  Monday,  15  July,  1751.  Pre~ 
ferity  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt,  Efqy  Sir 
Philip  Meadows,  Col.  Cofsley. 

Signed  a  Warrant  for  50/.  to  Samuel  Leey  Sur¬ 
geon,  in  Confideration  of  his  Attendance  upon 
feveral  Xn-Penfioners  afflidted  with  Ruptures. 

At  a  Board  held  on  Friday,  6  March,  1752.  Pre - 
fenty  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt,  Efq\  Sir  Phi¬ 
lip  Meadows,  Lord  lichefter,  Sir  Robert  Rich, 
Col.  Cofsley. 

Ready  The  Memorial  of  Samuel  Lee ,  Surgeon, 
who  had  undertaken  the  Cure  of  feveral  Pen- 
fioners  who  were  afflidted  with  Ruptures. 

Ordered ,  That  the  further  Confideration  thereof 
be  poftponed  to  the  next  Board  Day,  and  that 
MefTrs.  Hawkins  and  Ranby ,  Serjeant- Surgeons  to 
His  Majefty,  be  then  defired  to  attend. 

At  a  Board  held  on  Thurfday,  2  April,  1752* 
Pre  fenty  the  Right  Hon. William  Pitt,  Efq ;  Right 
Hon.  Henry  Fox,  Efqy  Lord  lichefter,  Sir  Phi¬ 
lip  Meadows,  Col .  Cofsley. 

John  Ranby  and  C<efar  Hawkins ,  Efqrs,  Ser- 
jeant- Surgeons  toHisMajefty,  attended  the  Board, 

and 


(6) 

and  declared  their  Opinion,  in  Writing,  concern* 
ing  the  Cure  of  Ruptures. 

Mr  Lee ,  Surgeon,  alfo  attended,  with  Dr 
Thompfon  and  others,  who  gave  their  Opinions 
upon  the  fame  Subjedt. 

And  after  conlidering  what  was  offered  on  both 
Sides,  the  Board  came  to  the  following  Refolu- 
tion. 

That  Mr  Lee  may  undertake  the  Cure  of  fuch 
In-Penfioners  affii&ed  with  Ruptures,  as  fhould 
voluntarily  put  themfelves  under  his  Direction, 
their  Cafes  being  firft  certify’d  to  him,  by  the  Sur¬ 
geon,  or  Surgeons-Deputy  of  the  Hofpital;  and 
in  twelve  Months  after,  the  Operation  of  his 
Cures,  will  be  confidered  by  the  Board,  and  he 
will  be  rewarded  accordingly. 

At  a  Board  held  on  Wednefday,  24  June,  1752. 
Prefent ,  the  Right  Hon  William  Pitt,  Efq\ 
Right  Hon .  Henry  Fox,  Efq\  Sir  Philip  Mea¬ 
dows,  Col .  Cofsley. 

*  **  -  “h  *  *  ' 

my  •  •  *  • 

Application  was  made  for  an  Order  to  examine, 
from  Time  to  Time,  fuch  Men  as  Mr  Lee  had 
affirmed  were  cured  of  Ruptures. 

Ordered ,  That  the  Surgeon,  or  his  Deputy,  do 
examine  the  faid  Men  as  often  as  either  of  them 
.(hall  think  neceffary,  in  relation  to  the  Per¬ 
formance  of  fuch  Cures. 

At  a  Board  held  on  Thurfday,  8  Feb.  1753.  Pre~ 
fent ,  the  Right  Hon .  Henry  Fox,  Efg',  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Rich,  Col.  Cofsley, 

* 

John  Ranby  and  C^far'  Hawkins ,  Efqrs,  Ser- 
jeant-Surgeons  to  His  Majefty,  attended  the  Board, 
and  prefented  a  Narrative  to  them,  of  what  had 

puffed 
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paffed  relating  to  feveral  Pensioners  who  had  been 
under  Mr  Lee’s  Care  for  the  Cure  of  Ruptures 
to  which  Narrative  were  annexed  Copies  of  Se¬ 
veral  Examinations,  Certificates,  and  Declarations. 

Whereupon  Mr  Lee  was  called,  and  the  Narra¬ 
tive  with  the  Papers  annexed  to  it  were  read  be¬ 
fore  him,  as  well  as  before  the  Parties  mentioned  in 
the  Margin  hereof,  who  were  Witneffes  to  feveral 
of  the  Examinations,  and  who  unanimoudy  con¬ 
firmed  the  Contents  of  them. 


Benjamin  Road!y\  Phyfician  to  His  Majefty,« 
Houfhoid. 

Mejj'enger  Mon  fey ,  Phyfician  to  the  HofpitaL 
Cafar  Hawkins ,  Serjeant- Surgeon  to  His.Ma- 
jefty. 

T.  Hawkins ,  n  c 

William  Hunter urS^ons' 

T>.  Middleton ,  Surgeon-General  to  the  Army. 
John  Andrews ,  Surgeon  to  His  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Duke. 

John  Ranhy ,  Surgeon  to  Chelfea  HofpitaL 

John  Thomas*  i  ^  0 

Alexander  Reid ,  \  Deputy-Surgeons. 


Daniel  Graham ,  Apothecary  to  the  HofpitaL 
Thomas  Thornhill ,  Apothecary’s  Chief  Man  to 
the  HofpitaL 

John  Wilton*  Mafter-Rutler. 

John  Woodhoufe ,  Wardrobe-Keeper. 

Peter  Ingham ,  Publican 
Samuel  Hawkfworth ,  Under-Cook. 

Robert  Smithy  Apprentice  to  Mr  Reid . 


And  Mr  Lee ,  after  hearing  the  fame  read,  did 
not  offer  to  difprove  any  Thing  therein  contained. 
Mr  Lee  then  withdrew,  and  meeting  in  the  Wait? 
ing-  Room  Mr  Thomasy  Deputy-Surgeon  of  the 

Holpital, 


Hofpitai,  who  had  figned  as  Witnefs  to  fevetal  of 
the  Examinations  before- mentioned.  He,  Mr  Lee, 
without  any  Provocation,  gave  to  the  faid  Mr 
Lhomas^  in  the  Prefence  of  feverai  Perfons,  very 
abufive  and  threatning  Language. 


N 


|[N  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1751,  Mr  Che- 
rg  felden ,  Surgeon  to  Chelfea  Hofpitai,  by  Direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Commiffioners 
of  the  faid  Hofpitai,  applied  to  Mr  Ranby  and 
Mr  Hawkins ,  as  Serjeant-Surgeons  to  His  Ma~ 
jefty,  to  defire  their  being  prefent  with  him  at  an 
Examination  of  feverai  of  the  Invalids  of  the 
Hofpitai,  who  were  troubled  with  Ruptures,  and 
w'ere  now  declared  to  be  cured,  and  were  accord¬ 
ingly  to  be  produced  at  this  Examination  as  Proofs 
of  an  extraordinary  Method  of  Cure  lately  in¬ 
vented  by  Mr  Lee^  Surgeon. 

At  the  fame  Time  Mr  Cbefelden  gave  Mr  Ranby 
and  Mr  Hawkins  the  following  Hiftory,  viz . — - 
That  Mr  Lee  had,  about  a  Twelvemonth  before, 
applied  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Com¬ 
miffioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpitai,  declaring  he  had  a 
Secret  by  which  he. could  cure  all  Ruptures  ;  and 
begged  Leave  that  he  might  have  the  Liberty  of 
applying  his  Remedies  to  fome  of  their  old  Sol¬ 
diers  who  had  Ruptures,  in  order  to  produce  them 
as  fo  many  public  Teftimonials  of  his  extraordi¬ 
nary  Skill  in  performing  thofe  Cures :  This  Li¬ 
berty  was  granted  him,  but  with  Reflriftion,  that 
fuch  Cures  were  to  be  confirmed  to  the  Board  by 
Mr  Cbefelden,  their  Surgeon, 
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In  Purfuance  of  this  Order,  Mr  ChefeUen  told 
them,  he  did  examine  feveral  ruptured  Men,  and 
propofed  to  Mr  Lee  the  following  Terms  for  the 
Order  of  their  future  Difquifition,  which  Mr  Lee 
alTented  to,  viz.  That  thefe  old  People  fhould  be 
brought  to  him  (Mr  Cbefelden)  three  or  four 
Times,  ’till  he  had  made  himfelf  Pure  he  fhould 
remember  their  Faces,  and  fo  not  be  liable  to  mi - 
flake  as  to  the  Identity  of  their  Perfons :  And  that 
afterwards,  whenever  Mr  Lee  fhould  declare  thefe 
Men  cured,  that  Mr  Cbefelden  fhould  have  the  Li¬ 
berty  of  going  to  them  at  what  Times,  and  as 
often  as  he  pleafed,  to  fee  that  they  did  leave  off 
their  Truffes,  and  to  know  at  different  Examina¬ 
tions  if  their  Ruptures  kept  up. 

The  Obfervance  of  thefe  Terms,  he  told  us, 
Mr  Lee  had  totally  negledled,  the  Men  having 
never  once  called  upon  him  after  their  Examina¬ 
tion,  nor  had  there  been  any  Declaration  made 
to  him,  by  Mr  Lee ,  of  the  Cures  performed,  in 
order  that  Mr  Cbefelden  (according  to  their  Agree¬ 
ment)  fhould  examine  them  in  fuch  Manner  as 
fhould  be  fatisfadlory  to  him  to  anfwer  the  Truft 
repofed  in  him  by  the  Board  :  Inftead  of  this, 
that  Mr  Lee  would  infill  upon  producing  thefe 
Men  to  him  for  one  Jingle  Examination,  and  upon 
Mr  Cbefelden  making  his  Report  from  this  one 
View  of  them,  whether  they  were  cured  or  not. 

That  this  Demand  of  Mr  Lee  had  diftreffed 
him  extremely,  as  he  well  knew  that  no  one 
Examination  alone,  or  even  different  Exami¬ 
nations,  if  he  was  not  permitted  by  Mr  Lee  to 
vifit  the  Men  in  the  intermediate  Time,  to  know 
for  certain  that  they  had  left  off  their  Truffes, 
could  give  him  any  fatisfadlory  Evidence  of  fuch 
Cures;  whilft  Mr  Lee  infilling  as  ftrongly  on 
the  contrary,  the  Board,  who  naturally  were  to  be 

B  fuppofed 
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fuppofed  unknowing  in  the  Nature  of  Ruptures, 
might  be  perplexed  with  this  Diverfity  of  Opi¬ 
nions,  or  poffibly  think  him  backward  in  receiv¬ 
ing  and  acknowledging  Mr  Lee’s  Proofs,  and  ima¬ 
gine  that  Kind  of  Proofs  fufficiently  fatisfadtory, 
which  in  Truth  and  Reality  was  no  Evidence  at 
all ;  in  this  Dilemma,  that  he  had  petitioned  the 
Board,  that  Mr  Ranby  and  Mr  Hawkins  might  be 
defired  to  alii  ft  at  the  Examination  propoled. 

In  Obedience  to  this  Defire  of  the  Right  Honour¬ 
able  the  Commiffioners  (intimated  to  them  by  Mr 
Chefelden )  Mr  Ranby  and  Mr  Hawkins  went  over 
to  Mr  Chefelden’ s  Apartments  at  Chelfea ,  where 
Mr  Lee  produced  feveral  old  Men  to  them,  whom 
Mr  Lee  profeffed  to  have  cured. 

Before  any  Examination,  Mr  Ranby  and  Mr 
Hawkins  made  a  previous  Enquiry  of  Mr  Chefelden , 

whether  he  knew  the  Men  before  him  to  be  the 

* 

fame  he  had  formerly  examined  and  found  rup¬ 
tured. 

He  declared,  upon  his  Honour,  that  he  believed 
they  were  not  all  the  fame,  only  two  or  three 
of  them,  whom  he  pointed  out  to  Mr  Ranby  and 
Mr  Hawkins . 

They  then  afked  Mr  Chefelden ,  if  he  knew 
that  the  Men  had  been  without  Trufles  for  any 
Time  previous  to  that  Examination,  to  which  Mr 
Chefelden  anfwered,  that  Mr  Lee  had  not  permitted 
him  to  make  any  fuch  Enquiry  j  and,  confequent- 
ly,  he  could  not  inform  them. 

Mr  Ranby  and  Mr  Hawkins  viewed  and  exa¬ 
mined  them  all,  and  took  particular  Notice  that 
there  was  not  the  lead  Appearance  in  the  Parts 
they  examined,  which  (hould  induce  them  to  think 
any  Alteration  whatfoever  had  been  produced  by 
medicinal  Applications  *,  and,  though  none  of 
them  had  Ruptures  down  at  that  Time,  (one 

only, 
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only,  Hanna  by  Name,  having  a  fmall  Appear¬ 
ance  in  his  Groin)  they  thought  they  faw  evident 
Marks  upon  feveral  of  them  of  their  having  lately 
worn  Bandages. 

However,  to  Mr  Lee  (who  offered  them  many 
?T eft  menials  and  Affidavits  of  his  Cures ,  and  preffed 
them  extremely  to  give  him  Certificates  of  thofe 
Men  appearing  to  be  cured)  they  only  gave  a 
general  Anfwer,  that  they  did  not  apprehend 
thofe  Certificates  and  Affidavits  lay  properly  before 
them  at  that  Time  *,  and,  as  they  had  neither 
proper  Proof  from  Mr  Chefelden ,  that  the  Majo¬ 
rity  of  the  Men  brought  thither  by  him  had  been 
ever  ruptur'd ,  or,  if  they  had  been  fo,  that  they 
had  gone  any  Time  without  their  cTruffes ,  they 
(Mr  Ranhy  and  Mr  Hawkins)  muff  be  excufed 
figning  any  kind  of  Certificates. 

But,  as  they  had  the  Honour  of  being  defired 
by  the  Board  to  make  Enquiry  into  the  V alidity 
of  his  Cures,  they  would  be  ready  to  join  with 
him  in  a  fair  Enquiry,  by  which  the  Truth 
could  be  properly  afeertained  ;  and  propofed  to 
Mr  Lee  the  producing  any  Number  he  pleafed 
of  the  old  Penfioners,  who  were  at  that  Time 
ruptured ;  that  they  could  not,  without  great 
Inconvenience  to  themfelves,  attend  fo  far  as 
Chelfea  \  but  if  the  Men  might  be  brought  to 
Hyde-Park  Hofpital,  they  would,  at  any  Time, 
pay  the  Expence  of  Coach-Hire  for  them,  and 
would  take  Care  to  make  all  fuch  proper  En¬ 
quiry,  from  Time  to  Time,  as  became  them  in 
the  Situation  of  Judges  between  the  Board  and 
him. 

This  Propofal  he  at  laft  affented  to,  and  they 
agreed  pretty  nearly  on  the  fame  Terms  for  their 
jVlethod  of  Enquiry  and  future  Determination, 

B  2  which 


which  Mr  Cbefelden  and  Mr  Lee  had  before 
agreed  upon  *. 

Very  foon  after  the  Meeting  at  Chelfea ,  Mr 
Ranby  and  Mr  Hawkins  had  the  Honour  of  a 
Meffage,  defiring  their  Attendance  upon  the 
Board.  This  Meffage  they  obey’d,  and  found 
Mr  Lee  had  brought  with  hirn  feveral  of  the 
People  they  had  leen  at  Chelfea ,  petitioning,  as 
before,  that,  upon  the  prefent  Appearance  of 
thofe  People,  a  Report  fhould  be  made  to  the 
Board,  whether  the  Men  were  cured  or  not. 

Two  of  the  old  Men  prefent  Mr  Cbefelden  de¬ 
clared  he  knew  had  been  ruptured,  viz.  Peter 
Curtis  and  John  Tannery  upon  which  the  Board 
defired  they  might  be  examined. 

Their  Ruptures  were  not  down,  but  Mr 
Ranby  and  Mr  Hawkins  took  Notice,  that  the 
Perforation  of  the  Mufcles,  through  which 
the  Ruptures  ufed  to  defcend,  were  large  and 
undofed  in  fuch  Manner,  that  they  concluded 
their  Ruptures  would  come  down  fooner  or  later 
upon  their  ufing  Exercife,  and  that  thofe  Men 
Were  not  cured .  This  they  reported  to  the  Board, 
and  likewife,  that  they  thought  both  the  Men  had 
very  apparent  Marks  upon  their  Skin  of  the 
Wear  of  a  Bandage ,  and  that  they  had  obferved 
one  of  them,  when  he  put  up  his  Breeches,  rolled 

*  A  Day  was  fixed  upon  for  bringing  fuch  new  People  to 
Hyde-Park  Holpital,  Mr  Ranby,  Mr  Cbefelden ,  and  Mr  Haw- 
bins,  attended  ;  but  Mr  Lee,  inilead  of  new  Men  with  Rup¬ 
tures  for  Examination,  brought  with  him  the  fame  Men 
they  faw  at  Chelfea,  petitioning,  as  at  that  Meeting,  a  Certi¬ 
ficate  that  thofe  Men  appeared  to  be  well,  to  which  of  courfe 
the  fame  Objections  they  made  at  Chelfea,  a  few  Days  before, 
were  (till  equally  valid  :  This  they  declared  to  Mr  Lee ,  which 
was  the  whole  that  palled  at  Hyde-Park  Hofpital. 

'  '  ‘  the 
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the  Fore-Lappit  of  his  Waiftcoat  into  a  hard' 
Comprefs,  which  he  placed  properly  in  his  Groin* 
and  buttoned  his  Breeches  exceedingly  tight  over 
it,  fo  as  in  Reality  to  make  this  Comprefs,  and 
the  Waiftband  of  his  Breeches,  an  excellent  Sub- 
ftitute  for  a  common  Trufs. 

Mr  Ranpy  and  Mr  Hawkins  had,  at  the  fame. 
Time,  the  Honour  of  laying  before  the  Board 
their  Reafons  againft  making  a  Report,  upon  the 
Infufficiency  of  the  Evidence  before  them,  (as  a- 
bove  recited  at  the  Chelfea  Meeting)  and  inform¬ 
ed  the  Board  of  the  Propofal  which  they  had 
made  to  Mr  Lee  for  a  New  Enquiry. 

Relative  to  this  Propofal  from  them,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  is  a  Copy  of  the  Minute  now  Handing  in 
their  Books. 

t  ■*  ' 

JVednefday ,  2  4:  April ,  1751. 

Mr  Chefelden ,  Surgeon  of  the  Hofpital,  Mr 
Hawkins  and  Mr  Ranby ,  Serjeant-Surgeons  to  His 
Majefty,  and  Mr  Lee ,  attended  the  Board  (accord¬ 
ing  to  Order  of  16  Jan.  \ aft)  upon  the  Cafes  of 
feveral  ruptured  Men  ;  and  after  hearing  their  fe- 
veral  Opinions,  a  Propofal  was  made  to  Mr  Lee , 
that  he  fhould  produce  four  or  five  new  Men  to 
the  aforefaid  Surgeons,  whofe  Cafes  and  Perfons 
might  be  known  to  them,  in  order  to  be  more  cer¬ 
tain  Judges  of  the  Progrefs  and  Performance  of 
his  Cures. 

Mr  Lee  declined  any  further  Experiment  upqn 
this  Propofition. 

However,  it  feems  Mr  Lee,  very  foon  after, 
changed  this  Refolution  *,  for,  on  the  22d  of  the 
next  Month,  he  brought  four  Men  to  Hy de-Park 
Hofpital,  (according  to  an  Appointment  made 

with 
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with  Mr  Ranby  and  Mr  Hawkins)  who  were  exa¬ 
mined  and  found  ruptured. 

The  original  Paper  as  delivered  by  Mr  Lee,  of 
their  Cafes  and  Names,  is  at  prelent  in  Mr 
Ranby’ s  Poffeffion. 

From  this  Time  they  heard  no  more  from  Mr 
Lee  ’till  the  Beginning  of  March  1751-2,  when 
Mr  Lee  went  to  Mr  Ranby’ s  Houfe,  and  told  him, 
the  Men  examined  at  Hyde- Park  Hofpital  were 
cured,  and  defired  he  would  make  an  Appoint¬ 
ment  with  Mr  Hawkins  for  them  all  three  to  go 
together  to  make  an  Examination  of  the  Men. 

This  Manner  of  Examination  Mr  Ranby 

* 

refufed,  but  defired  Mr  Lee,  if  he  thought 
them  cured,  to  give  it  him  in  Writing,  with  a 
Declaration  of  their  having  left  off  their  Truf- 
fes ;  to  leave  a  Notice  of  the  fame  Kind  at 
Mr  Hawkins’ s,  and  that  then  they  two  wyould 
take  proper  Opportunities  of  vifiting  and  ex¬ 
amining  the  Men  at  their  own  Times,  and  in 
ftuch  Manner  as  fhould  be  fatisfaclory  to  them- 
Elves,  that  the  Men  did  not  wear  Truffes,  and  of 
their  Appearances  of  Cure  3  and  that  afterwards, 
at  a  proper  Time,  they  would  be  very  ready  to 
.make  a  juft  Report.  This  Method  Mr  Lee  re¬ 
fufed,  though  confonant  to  the  Agreement  made 
when  he  firft  undertook  their  Cure. 

On  the  2d  of  April  following,  Mr  Ranby  and  Mr 
Hawkins  were  defired  to  attend  at  the  Cheljea  Board  , 
but  as  Mr  Lee  had  given  them  no  Opportunity  of 
knowing  that  the  Men,  whom  he  might  propofe 
for  their  Examination  that  Day,  had  left  off  their 
Truffes,  for  any  Time,  they  took  the  Liberty  of 
humbly  representing  to  the  Board,  “  That  the 
*  “  Method  /of  feeing  and  examining  Men,  who, 
“  for  any  Thing  they  knew,  might  have  worn  their 
64  Truffes  ’till  the  Time  they  were  prefented  to 

46  them 
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<c  them  for  Examination,  could  not  give  them  any 
44  real  or  fatisfadtory  Proof  of  their  being  cured 
44  of  their  Ruptures ;  they  knowing,  from  certain 
44  and  con  Rant  Experience,  that  thofe  Ruptures* 
44  which  have  been  kept  up  by  Bandage  any 
44  Time,  feldom  appear  or  drop  down  at  once* 
46  without  Exercife  or  fome  ftrong  Motion  of  the 
44  Body :  That  even  fome  grown  Perfons,  with 
44  the  Help  of  common  TrufFes  are  cured  •,  and  that 
44  moil  would  appear  to  be  fo,  though  in  Reality  they 
44  were  not,  upon  fuch  an  Examination  as  Mr  Lee 
44  propofed.  They  added  farther,  that  they  had 
44  the  ftrongeft  Convidtion  poffible,  from  Expe* 
44  rience  or  Science,  that  the  Scheme  propofed  by 
44  Mr  Lee  could  not  be  more  effectual  than  the 
44  wearing  the  common  Trufs,  and  not  likely  to 
44  prove  of  any  Utility  to  the  Public,  and  this 
44  they  would  venture  to  put  their  Reputation 
44  upon.” 

Upon  the  Subjedt  of  this  Reprefen tation,  they 
would  here  humbly  beg  Leave  to  oblerve,  that 
they  neither  gave  it  haftiiy,  or  inconfiderately,  or 
from  any  per  Ion  al  Prejudice  to  Mr  Lee ;  but 
founded  chiefly  upon  the  following  Reafons,  which 
they  had  together  maturely  weighed. 

And  firft,  Mr  Lee* s  Pretence  to  Cure  was 
by  an  external  Application.  And  yet  they 
knew,  from  what  they  had  feen  themfelves, 
and  from  the  belt  Authors,  that  the  ftrongeft 
Powers  in  Nature  had  been  tried,  over  and  over 
again,  without  Succefs ;  and  to  the  Cafe  in  Point, 
that  they  had  carefully  examined  feverai  Men, 
whom  Mr  Lee  had  prefented  and  profeffed  to  have 
cured  by  his  Application,  and  had  obferved  that 
there  was  not  the  lead  Mark  or  Appearance  of  the 
Efficacy  of  any  medicinal  Application  •,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  they  felt  the  Skin  over  the  Aper¬ 
tures 
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tores  of  the  Mufeles  quite  foft  and  loofe,  the  Parts 
next  underneath  the  Skin  had  the  fame  Softnefs  and 
Laxity,  and  confequently  the  Apertures  or  Rings 
of  the  Mufeles.;  as  lying  flill  deeper,  could  not 
have  been  adted  upon  to  any  Advantage, 

Next,  in  the  whale  Courfe  of  their  Enquiry, 
it  appeared  evident,  to  them  that  Mr  Lee  ftudi- 
oufly  avoided  keeping  to  that  Method  of  Proof 
which  they  defired,  but  was  always  puffiing  them 
to  give  a  Report  in  his  Favour,  upon  the  moft 
trifling  and  deluflve  Evidence, 

Mr  Chefelden ,  and  Mr  Thomas*,  the  A  Aidant- 
'  Surgeon,  had  likewife  informed  them,  that  they 
had  taken  Traffics  off  two  of  the  old  Men  (T anner 
and  Curtis )  very  foon  after  they  had  made  Affida¬ 
vits  of  their  being  cured,  and  faw  their  Ruptures 
come  down  immediately.  This  Mr  Thomas  tells 
them,  he  is  now  ready  to  teftify.  From  hence, 
and  many  other  Obfervations  they  had  made,  they 
were  not  without  their  Doubts  of  the  Truth  of 
the  Affidavits  in  general. 

Very  foon  after,  Mr  Chefelden  died  ;  Mr  Ranby 
being  appointed  his  Succeffor,  an  Order  was  grant¬ 
ed  by  the  Board,  that  he  or  the  Affiftant-Surgeon 
fhould  make  fuch  Examination  of  the  ruptured 
Men  who  had  been  under  Mr  Lee’s  Care,  as  to 
them  Ihould,  feem  proper. 

In  Confequence  of  this  Order,  Mr  Ranby ,  de~ 
firous  to  inform  himfelf  whether  the  Men  did  or 
did  not  wear  their  Truffles,  was  willing  to  infpedl 
them  when  out  of  their  Wards  and  walking  about, 
fufpedfing  they  might  poffibly  leave  them  at  Home, 
in  cafe  they  were  lent  for  to  him  in  Form. 

The  Examinations  which  follow,  are  firft,  of 
thofe  who  had  given  Affidavits  of  their  being 
cured.  * 
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v' 

27  June ,  3752,' 

This  Day  examined,  John  ‘fanner  and  Peter 
Curtis ,  two  Men  reported  at  feveral  Chelfea 
Boards,  by  Mr  to  be  cured  by  him  of  Rup¬ 
tures,  by  a  Method  intirely  new  *  of  which  pre¬ 
tended  Cures  they  had  each  made  Affidavit  about 
a  Year  and  a  half  iince ;  and  from  the  Time  of  fuch 
Affidavits ,  that  they  had  never  worn  a  Trufs,  as 
he  and  they  affirmed  to  feveral  Boards.  Thefe 
Men  had  their  TruiTes  on  at  the  above  Time  of 
examining,  which  Truffes  they  confeffed  they  ge¬ 
nerally  wore  :  In  a  few  Minutes  after  the  Truffes 
were  taken  off,  their  Ruptures  came  down  into 
their  Groin . 

J.  Ranhy , 

John  f horn  as , 
fhomas  fhornhilly 
Alexander  Reid, 

John  fanner  confeffed  to  us,  that  his  Rupture 
returned  a  Week  after  he  had  made  Affidavit  of 
his  being  cured . 

fhomas  fhornhilly 
John  -p  Gardner  s  Mark « 

29  Juney  1752. 

This  Day  examined,  William  Storey ,  another  of 
Mr  Lee's  Affidavit  Men ,  who  had  been  reported 
at  feveral  Chelfea  Boards  to  be  cured  of  a  Rupture, 
and  that  he  had  never  worn  his  Trufs  from  the 
Time  of  his  making  an  Affidavit  of  his  being 
cured.  We  found  a  Trufs  upon  him,  and  in  a 
fhort  Time  after  its  Removal,  the  Rupture  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Groin .  He  fays,  that  Dr  Lee  had 

C  ordered 
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ordered  him  not  to  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  examined* 
and  always  to  wear  his  Trufs  when  he  walked, 

J.  Ranby* 

John  Thomas 
"Thomas  Thornhill , 

. J .  Woodhoufe , 

Peter  Ingham , 

Samuel  Hawkfworth . 

Notwithftanding  this  folemn  Examination,  be** 
Tore  fo  many  Witneffes,  the  Board  will  be  pleafed 
to  remark,  that  this  fame  Man  was  carried  the  very 
next  Day ,  to  fign  and  f wear  before  a  Magiftrate 
the  following  Affidavit ,  which  was  prefented  to 
His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke, 

WE  the  under-named,  voluntarily  make  Oath 
that  we  were  produced  by  Samuel  Lee*  Surgeon, 
on  or  about  the  nth  of  June  175 2,  at  the  Apart¬ 
ments  of  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland* ,  as  Men  that  he  had  cured  of  a  Rupture  *s 
and,  in  the  Prefence  of  Sir  John  Legonier ,  we  were 
then  examined  as  to  the  Particulars  of  our  Cure, 
by  feveral  Officers  then  prefent,  to  whom  we  one 
and  all  declared,  that  v/e  were  well  and  perfectly 
cured,  as  in  Fabt  we  were,  and  had  been  for  many 
Months. 

And  being  now  informed,  that  Mr  Ranby  had 
the  Prefumption,  on  Sunday  the  28th  of  June,  to 
tell  His  Royal  Highnefs,  that  he  had,  on  or  before 
that  Day,  '  caught  two  of  us  by  Surprize,  taken 
our  Bandages  from  us,  and  found  us  ruptured  as 
bad,  or  w'orfe  than  ever  we  were. 

We  (each  for  ourfelves)  declare,  that  it  is  abfo- 
lutely  falfe,  and  that  Mr  Ranby  had  not  taken  any 
Bandage  from  us,  or  even  fpoke  to  us,  from  the 

Day 
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Day  that  we  were  examined  at  His  Royal  High- 
nefs’s  Apartments,  to  the  28th  of  June . 

And,  for  further  Satisfaction  to  His  Royal 
H  ighnefs,  we  now  fay ,  that  we  are  perfectly  well , 
and  of  on r  J aid  Ruptures ,  and  without  any 

Bandage ,  and  as  free  from  Pain,  Preffure, 
Symptom  of  a  Rupture ,  as  if  we  never  had  been 
affli&ed  with  that  Complaint. 


Wefiminfier  to  wit, 
Signed  and  fworn  the  30th  Day 
of  June ,  1752,  before  me 
Richard  Manley. 


John  Hanna , 
James  Morgan , 
Richard  Harvey , 
William  Story .  * 


With  what  Truth  Hanna ,  whofe  Name  is 
the  hr  ft  fubfcribed  to  the  above  Affidavit ,  could 
make  fuch  ftrong  Declarations  of  an  abfolute  Cure, 
may  be  feen  by  the  following  Atteftation, 

Whereas  it  hath  been  reported,  that  7^72 
Hanna ,  whofe  dead  Body  we  have  this  Day  in- 
fpedted,  was  perfectly  cured  of  a  Rupture,  un¬ 
der  which  he  fome  Time  laboured.  We  do  here¬ 
by  certify,  that  the  Perforation  of  a  Rupture  on 
the  Right  Side,  was  fo  large  as  eafily  to  admit  of 
three  Fingers . 


*  The  Day  after  Mr  Ranby  had  dete&ed  banner  and  Curtis 
with  Truffes  on,  he  apprized  the  Duke  of  it,  but  without 
telling  their  Names ;  His  Royal  Highnefs  mentioned  it  to  Sir 
John  Legonier ,  who  (Mr  Ranby  apprehends)  told  Mr  Lee  of 
the  above,  which  produced  the  Affidavit  hgned  by  Banna , 
Morgan ,  and  Story ,  which  Affidavit  the  Duke  himfelf  gave  to 
Mr  Ranby . 
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A  moft  certain  Proof  that  the  faid  Hanna  had 
not  been  cared  of  his  Rupture. 


24  July , 

Signed  in  my  Prefences 

H.  Fielding .  • 


Benjamin  Hoadly , 
Mejfenger  Mon  fey 9 

C.  Hawkins , 

*  CF.  Hawkins , 
William  Hunter , 

D.  Middleton. 


The  Board  will  be  pleafed  to  judge  of  the  Pro¬ 
bability  of  James  Morgan's  being  perfectly  cured5 
another  of  the  Subfcribers  to  the  Affidavit  deli¬ 
vered  to  His  Royal  Highnels,  from  the  following 
Attentions, 

V  '  1 


4.  Auguft*,  1752. 

"  V  )  ♦  «*  .  ►  -  .  » 

James  Morgan ,  In-Penfiqner  of  Chelfea  College* 
refufed  to  be  again  examined  this  Day,  being  one 
of  Mr  ZmPs  ruptured  Patients  who  made  Affidavit 
that  he  is  cured ,  difobeyed  the  Governor’s  Or- 
ders,  and  faid  no  Man  fhould  examine  him,  with¬ 
out  an  Order  from  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  or 
Mr  Lee. 


John  FhomaSy 
Alexander  Reid • 


^  Mr  ghamas  Havcktns t  Surgeon,  m  Parliament-Street , 
was  prefect  at, the  JDeflte  of  ilia  Friends  of  the  Deceas’d. 

-  ■  •  •  4  Auguft* 


r  "\j 


4  Auguft,  1752, 

Serjeant  James  Morgan  faid  likewife,  that  he 
was  ordered  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland ,  not  to 
be  fearched  without  his  or  Mr  Lee's  Leave,  before 
he  went  to  the  Governor ;  but  when  before  him, 
faid  his  Orders  were  from  Mr  Lee . 

Alexander  Reid , 
John  Lhomas . 

N.  R .  This  Man  buffered  himfelf  to  be  difcharged 
the  Hofpital,  rather  than  fubmit  to  be  examined. 


1  Augujl ,  1752, 

This  Day  examined,  Stephen  Cowell ,  Ward  XV, 
found  a  Trufs  upon  him  •,  in  two  or  three  Minutes 
after  it  was  taken  off,  the  Rupture  came  down. 
He  faid  he  was  well  on  one  Side,  and  as  well  on 
the  other  as  ever  he  expected  to  be.  The  above 
Stephen  Cowell  was  the  eighth  of  the  Affidavit-Men 
that  had  been  examined. 

John  Ranbyy 
John  Wilton* 

0,0  July,  1752, 

John  Cow f on ,  In-Penfioner  of  Chelfea  College, 
having  been  under  Mr  Lee's  Care  fince  July  1750, 
for  the  Cure  of  a  Rupture,  being  examined  this 
Day,  found  his  Bandage  on and  on  taking  his 
Bandage  off j  his  Rupture  came  down  into  the 
Scrotum.  This  Deponent  fays,  that  about  fix 
Months  ago,  Mr  Lee  told  him  he  was  cured  of  his 

Rupture, 
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Rupture,  and  perfuaded  him  to  go  to  a  Juflice, 
where  this  Deponent  fays,  he  made  /Jffdavit  he 
was  cured  of  his  Rupture  by  Dr  Lee ;  but  he  fays, 
be  could  not  go  one  Day  without  his  Bandage ,  if  he 
did  his  Rupture  came  down.  And  he  further  fays, 
he  had  his  Bandage  on  when  he  went  to  the 
Juftice  to  make  Affidavit  of  his  being  cured .  Wit- 
nefs  my  Hand, 

In  the  Prefence  of  us, 

John  Andrews^ 

John  Ranby , 

John  Thomas , 

John  Wilton , 

Thomas  ThcrnhilL 

30  July,  1752. 

John  Brocas ,  tn-Penfioner  of  Chelfea  College, 
having  a  large  Rupture  in  the  Scrotum,  put  him- 
feif  under  the  Care  of  Dr  Lee  for  a  Cure.  ffe 
fays  he  was  under  Dr  Zee’s  Care  for  fix  Months, 
and  wore  his  Bandages,  and  thought  himfelf  cured ; 
upon  which  Mr  Lee  took  him  to  Juflice  Manley , 
where  he  made  Affidavit  that  he  was  cured  of  his 
Rupture  by  Dr  Lee  ;  but  having  the  Misfortune  of 
falling  down,  being  in  Liquor,  his  Rupture  came 
down  again,  having  left  off  his  Trufs  near  three 
Weeks ;  and  by  examining  him  this  Day,  they 
found  his  Rupture  in' the  Scrotum .  Witnefs  my 
'Hand, 

John  Brocas . 


Witnefs, 

Daniel  Graham , 
John  WiltQn^ 
Thomas  Thornhill , 
Thomas . 


John  Cowfoth 


Here 
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Here  follow  the  Cafes  of  fuch  as  had  not  giveh 
Affidavits, 


2  July,  1752. 

John  Welch ,  Penfioner  of  Chelfea  Hofpital  fays, 
that  he  put  himfelf  under  the  Care  of  Mr  Lee,  in 
order  to  be  cured  of  a  Rupture,  and  that  the  faid 
Mr  Lee  promifed  to  cure  him  for  three  Guineas , 
two  of  which  was  immediately  paid  to  the  faid 
Mr  Lee ,  and  that  he  faw  him  feveral  Times,  and 
applied  Truffes  for  fix  Months*,  and  he  further 
fays,  that  the  TruiTes  applied  by  Mr  Lee,  did  not 
keep  up  the  Rupture,  and  that  he  is  now  as  bad 
with  the  Rupture,  as  he  was  before  Mr  Lee  took 
him  in  Hand. 

John  Welch. 

In  the  Prefence  of  us, 

John  Ranhy , 

John  Thomas, 

Alexander  Reid, 

Thomas  Thornhill. 

30  July,  1752. 

William  Fielding,  In-Penfioner  of  Chelfea  Col¬ 
lege,  having  a  large  Rupture  in  the  Scrotum,  ap¬ 
plied  this  Day  for  a  Trufs,  having  been  under  Mr 
Lee* s  Care  eighteen  Months,  and  wore  his  Ban¬ 
dages  *,  but  now  being  fo  bad,  he  thinks  himfelf  a 
great  deal  worfe  than  he  was  before  he  went  under 
Mr  Lee* s  Care.  And  further  faith,  he  received  fo 
much  Pain  from  Mr  Lee* s  burning  him  with  his 
Medicine,  that  he  took  the  Skin  off  his  Groin. 
And  further  fays,  that  he  received  a  Treat  from 

Mr 
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Mr  Lee,  at  Mr  Hanna’s  at  the  Red- Lion ,  and  of¬ 
tentimes  Mr  gave  him  Money,  Witnefs  my 
Mark, 

William  ~j-  Fielding . 

In  the  Prefence  of  us, 

John  Thomas, 

Richard  Smyth , 

John  Gardener’s  Mark . 

2  2  1752. 

‘Randal  Coleman ,  In-Pen  fioner,  fays,  he  put  him-* 
felf  under  the  Care  of  Dr  Lee  for  the  Cure  of  a 
Rupture  *,  he  was  under  Mr  Lee’s  Care  about  three 
Months,  and  wore  his  Bandages,  but  found  Bene¬ 
fit  no  longer  than  he  wore  his  Trufs ;  for  when  he 
took  his  Trufs  off,  his  Rupture  came  down  into 
the  Groin.  He  further  lays,  that  he  told  Mr  Lee, 
before  he  left  off  his  Bandage,  that  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  no  Benefit  from  what  he  had  done  for  him, 
and  he  would  no  longer  continue  under  his  Care, 
Witnefs  my  Hand, 

In  the  Prefence  of,  Randal  Coleman . 

John  Thomas , 

R.  Smyth , 

*  John  -p  Gardener’s  Mark. 

♦ 

9  7ub\  l752° 

John  Warden ,  Penfioner  of  Ward  IX,  (now  in 
the  Infirmary)  fays,  that  he  was  under  Mr  Lee’s 
Hands  for  nine  Weeks,  but  not  fince  April  1751  ; 
that  he  wore  his  Bandages  for  half  a  Year,  but 
they  never  kept  up  the  Rupture  fo  well  as  the 
Steel-Trufs,  made  by  the  Trufs- Maker  to  the 

Hofpital, 
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ttofpitai,  and  that  he  is  as  bad  as  before  he  put 
hunlelf  under  the  Care  of  Mr  Lee.  Witnefs  my 
Mark,  *• 

'  John  IV arderi. 

In  the  Fre fence  of 
Alexander  Reid, 

Thomas  Thornhill , 

John  Thomas . 

John  Henry ,  Gut-Penfioner,  fays,  that  about 
July  1750,  he  put  himfelf  under  the  Care  of  Mr 
Lee,  for  the  Cure  of  a  Rupture  on  the  Right  Side ; 
that  he  was  under  his  hands  for  two  Months,  and 
wore  his  Bandages  ;  that  while  he  wore  the  Ban¬ 
dage  the  Rupture  kept  up,  but  on  taking  it  oft, 
would  then  come  down  as  bad  as  ever.  And  on 
examining  him  this  Day,  the  Bandage  being  off, 
his  Rupture  was  down  in  the  Scrotum.  And  he 
fays,  that  he  fhould  have  continued  under  Mr  Lee's 
Hands  longer,  but  that  Mr  Lee  told  him  Mr  Che- 
felden  had  interfered  between  him  and  the  Board, 
and  prevented  his  curing  the  Men  *,  and  that  he 
would  not  undertake  the  Cure  of  him,  or  any 
other,  ’till  he  was  fure  of  hrs  being  fatisfied  for  his 
Trouble.  Witnefs  his  Mark, 

In  the  Prefence  of  John  -j~  Henry „ 

Alexander  Reid, 

John  Thomas , 

John  —  Gardener  s  Mark. 

John  Henry,  Out-Penfioner,  likewife  fays,  that 
he  was  once  invited  to  partake  of  fifteen  Shillings, 
which  Mr  Lee  gave  to  be  fpent  at  Mr  Hanna's, 
among  fome  of  the  Men  who  were  under  his 
Care;  but  not  chufing  to  drink,  he  demanded 

D  his 
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his  Proportion  of  the  Money,  but  was  refufed  by 
Hanna ,  who  would  have  it  ail  fpent  at  his  Houfe* 
Witnefs, 

John  -j-  Henry's  Mark . 
In  the  Prefence  of  18  July*  1752. 

Alexander  Reid , 

John  Thomas, 

John  -  jr*  Gardener's  Mark.- 


A  3°  *752* 

*  Hamilton ,  a  Captain  of  Chelfea  Hofpital, 

who  has  been  under  the  Care  of  Mr  Lee  for  a 
Rupture  fince  May  22,  1751,  and  that  at  Times 
when  he  has  a  Cough,  which  is  generally  from  the 
Time  the  cold  Weather  begins,  he  always  wore 
the  Trufs  to  prevent  the  Rupture  from  com¬ 
ing  down  *,  and  now  he  fays,  fomething  comes 
down,  but  not  fo  low  as  it  was  before.  He  fur¬ 
ther  fays,  that  being  once  at  Dr  Lee' s,  where  were 
prefent  Dr  Thompfon  and  another  Gentleman,  he 
had  his  Trufs  on,  and  declared  to  Dr  Lee ,  whom 
he  called  out  of  the  Room,  and  told  him  he  was 
not  cured . 


John  Hamilton . 

In  the  Prelence  of  us* 

John  Ranhy , 

John  Thomas , 

Alexander  Reid , 

S.  JVoodhoufe , 

Samuel  Hawk [worthy 

Thomas  Thornhill . 

* 

'  / 

Thd 

i  j 
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The  Marks  of  the  Trufs  were  very  apparent, 
both  on  the  Groin  and  his  Hips,  and  the  Rupture 

down . 

John  Ranhy , 
Alexander  Reid , 

! Thomas  'Thornhill , 
John  Thomas . 

x752* 

1  met  Captain  Hamilton.  On  my  afking  him 
how  he  did,  and  if  he  had  his  Trufs  on,  he  faid 
he  had  not,  and  defired  I  would  look  to  fatisfy 
myfelf ;  which  I  did,  and  found  no  Trufs,  but  in 
the  Waiftband  of  his  Breeches  I  found  a  Bolfter 
as  big  and  as  thick  as  a  moderate  fized  Pincufhion, 
which  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  proper  Subftitute 
for  a  Trufs  ;  but,  notwithftanding,  the  Rupture 
came  down.  Examined  by  me, 

John  Thomas ; 

Mr  Thomas  took  out  the  Pincufhion,  and  gave 
it  to  him  again. 


15  Auguft*  1752* 

Serjeant  Richard  Burhridge ,  In-Penfioner  of 
Chelfea  College,  having  been  under  Mr  Lee9 s  Care 
for  two  Months,  applied  for  a  Trufs  this  Day. 
By  examining  him,  he  had  a  large  Rupture  in  the 
Scrotum;  and  he  fays,  Mr  Lee  put  him  in  fo 
much  Pain  with  his  Medicines,  that  he  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  keep  his  Bed  nine  Days.  And  this  Depo¬ 
nent  further  fays,  Mr  Lee  wanted  him  to  appear 
at  the  Board  *,  but  his  Rupture  being  down  at  that 
Time,  having  a.  Fall  the  Night  before,  he  did  not 
appear  ;  but  fays,  he  could  not  go  an  Hour  to- 

D  2  gather 
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gether  without  a  Bandage.  Before  he  had  that 
Fall,  he  fays,  Mr  Lee  had  ordered  him  to  take  off 
his  Bandage  before  he  went  into  the  Com- 
miOloners  at  ..the  Board,  and  to  put  it  on  again' 
after  .he  had  been  examined. 

Richard  Bur  bridge* 

In  the  Prefence  of  - 
J  chn  Thomas* 

There  was  one  Perfon  only,  Richard  Harvey , 
who  at  two  Examinations  was  found  without  a 

Trtifs,  and  had  no  Rupture  down. 

•  * 

The  Remainder  of  the  People  who  were  in  the 
Lift  delivered  by  Mr  Thomas ,  the  Affiftant-Sur- 
peon,  as  containing  all  the  Men  who  had  been  un- 
der  Mr  Lee's  Care,  and  known  by  Examination  to 
be  ruptured,  were  upon  Mr  Ranhy3 s  Enquiry  (one 
or  two  excepted  whom  he  did  not  fuxi)  either 

dead,  or  gone  out  of  the  Hofpitai,  viz . 

<  ••  A  •  '  ••  •  - 

Henry  Stead*,  dead. 

Edward  Hern ,  dead. 

Peter  Mitchell ,  dead. 

Thomas  Lugg ,  dead. 

Andrew  Agnew ,  % 

John  Simpfonx  ■  >  Gone  out  of.  the  HofpitaL 
■  J  of  Perry ,  J 

“  -  Thomas  Clark. 

...  •  i  .  : 

William  Johnfon , 

James  Cable. 

* 

At  a  Board  held  on  14  March ,  2753.  Prefent^  the 
Right  Hon.  William  Pitt,  Efp  Right  Hon.  Lord 
ilchefter,  «5Vr  Robert  Rich,  Col.  Cofsley,  and 
if  Sir  Philip  Meadows. 

John  Tanner  got  a  Fall  about  6  Months  ago, 
gnjd  then  his  .Rupture  came  down, — hjs  Trufs  was 


(  29  ) 

m  at  the  Trial,-—  and  his  Rupture  came  dawn  now 
immediately  upon  taking  off  his  Trufs. 

William  Story ,  has  now  his  Rupture  downr — * 
hath  been  in  Lee’s  Hands  three  Years, — had  hi$ 
Trufs  on  before  he  came  into  the  Room, —  had 
his  Bandage  on  when  he  made  Affidavit  of  his 
Cure  before  Juftice  Manley,— went  without  a  Ban¬ 
dage  for  4  Months, —  Mr  Lee  took  him  in  Hand 
in  uly.  1 750,  —  Mr  Thomas  fays,  his  Rupture  is 
now  in  the  State  it  was,  when  he  fir  ft  undertook 
his  Cure,— wears  his  Trufs  fometimes  when  he 
walks,— the  Rupture  grown  larger  while  he  was 
under  Examination  of  the  Commiffioners, — has 
made  two  Affidavits  before  Manley ,  and  fays  he 
jmade  but  one. 

Peter  Curtis ,  another  Trial-Man his  Rupture 
as  fmali.at  firft  as  it  is  now, — wore  his  Trufs  ’till 
laft  Week,  —  wore  it  for  Security  and  for  Warmth, 
by  Advice  of  Mr  Lee , — made  an  Affidavit  of  his 
Cure  before  Manley ,  by  the  Recommendation  of 
Mr  Lee,  — Story  was  with  him,  and  made  Affida* 
vit  at  the  fame  Time. 

Stephen  Cowell,  a  large  Rupture,— had  his  Ban* 
dage  on  before  the  Board,—  could  not  fwear  that 
he  was  cured,— never  left  off  his  Trufs. 

John  Coulfon ,  can’t  tell  what  he  fign  d  in  his  Af-> 
fi  davit, — leaves  off  his  Bandage  by  Night,  but  not 
by  Day,— his  Rupture  now  down, —  is  well  with% 
Bandage  on,  — to  wear  the  Bandage,  by  Mr  Lee’ s 
Order,  as  long  as  he  lives,— had  his  Bandage  on 
when  he  made  Affidavit,— the  Contents  of  it  were 
writ ,  and  he  was  well  for  ought  he  knew . 

Thomas  Merriman  fays,  he  is  not  cured, — found 
no  Benefit  from  Mr  Lee  ;  but  a  Trufs  from  Mr 
Chefelden  did  keep  up  his  Rupture^ — Mr  Lee  re* 
ported  he  was  cured,  — 


Adjourn’d % 
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Adjourn'd,  Till  Monday  next,  and  that  Mr  Lee 
may  be  fent  to  attend,  if  he  pleafes,  when  there 
will  be  a  full  Board,  and  will  finally  determine 
upon  Matters  laid  before  them  relating  to  his  Con- 
du£t  at  Chelfea .  — 

Mr  Thomas  not  to  certify  any  more  Men  to 
Mr  Lee . — 

At  a  Board  held  at  the  Hofpital- Chamber,  in 

■  Whitehall,  on  Tuefday,  27  March ,  1753. 
Frefent ,  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt,  Efq\  Right 
Hon .  Henry  Fox,  Efq\  Lord  lichefter,  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Rich,  Col.  Coisky. 

*  V’ .  ■ 

Mr  Lee ,  according  to  Summons  attended,  and 
the  Minutes  of  the  Board,  taken  the  14th  of 
March  1753*  were  read  to  him  ;  whereby  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  John  Tanner ,  William  Story ,  Peter 
Curtis ,  John  Coulfon ,  Stephen  Cowell ,  and  Thomas 
Merriman ,  perfonally  examined  in  the  Prefence  of 
the  Commiffioners,  were  at  that  Time  uncured  of 
their  Ruptures,  notwithflanding  they  had  been 
federally  under  Mr  Lee* s  Care. 

The  Board  then  refumed  the  Confideration  of  a 
Narrative,  which  had  been  prefented  to  them, 
'8  Feb.  1753,  by  John  Ranby  and  C<efar  Hawkins , 
Eiqrs,  Serjeant-Surgeons  to  His  Majefty ;  to  which 
‘Narrative  were  annexed,  (  opies  of  Examinations, 
Certificates,  and  Declarations,  relative  to  feven- 
ten  PenfionefS,  and  fully  proving  Mr  Lee* s  In- 
fufliciency  in  the  Cure  of  Ruptures,  and  the  Arti¬ 
fices  made  ufe  of  by  him  to  eihablifh  the  Credit  of 
fuch  Cures.  And  Mr  Lee  admitted,  that  at  the 
Time  the  fame  was  read,  he  did  not  offer  to  dif- 
prove  any  Thing  therein  contained. 

The 

■  « • 
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The  Board  then  ordered  the  Refolution  to  be 
read,  which  they  came  to  on  the  2d  of  April* 
\y 52,  which  is  as  follows* 

“  That  Mr  Lee  may  undertake  the  Cure,  of 
“  fuch  In-Penfioners  affli&ed  with  Ruptures,  as 
<6  fhould  voluntarily  put  themfelves  under  his  Di- 
“  redlion,  their  Cafes  being  firft  certified  to  him 
“  by  the  Surgeon,  or  Surgeons’-Deputy  of  the 
“  Hofpital  *  and  in  Twelve  Months  after,  the 
Operation  of  his  Cures  will  be  confidered  by  the 
Board,  and  he  will  be  rewarded  accordingly.” 

The  Board  having  taken  the  whole  into  Con  fir 
deration,  and  finding  no  Cures  performed ,  but 
many  Mal-Pradices  carried  on  by  Mr  Lee ,  have 
fudged  him  noWays  intitled  to  any  Reward  for  one 
Year’s  Experiments,  as  above  recited,  and  do  for¬ 
bid  him  ail  Attendance  upon  the  Plofpital  for  the 
future. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

On  the  Subjedf  of  this  Difpute,  Mr  Ranby  hav¬ 
ing  had  the  Honour  of  reprefenting  to  His  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Duke,  that  a  Trufs,  made  by  a  good 
Workman,  and  properly  applied,  would  enable 
any  Soldier,  troubled  with  a  common  Rupture,  to 
perform  all  his  Duty,  and  render  him,  to  all  In¬ 
tents,  as  ferviceable  as  another  Man,  and  even  fre¬ 
quently  prove  a  Cure  ;  His  Royal  Highnefs  gave 
Orders,  that  the  ruptur’d  Men,  in  the  Firft  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Guards,  fhould  be  fupplied  accordingly 
with  them.  The  Effects  of  this  Order,  in  a  few 
Inftances,  Mr  Ranby  begs  to  lay  before  the  Reader, 
as  related  in  the  following  Letter  to  him,  from 
Mr  Davies ,  the  Surgeon  of  that  Regiment. 
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■*  - 

‘  •*“"  ~ '  *  To  Mr  Raney. 

*  "  *' 

.  .j,  :  tf  k  m  ' 

Sir,  2  Nov.  1753. 

Few  Days  fince  I  examined  five  Men ,  viz.  /-a# 
Serjeants ,  three  private  Men ,  <5/  the  Pirfib 

■'Regiment  cf  Foot-Guards ,  /;?  the  Prefience  ofi  Col. 
Dory,  and  fiome  other  Officers  ofi  the  Regiment . 
T'fey  had  all  been  ruptur'd ,  were  ordered  to  be 

fient  to  you,  by  His  Royal  Highnefis  the  Duke ,  about 
eight  Months  fince ,  when  you  was  plea  fed  to  order 
'inch  to  have  a  well  fit  ted  Steel-Trufis ,  which  was  fioon 
lifter  apply' d  by  Mr  Dappeec  They  them,  one 
Cxcepted,  for  four  or  five  Months ,  having  left 
them  off  for  fiome  Months,  and  appear  well  \  the 
fiber  two  wear  them  now ,  on  their  Removal y 

their  i Ruptures  do  not  come  down ,  unlefis  they  ufie 
fitrong  Motion j  and  then  appear  in  the  Groin  not  big¬ 
ger  than  a  fimall  Chefinut. 

It  is  to  be  obfierved,  that  all  the  fie  Men  have  been 
perfectly  ~Eafiy  from  the  firfil  Application  of  the  Trufis , 
nor  have  they  omitted  one  Day's  Duty  on  that  Ac¬ 
count.  Two  of  thefie  Men,  who  have  been  well  for 
fame  Time ,  have  fince  worked  at  Coal- heaving,  and 
working  on  the  Keys.  No  Remedy  accompanied  the 
life  ofi  the  Trip's. 

I  am-  Sir, 

* 

Tour  mofi  obedient  humble  Servant , 

Lewis  Davies, 

Surgeon  to  the  Regiment. 


f  * 
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